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1. Introduction

Hwange National Partk HNiBt) he | argest game nmsignécantmarti n Zi r
of the Zimbabwean share of the Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA

TFCA) because of its large animal density and its biodiverBity. t he sout h of t he
Hwange National Park |lies Tsholotsho Rur al D
that are situated directly adjacent to the b
popul arity of the mparkiaamynd nthhaeb igraanntdse uri to fwail
how the park and its neighbours came into ex
of their kind; the first game desengethaedcoh
per iTbhd. hi s tTeholgtshmRuraltDistect can be traced back to one of the first

native reserves in the country, a significant period which marked the beginning of changes in

land use and ownership for African people. The effect of the creation of the native, forest,
andgame reserves (as well as the establishment of features such as the fence around the

park), limited contact and separated people, natural resources, and wild animals from each

other. The landscape became divided according to these aspects of land weecasiim

This background of Tsholotsho Rural District and Hwange National Park helps to

contextualise both the preseatdy situation and problems that the park and its neighbouring
communities are facing. These problems include the overpopulation oéeteph

vulnerability to the severe effects of drought, and conflicts between humans and wildlife.

Il n this thesis, I wi || focus on the |ife of
Hwange National Par k anld Wislhlo! @it shws £ otmmar nah
and resource uasred ofehviulmmaont amgdgaoapgpens and di sea

fly and foot and mouth disease influenced th



of its physi aali sbarhckeriss. I will also show ho\

wildlife area has influenced their l i veli hoo

Background of the study

Since the establishment of the first game an
Rhodesia, Zi mbabwe has undergone different c
ownership. The | aws that overtly f®emadatoe dh ea
natur al resources have also evolved. I n sout

from fortress conservation to community base

recently to what Gewald etusalon gxXdl1Ws)i aref ea

and militarizationé (Gewald et al., 2019: 5)
conservation initiatives to oscillate betwee
wildlife/ natuild gl imesaodr aedsuneaspeci gihat ed cc

creation of Transfrontier Conservation Area
the evolution of conservation initiatives 1in
pr omot enatahgee nteont of wi l dl i fe and natur al res
shared borders antlasepdoupbpagervgammonit$ince 2
Nati onal Park and Tshol otsho communal area f

Transfronti Are@o(&KAZAaTFGA) .

The formation of Hwange National Park in the

included the displacement of African communi

and the presence or | ack of diocfeapaewer naltsee
played a vital role in this establishment be
deci-mdakinng power concerning its inhabitants
colonial settlers. This mphaséegetobwhat aRamg



nati onal park systems | argely reflect existi

hu

st

Th

De

mans and natured6 ( Ramutdayn dced mat, e x2t0,0 4t h e/ 7p o

ructures are stildl | argel y s kewerdn menn tf aovro u
ivate sector. From this background one can
oduct of human influence upon the environn
TsholotshoHwangeand CAMPFIRE

cording to the 2012 Censust,wolswarl s séhrod Raur

pul ation oflCEhsSuslR2PDiIRedploevi nci al [|Re poerrtmsN\

vegetation and climatic conditions, the d
ason can | ast up to six months per year. Z
source endowed districtr,egadlotnbsowgh tihte Icioaus't

sources such as wildlife, timber, river sa
uits (Zingi et al., 2022). Unfortunately,
l nerabl e andma@roeo rt lpaem pd % fAonvi tthhe popul ati o
tum Iined (Zingi et al ., 2022: 3).

e study by Zingi et al., (2022) focuses on
vel opment initiatives in Tsholotsho. Accor
| eading economic activitya wintdhilno dtzhie Hluinsttir:

e ecotourist vedhawnmesf ftdatt dhmvteha ¢ ommkniet
ow of goods and services. However, their f
tive participationinnturersoafrfcectgo vieusniamess
clusiveness in development or economic 1ini

wards wildlife. They point out that centra



governance makes it a challenge to bring abo

(Zingi et al ., 2022)

The paper by Chikuta et al., 2022 is a publi
describes the benefits and success of CAMPFI
i n Ngamo area. I't di scusses dilfiftearteendt, aacst ievxi;
of ecotourism success and the benefits of I
assert that the CAMPFI RE projects in Tshol ot
At he most successfu)l.0 AlICGhh ckwgha teite apap er2 0pr2e
about CAMPI FE programmes in the area the aut
studies on CAMPRI RE ntieee dfEwlhloy ot sdhe®r st and t he

progr am.

The research conducted in Matetsi, &wsasomge Di

studied the perceptions of the effectiveness

agreed on the positive economic, soci al and
programme in their communities. The popul ar
CAMPFI RE has improved infrastructural devel o]}
negative perceptions were about how individu

wildlife damages. The study by Tithaawgh ahe

current modawerli soth iemcoZi mbabwe can I mprove the
indi vidual benefits such as receiving compen
negative perceptions. I n additi on,Hwangteudy,

Nati onal Par k, by Dube (2019), di scusses CANMN
vill agers have developed a negative percept.i

the respondents saw Alimited etbdnomi ¢hgain f



management processes of the THMES" (Trophy H

(Dube, 2019: 342).

Sibanda et al ., (2021) evaluated whether the
towards | ions have changed abtseedt heonmpbeme
programme near Hwange Nati onal Pamid. Far mer s

intermedi ate groups held positive attitudes
shift in their |ion attitudas.edTHaiomm stondsye rs
program was able to shift vi.l ITehgesr i pse rpcoespstiibd
the program may have given them informati on

prepare for or be aware of potenti al l i on at

Lastly, issues of gendtelre dmaf nfaeg eenmetoedsa ©aflds o c o
conservation initiatives and benefits. Dube
community in Ward 7 of Tsholotsho had a prob
compensation. I n one case, compensatliwyn for
received by men who would spend it on other

not benefit the entire family.

What is presented from this review of [|itera
Tshol ot sho that are |l ocated near the nationa

CAMPFI RE management programmes$ narestapicdhs soiu

about tHhbiweverrea. n researching |iterature to
TRD, |l found that there are few studies that
wildlife interactions in this area. The stud
itherface with communities in Tsholotsho or H
zool ogi cal or ecotourism focus with only son



2019; Tichaawa and Mhl anga, 2015; Chikuta et
Sibanda et al ., (2021) wuse soci al and ethnog

wildlife interactions. Di ck manwi I(e?l0dldon)f Idiicstc u

needs to consider a soci al approach because
based on soci al experiences and beliefs that
wildlife conflict and howstwimilticgateiibuteln
on huymanestock and wildlife interactions tha
Nati onal Park and Tshol ot shioewp@imsta soci al a

Research questions

This thesis seeks to understand human and wi
Nati onal Park, especially from the perspecti

highlight -whhtdl asehoumbhati ons continue to cha

conservation areas, whether in coexi-stence o0
ani mal relations grows and moves into multis
understanding the context and livestoflthe p

i mporAtlarmtoough the physical proxi miappedl!l itrhge i 1
| ocatto occnosdudt,ait is their thoughts and exp
shared space hweiltph bwiilndgl ineea ntihnagt chatydd auynder st a |

i nter.acBasosens on the background of the above

How can a mpptiheppciresoncile | ocal peopl eEs

natur al resources?

The main research question acknowledges that

boundary of conservation areas can be conten



mul ti species perspective eaan nhadl pr ell cacta lo nhsuhm g

boundary of aae@aonservation

There are g htrlkeaet qaweisde otnhi s research:

1. How have historical changes i n lhaumdanyse,
|l ivestock and wildlife relations in the a
2. How does |living on the edge of a national
of people in the village?

3. How do human, Ilivestock and wildlife enco
wildlife and Iiving on the edge of the na

By analysing the history that credtgdspbhbialc
and economic status of a village that is | oc
where and when contact among lhluamgers e@xpgle mine m

and perspectives to show ihnntwevhaidntaerachl|l bvasto

The Significance of the study

Al t hough the exploitation of wildlife, miner
period, when conservation areas were created
pl aced on wildlife than on t hes erewatlieon harte an

(Ramutsindela, 2004; Car rcuutlhteurrse, i1d9905 )o.g yA su pfl
as except-hwmahs t oi monhe case of indigenous o
was created gave wil dl iFfue trhemrenopreqg mitthen de t dw
humans originated from themaldea @ hstaxdap
human (Kirksey and Hel mreich, 2010;whQgtdeen et

humans characteri zedeinmperisal wemnaco!| ool snisa



treated Afhunaam.s Aans enxoaonmp |l e of

Africans

wil dlife

Africans,

denouncing

i ncreased

community

even to the

( Ramu.t si ndel

and other <c
raci al opp
acknowl edge

based natur

opportunities to use

t hat they

Zi mbabwe

trajectory

t

did not hav
he marginal

of change

communities as the go

t he p e(rMapvwheerrey,

2013a) .

African states suppor

without people becaus

Tourists

moderni zi

government so

al ., 2016

are good rev

ng indigenou

Dube et a l

region (Matanzi ma and

communi ti es

't i s beh

background,

ev ol Wietdh

a

nd this background

hi stori cal

e

a

o

r

a

a

e

this is that
xtent of wusing African
, 2004: 27)
| oni zed states were ab
ession and, as nations
ment of indiodenous know
| resource management
nd manage the wildlife
during celpemidaelnicem. i H
zation of rural and mi
fter independence did

a

ver hemept ngikimpevd lealggeeo g mi

t

©

e

S

Brockington

fortres

S

(2015) al

conservation

O AbEarnt easpatasewhare h

nue earner so

peopl es

, 2021,

Mar owa,

anal ysi s,

(BroakmphgetsosuchOhS:

who

Phir

and

ar e

et

2022), s

t hat

we

t

c

he

an

Ainat.

perce

th@) SaBx i n Z

al .,

how ho

per svattisorma mofn gwidolh@dinicfad sigmr mpbadtwe .

study

showi fhgu maw rlred man oaarsd anont he edge

conf e



exi sted among Africans and wildlife, the whi

settl ers Aardd awit Ihdslpigfltei.ms| tsit udi es argue agai n:

in rel athiuonmantsg norere are inequalities among
racial, political and economic differences t
in another | ight because, in the context of ¢

infl uenced t hpe ol auseatsaufr eAf r i can

The multispecies perspectives seek to decent
nomumans are starteaongiatythdusame hesebrical
caused inequalities. The pleicnarsy swicewtgygf asp ed
nomuman is, therefore, abstract and homogene

backgroundscehilkd waylukeat t-lhemannbeirmags avi o

t hem. Si mhiunaarnl ybeinnogns sucbtatedaandawisl d domeasr
di verse backgrounds and histories, and the w
case of wildlife and tourism initiatives for
tourists and wil dlainfde evxepresruise ntchee orfe lvaitliloangsehri:

conservation areasTlwig hagvaild!l hifgehl iwgdHtls dti Hdte
cont exts huhnuamasn sanndaynohnmave diverse kinds of

consider atthpeoth i 0 fi cladvalk as i iedtc,od mdgpsc@adi ddackgr ol
these relationships has shapeBethetpeko6perte
proposes an intersectional approach to mul ti

backgrounds ofthumeamarbseiaammgd mdhmul d be acknowl e

I n the case ofGewanlsd2r@vidtailcer ogrna &, t here 1 s ¢
occurred in twiel sghtiudey mél duimams and advocate

that have experienced iigpirgeamatlhe asadioennt iTfhiegy



broken down the species divide between human
of senti endtt( Geavrad @lr vvdtiadn, 2019:12). Accordir

sentient conservation refers to:

"...a |l abel in which the morality to incl
bot h humamunands niom wi |l dl i fe conservation
prioriti-nhumgnt aéonenthe human. 't i s abou
of both | ocal communities and ani mals and
equal terms, making the marginality of bo
centre of attention in '"sentient conserva
specdwmsdari es as well as a morality that
human ani mal' (Gewald et al ., 2019:12)
The idea of sentient conservation thus gives
understandi neghuhmaman ednad imoonns, especially in
of -mb@mienghumamnl| dl i fe), was previously consi de
(humafnr i can communities). I n the case of sen:
margins of wildlife areas are thus just as v

Consequently, the t-lhhemamns Bdiowgs t drdeb ustvitogrisie ftiroo
the way of |life in this area, the need for i

vul nerabl e human communities |iving at the e

Conservation in Zimbabwe

When European i mperial travellers travelled

stories or reports about their "discoveries'

10



l eft o
how Eu
backgr
of pro
eviden
the in
conser
Nati on

San an

When Z
i nhabi

natur a

ut descriptions about the inhabitants
ropeans perceived and | ater treated In

ound and history of earliys,nathiusnalt hpea r

cesses characterized by racial, capita
t among colonial societies which creat
habitants of .t hTahi sarteyap ea nadf rced russa rnwa taic

vation), was present in southern Rhode
al Park, fortress conservasuoh asvbhee
dt Nambgate Wanki e Game Reserve.

i mbabwe gained independence in 1980, t
tants of commun al areas situated near

I resources. Policies emerged that mov

commubmasgd conservation (CBC); this is also

(Spi er
progr a
manage
commun
resour
Resour

such a

Whet he
rel at i
on. Th

CAMPEFI

enburg and Wels, 2006). This meant tha
mmes to include | ocal CoOmmuaman g ersv avthioo
ment as wel |l as be in receipt of the b
ities began to receive acc-basetdonnaatun
ce program called thea@membioanl |l Adegsnh
ces (TChAeMPpFrlo”RgEFE)am was very popular, and

progr amme.

r this renewed access to resources bro
onship among humans and wildlife at th
ere is disillusionment and disappointn

RE programmes in Zi mbabwe today (Dzvin

11



20109; Ti chaawa and Mh

(2002) nts out

poi

poverty of its target

Anot her i ssue t hat ot

involving CAMPFI RE pl

2019). Another study

management Mukamur

by

heterogenous and that

CAMPFI RE benefits ( Mu

or African communiti e

natur al resour ces. Ho

Zi mbabwe is that they

are near wildlife are

Transfrontier conservation are@$CA)

The concept of nation

transfrontier conseryv

establish TFCAs, t hei

(Katerere et al., 200

TFCAs in Africa

reasons. Firstly, to

by their national par

restore

t hat , i n

( Pea de.

help

envitroarymea motud le smifgprra wi | dl i f e

|l anga, 2015; Alexander

many districts, C

ed due e@é.0 modest

group

her schol ars have nt

poi

ans and revenue capture

about tfhoe inmpluircadt irocemsso L

i et al., (2013) showed

oneds ethnicity or ori

kamuri et calmmunall &) .e als

s, the ability to engag

wever, the overall sent

fall Isihwirng oifn tchoemneuwmnpie

as.

al CBNRM programmes evo

ation areas in Africa.

r- i mpl ement atti omawen t he

1). There are 8 establi

PTalhr &k sT FF@AuUsn diant i Aofnr iwceab s.

promot e peace amon

ks or protected areas.

t hat wer

1 The Dream Peace Parks Foundati®ate accessed 9 July 2022
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https://www.peaceparks.org/about/the-dream/

formations were created when colonialists pa

envi si oiFeCAst,hdti ke CBNRM programmes, wil | gi \
gain economically through the increase in to
commuibmasgd management of resources. All thes

seek ¢os atdide hi stoeatad iomgagmeassesesvati on ar e

—

nd that by seeking to address the segregat

environment al resources, the | ast two reason
artificial boundari es ar oeucntde dt hbeo tpha rhku nbarnosu gah
humans. Wi ldlife was cut off from resources

seasons, and Africans were displaced from th

the protected areals,hobhds amdrway i wmfg Itihfee.r |

Ramutsindela (2004); van Amerom and B¢scher,
have, however, widely discussed these three

Africa, and they point out that tchheasld egnogaelss

associated with the | ack of success of TFCA,
di fferent descriptions of what transfrontier
TFCA, TFP and Peace Parks beigmgtdfet eneams emd) i
these names differs slightly from each ot her
all refer to situations where conservation i

ot her scholars see hhegesabl ef nmmkesi pseaandnd

problem of the | ack of clearly defined objec
concept (van Amerom and Bg¢scher, 2005:164) .

TFCAs have diverse inhabitants and do not so
heterogeneous nature of these | arge conserva

13
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CAs

nef

owl

SCcu

c heterogeneity among communities | ivin
is important to note so that their diff
rences in age, gender, anhbeiotbheme among

ogeneous characteristics of communities
are a union of different African count
nities in such ar eass ihselipnsp oprrtoatnetc tt oa gkae
ing people who are |living in such a | ar

ns of a wild and pristine environment d

y, the question about benefits will rem
rvation areas and the people living in
opment of these communitie®.n Thiag IITF CAca
provide economic benefits for communit.
onsidered poor and need the soci al and

te or encourage the susitti @sabl dedeeoel D
focus on conserving natural resources,
nities. This is a challenge that most s

o they ensur e tehseo ucrocnesse ravnadt iaotn tohfe nsaat nuer

opment of | ocal communitiesd adjacent t
ing what benefits and development is re
I t i so tuhnudse risnmpaonrdt atnhte tneeds of | ocal C !
iew devel opment for their community, an
go beyond i mprovement of infrastructur
i t sacocfe shsavtiongwi | dl i fe or forest resour ci
edge and cul tur al practices so that the

ssed by Dominguez and Luoma (2020:10).
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beneficial should be a holistic consideratio
devel opment, but fAlaolcsad iisdseunetsi ttyo ded fweictth ve pz:
rights to | ando@Mat maltfue,al20®3 ouX).es

The Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area

The Kavango Zambezi (KAZA) TFCA was establis
KAZA Transfrontier Conservation Area Treaty
includes amal gamated | and from five African
Zi mbpwe, and Zambia. This is O6the worldods | ar
dc¢overing an area of about 520 000 km2 and cc¢
such as national parks, game reserves, fores

game/ wil dlife management ar ®as dl h(eP e&KaAcZeA P& rCkAs

hosts world heritage sites such

as t

he Vict

o

there is an estimated el ephpammi somyl| ptrieonm eo f

destination (PeaceTParksnfFiogndasi beature of

possible to host so many el ephants, all of w
countries. The vastness of animal, vegetatio
attracti vmeattiownr isnd deppgdal ing for studying i
According to the HRae akceey Poabrjkesc tF ovuen doaft i KOANZA i s
connectivity between key wildlife areas, and
habitats to form an interconnected mosaic of

wildlife migratwriydtofei dospebstivean-eas

2 hitps://www.peaceparks.org/tfcas/kavanggambezi/(Date accessed2 March 2023)
3 https://www.peaceparks.org/tfcas/kavanggambezi/(Date accessed2 March 2023)

15

( WD A


https://www.peaceparks.org/tfcas/kavango-zambezi/
https://www.peaceparks.org/tfcas/kavango-zambezi/

establish angdcalomsecoleodiacagle processes that

protectled areas

Apart from the grandeur of natur al resources
humans. There is an estimated number of 2.5
TFCA, and over half of thisleand oirs saudmmssn a&lnlc
or go@kRnager, 2012). Due to the contribution
influences, most of the communal areas in th
on i mpr ovi-encgonohnei csoccandi ti ons of these peopl
tourism and conservation projects to them in

the KAZA TFCA expresses that O6the region has
and varied it is difficultd toTheswebhbdietHhe (&Khas

the cul tural heritage of the area as o6t he ma

TFCAO6 ( Kavango %Zanibheizsi swheobwssi treecogni ti on of t

|l iving in this area; however, the descriptio
resource to be experienced and explored I|ike
as ae hoorm per sonal place for the peopl e.

Il n a study about people I|Iiving near protecte

(2014) analysed the i mpacecohowmbaci oasi dbmegr

attitudes of the community membeositilThiel gtud

i mpacted attitudes towards conservation, whi
negatively i mpacted atwaist uad esso toobwsaerrdv ecdo ntsheartv
members in the study felt that tourism creat

4 https://www.peaceparks.org/tfcas/kavanggambezi/(Date accessed2 March 2023)
5 https://www.kavangozambezi.org/travellinip-kaza/(Date accessed2 March 2023)
8 hitps://www.kavangozambezi.org/travellinip-kaza/(Date accessed2 March 2023)
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(Snyman,) HoOMed:e®r, Snyman (2014) also notes th

h a

r e

s h

be

Th

de

Af

ecC

gu

S been in operation in a community for a |
ceived about conservation than communities
owshbowatue of tourism activities in commu

come unpopul ar, basved ddn ftehe ointhpactt sof hun

is shows that the conservation of Africa's
signated wildlife and natur al resources pr
rica's wildlife is not solfe¢e yamobthivadiede by
osystems. The motives are also rooted in o

idelines and income generation through tou

Concepts from multispecies studies

Mu
i d
Th
An
at
t h
( F
He

s u

|l ti species approaches consi-ldweman hbaedi ndghse ag
entifies exampl-cerse atfi acmo eaxfi sltiefnec ¢btenm@wesecro h u
e +spletcii es btehceoormey nhoarse pr omi nent i n the ong
thropocene (van Dooren etspalci es2@hepr yPrtap
tention to the shoucmaan ibteyi mgisd aangde ncchya lolfe nmgoen
at haveumeparfateomh the environmehtuyr @l diov ik
uent es -Ranadk ,.Bazythles; Tsing, 2013; Smart, 201
nce, recognizing human beinbsemas organi sms

ggests a kind of equthwarlaenn de i sanmesn g thwma m e «

ceptionality of human beings. Accdrding to
e principles of relational thinking, far f
st be applicable right across the continuu
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Hel mreich (2010) also propose to challenge t
centr al point of reference or -harmmpaniozigrag i Brms

the O60otherd (Kirksey and Hel mrteiec p,0sx0Db0:l i586

(7]

tudying each organism outside the realm of

capacity to be studied in relation to each o

These orgadfmiusnasn, bei ngen are described as 0ag
2013:6), and O6soci al beingsdé (Kirksey and He
potential ovi dw mhitmanon menierdgs and rel egating

of passive objettusnanThe gainew mshataveomgency i
emerges from the multispecies discourse and
nomuan beings relate to each other, as well

omul tispecies ethnographyd as et hnographic r
emergence within a shifting assembliangee of ag
both biophysical entities as well as the mag

2013:6) .

There are examples about el ephants (M¢nster,

(Riley et al., 2017) and sal mon (Swanson, 20
study different ani mal s. Howeveredmwlt hspbaei
relationship between humans and ani mal s but

and viruses (0Ogden et al ., 201 3; Kirksey & H

thus gives r-bomahoosgandiysme®ngse. conservation

Abecomi ngo zanesd. Acont act
This thesis uses concepts from multispecies

witho to understand the relatiodfdkiregfobetwe e

18



centr al i deas in multispecies ethnography pr

amonghuwman organisms (lngold, 2000). 4t dive
ani mal relations, by acknowledgiog bhati Eeean
way of | ife of the other in a process of <cob

with (Har &way.,pr2a2np8) 1 s to al so enchhwmamge us
organi sms asreadxingt ibreg ,ngso on earth, recogni
each other rather than separate and differen
phemomm according to the exfharmaearsge giofi nlgo tom

to -meman worl ds.

Notably significant to the multispecies disc

2008). The phrase contact zone was coined by
geographically and historically, sfepauvaltled pe
involving conditions of coercion, radical i n
encounters (Pratt, 1992: 6). Contact zones a

because this is-hwmame berumamsi ®@md hpis eand t he
becoming takes place. According to Ogden et

emphasis on choosing research sites that fos

6contact zonesdé6 (Ogden et al., 2013: 10).

Il n the contact zone, organisms develop ways
di fferent from them. This helps them identif
(Har away, 2008). Thus, contact zonnteist yare soc

formation because 6éone can only be somebody
200 8: 206) . Further more, contact zones are a

both humahsmansg, nsnach as 6zondorefstl ipreltietcd a

19



described by Tsing (Tsing, 2005: 175) . Furth

organ

i sms meet and influence each ot her ar e

ntact zones are also spaces where distinct

ations of domination and subjugationdé (S

caused by different forms oftieonomomias &wod

example, are considered O0i mportant zones of

toi

ent an

as

of

or

t hat

20

19)

conce

at

t h

actorsé6é (Haraway, 2008: 218). This sugg
ive in the same area,hotrhdiyr odx il sotcean ¢ e nize
nati onal actors. Over the years, differ

rvation areas as spaces that seclude or

species ethnographers also acknowl edge
and the way of | ife of other organi sms
i bed by Donna Haraway (2088tdheilrt iad eonctciu
sméedey interact with other organisms. B
as each organism becomes the -payduct o
gl ements (Haraway, 20608). ahdrawayydaygog
abour practices, 6 ftch ecsosmtartihkeut, e soteatvé Ir e n
glaHairsamsay B0 O &i n§) al so i ncludes environ
occur due to encounters, and identity f
because identities cTamugdg,akteh @ nmunletgiad p e
pts can help provide a framework to ana

e edgd af diseupgailon on how to help with

marginalizati on.
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The outline of this thesis

This thesis seeks to bring attenhumansoatheh
edge of conservatdiesrcrarbeas myCleapteegr etnwe col |
Zi mbabwe. This includes an explanation of di

chall enges nt hdte. Iplrfoxzcelsaspt er t hree, the histo

that | ed to the formation and creatiameof Wa
di scudheesck. factors include influence from col
changes in I and use and owner-daypcofRhapter f
specifically the | ife of people Il iatiingnaln Ts
Park. chaptkeirdescribe the income and | iveliho
vill agers, their experiences with drought, f

focus on presenting the places whley et mumans,

encounter each other. This includes both spa
more towards highlighting the |ife of humans
as contact zones. I n chapnhner a6d bpdnsounssabhb
near the boundary of a national park. This i
conservation, the i mportance that they place
the national p ar kd ifsecntuckes. e ETuhteu rceh aapstpeirr aatlisoon s
especially in relation to their relationship

21



2. Methodology

This dResgtremes the research methods | wused t
field, including how | managed the challenge
Zi mbabwe, for the purpose of data coll ection

Sepbem 2019; March 2020 to July 2020 and Jan
met hods with the goal of answering my resear
met hods and quantitative met hods. sAucht haes st a
frleesting and pile sorting, reviewing archiywv

understand the topic and research site bette

interviews, surveys, and foclhe greswemradihscuss
Observations also played an integral rol e th
was at the village. Pl anning my trips and ma

into another category thaw WwWoekpeni €opwe det he

navigated the different challenges | faced,

Entering the fieldfirst impressions

| coll ected data during the time | spent in

ot her splcdhceass, t he national archives. Before |
with officials from The Zi mbabwe Parks and W
Department of Livestock and Veterinary Servi
The oNaatli Archives of Zi mbabwe. This section
initial experience with finding a field site
interactions with different autyhdraittai el tl lreatt

process.

22



Whil e in Harare, Il visited and introduced my
organi sations related to my research, from w
requested approval to conduct my reeaarch. T
Parks and wildlife Authority, the Department
and the National Archives. |l also visited CI

f oot and mouth disease in Zi mbabwe.

Identifying and selecting a field site

The initial premise of my research wag to st
influences the relationship among humans, |
studying the communities | ocated near Hwange

communities navigate through the prnrollrems an

associated with |iving near the edges of con
study site, which was near the park, by iden
FMD outbreaks. | planned to tghagathewor knfiomr maltii

and to examine the statistics of FMD occurre
out breaks. However, t wo reasons influenced t

| ocation of my fieldvsiews. wikit hswolfy, cmwalisnff oro

services and those from the Parks and wil dl i
communities in Tsholotsho rural district are
i s unli ke congneunDitsitersi citn tHwatn ar e buffered b
The border that separates Hwange Nati onal P a
140 km | ong; It is the | argest border separa

(Hwange MaPniaghe mddretnc e, my di scussions with ¢t
decision to go to Tsholotsho Rur al Di strict

Hwange District, as | had initially planned.

23



statistics and records about FMD in this are
was no available data of FMD outbreaks in Ts

One veterinary officer explaoonéedandamouhéar di

out breaks in the |l ast 30 years in Tshol otsho
i nformation available to me to determine whi
that | could use, itthewas mbiefrf iod ulFtMDf @t e etad
village. Therefore, the process of choosing
t hat was | ocated near the national park fenc

Visiting Tsholotsho Rural District

Li ke Hwange District, Tsholotsho Rur al Di str
i n theveMNdretrbn par@tFiodurZApnbjatb wler om short stays
Bul awayo, I had never liveddJulny th@l Matlabted &V
bus to Bul awayo, which is | ocated about 440

|l ived with relabrvey wbulreely pndpatag fn Tsh

preparations included intiscsduaitmg mysdkshol ot
District council, and requesting permission
accommodation, as well as identifying the di
Whil st in Bulawayo loyviandedgognduwdtreod uicretde my s
Provincial Veterinary officer of Matabel el an
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Figure 1 Map showing the location of Tsholotsho and Hwange National Park

|l visited Tshdloat ahhe Genmtsrte t(iT™&) i n August 2C
centre involved commuting from Bulawayo to T
secure adequate accommodation at Tshol otsho

km away fyom Bowlsawgovernment offices, and of
di strict, are in Tsholotsho Centre. | travel

omni bus, which | boarded near the road traff
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The journey takes about two to three hours w

experience del ays from eiutphse/rd rborpe aokfdfoswns or

Il n addition, the road to Tsholotsho Centre f

some rough patches of potholes along the way

small vehicles. Although mosteypfatéel ppt @o¢ @
most of the tarred road, espeftfialliluésriomciNga
ti me spent on the road. On my first trip, I

arrived at my dest-hpaotuirpnne yatwals2 pbne.c aTuhsee tthhree €l
fault, the engine was overheating. The drive
attended to the fault. Luckily, there was a

able to obtaehpsomel wdown tbehengine.

Upon arrival, my first action was to |l ook fo
for permission to conduct research in this d
him and explained the purposd afy mye gwiesitt aan
assistant asked me to make photocopies of my
of my document s. I went to the office provid

who did the photocopyilngwawatse ds utrop rgios etdo ttoh alte

(near the national park fence). &é6You wil/ ge
as she skimmed through my papers, while phot
concerns aboatwayssafhemy w@mred when | visit wu
expecting such a comment from her. Il n hindsi
whet her cases of rape in this area are commo
of hememstats a warning. I resolved to contin
number of things that I did not know about t
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first visit the village and, at the time, al
about safety that family and friends had exp
conduct research in this parkefodr & hceo miomug ttroy
Bul awayo, a family member had mentioned that

people from this part of the country are so

The | ady photocopying my documents continued
the research since you cannot speak any Ndeb
assistant and translator, to wdhiltédhr sthe b e prhy
assistant and transl ator because she comes f
moment | decided that | would not make any p

family and determined whetclaenr smyayr ¢ hearcloras

could find a research assistant who | ived in
documents and returned to the DAO6s office, w
advised, I thehf pcecetdeldet @ht @k Executive C
Council, Natur al resources department, the p

photocopies to obtain the necessary approval

Arriving at Thokozani village for the first time

|l found that asking for help and explaining

progress of my research. | asked family and
Family members and friends woul dd rcerf ewornmked o
Tshol ot sho, or they referred me to peopl e wh
district. Through these connections, I manag

di fferdoBoVvVecament al NCGOgami, satfitems expl ai ni ng

and intent of my research, I asked for their

27



of the park, as well as finding accommodati o

who knew someone who worked for an NGO in Ts
introduced me to my host father to wgom | ex
need for a place to stay during the ti me. He
their homestead, which is | ocated near the p
my fieldwork I finally managed to find a fan
My host familyEs village is |l ocated about 87
households are |l ocated about 3 km away from
to this village from Tshol otsho Cewarlkalwhe a
public transport and bad road. @AYou need a 4
Luckily, during one of their field visits to
interest is |l ocated, oneel mealh NGOtl fwas iTah

Centre to Kapanyana bus stop. The night befo
in a single room, after a family member drov
groceries. The f old otwhen g8 Onkom njionugr,n ey tfrraovne | T sel
Kapane, accompanied by people from the NGO.
their field visit, the driver of Pikte uN@O1ldr o

where | met my showsati tfiantgh efro,r wiheo wwat h a donke)

We | oaded my luggage into the cart, <c¢climbed

7 km journey from Kapanyana bus stop to the

narrow, sandy, and -lascathednw®i nWhPannc &lu lbagrsrhi vae
homestead, my host fatherEs wife, his daught
wel comed me. After sunset, before supper, my

28



homestead, where they wusually light a fire o

place that they call Ziga, and we wel come yo

Picturel: Taken in August 2019 at Kapanyana Bus stop

Picture2: Taken in August 2019 during my first visit to the homestead, when my host father
picked up me and my luggage at Kapanyanashos.
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Each village in this Ward is divided into wh

vill age head. Thokozani village is divided i
(Figurégigp village i s wehsetriemat ewaosf s22a yh onugs e h
Zandil e and Nganyani have an estimate of 57
started visiting homesteads and interviewing
vill age head and sioawhpge @rlreniisrsitins twi lilnda ge .v
each other in English because he understood
family. The village head of Ziga wel comed me
interview peoplle@ addhis$sownil hagenfor med me th
of all the villagers to introduce me.

At 12pm, on the day of the meeting, the vill

place, about 200m from his homestead. We sat
cleared of grass and stones, wi tghr osuenvde rtaol ftori
benches. The men sat on the benches whil e wo

wel comed the people and thanked them for con

of the women, the headman gave hanwhionm rlo dwacst i
staying with. The headman also asked my host
my stay and research. Afterwards, I was aske
the research. | explainad,t daotor! twi Idloofri,r g to
individually with the household heads or nex
intended to conduct free |isting and sorting

about data col |l ect imeretmeatghodd.e Dweraidmg nt s p o K ¢
|l anguage spoken by most of the villagers. I

my host father assisted me with translating.
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Figure 2 Map showing the location of study sites (Ziga, Zandile and Nganyana)

Data collection and analysis methods

Archi val records

| began my data coll ecHamar at Wihhen Narniiiowniahg A
person is supposed to enter their name, home
the |l ogbook of the security guard. Entering
business pl acesabwes. cVWhnenmo ne nitnerZinngb t he bui | d
|l ogbook where one must enter their name, add
and degptartthug erecdptitdhm sdeohk nt one is also re
andirveecem receipt with a number. When enterir

their name, addr ess, recei pt number, i nstitu
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reseaMNedabmd. gl ass walled readi

ng

and cards of the archi ve. One can

needed sl of

P s

n the desk of t he

retri es

readi A researahea tiameonl

y

Befor guesting a file, I searched

e titles and file numbers t

rchi For examglhe ,asl Gaanar,

ng.
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r e p dalsb seeviewed archival material that | could find about the improvement of access to

water for Africans living in the Gwaai Native Reserve, during the colonial period. There were

also several files on Tsetse fly. However, some files could not be retifrewe the

repository because the retrievers could not find them.

As ahinsmnorian the opportunity to con

National Archives, hel ped me to

know how t

sul t wi t

o
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materials. The staff was also very friendly
from specific staff, and paying a fee, I was
number of files. The informatepnahdobtasaedd

MAXQDA and CITAVI referencing software to co

documents that | had. After scanning the doc
coded or grouped the informationcéaseWi loal it fo
management | aws; foot and mouth disease in R
fly at Wanki e; Foot and mouth disease i n Wan

Reserve, and History of the foemaa.i sUsnigng hel T

and numbers into one database so that | coul
I had used in my thesis.
Free | isting and sorting
When | arrived at the village, I made the de
one of mmy hfodsst This is because | wanted to o
villagersé perceptions of |living near the na

host father was assisting me with tteraadmss loadt i o
the respondents, we would ask to talk with e
person who was at home at the ti me. | conduc
people from sevehweehootehbbdheff unwd@ngrghThif &
and nine mal es. Si nce -tZwog ah ohuasse haonl dess,t i mmya t geo ao
conduct the exercise with the heads of each

and no one was at home at the ot her four hon

I n order to fi rchaldadhegesf,me et deu emajoorl i vi ng

conducted two sets of free |listing and sorti
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degree of danger associated with the chall en

chall enges. | aBkgkdatbel respbhdeaoahalbenges
wil dITihfis?®xercise give me an insight into
|l iving near the edge of the national par k.

problem or the threat of FMD rank<goinmdurceleat i

a second set of freesliscstdegeamdnsorheéeing kxe

di sease, the | evel of danger associated with

d i s d asked respondents to list the names of livestock diseases that they know and those
that have affected their livestock in the past. | later asked them to rank the diseases according

to how dangerous they think they are.

| entered the data that | collected from t
Excel and created some of the tables and gr a
me to have first | evel i nsightliwnest bolw dthush
how dangerous they perceive them to be. It
already been alluded to by the officials and
village, which inebudechhasvfewtthnant thoesthsa
t hat affect people here because of the | ack

l ntervi ews

| used infor mal interviewdepsemst stcugt e@deidn
during the data coll ection process. Il n 2019,
vill age, as wel | as experts from the Veteri

Wildlife, and peopl eNOGodrskdan ¢ ofsrbd m att h eo nd iofff & rr

met hods (such as insormalk uredei nitewyi @awad ) S &I

beginning stage of the data collection proce
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of foot and mouth disease was Vviewed by the

s e mi structured interviews was al so to obtai

this with the use of reguesten aynodurg uleisvte sotnosc

sick fell sick and what actions did you take

what extent does the il]l heal th of your |

ti me when wildlife attaatchkodhsyadurd lyiowestakelk 6a

guestions after conducting the free |isting

responses, I had the opportunity to ask ques

t hey had gi vedn.meThbiesc aaulsseo Ihewapse abl e t o have

that | would use to create ques+liepshtér ufcotru rseudr

interviews (in 2022) Il ater in the data col

In 2022, with the help of my research assistantteartslator, | was able to conduct twenty
seven indepth interviews. | conducted the interviews with nineteen women and eight men. |
asked the questions in English and my research assistant would then translate the question
and ask the participants in NdéeWhile a few responded in English, most participants

made their replies in Ndebele. My assistant would them translate their responses into English
for me. | grouped the questions into four different topics, such as opinions about living at the
edge of he national park; opinions about conservation and wildlife; livelihoods and income
and lastly, opinions about their future aspirations for the village and national park. AH the in
depth interviews were digitally recorded using a recorder and a mobikedétrianscribed

the interviews from the digital recording to a Microsoft Word document and then uploaded
the document onto MAXQDA software. In MAXQDA | coded the information based on
themes such as the fence; living on the edge; the significance ebdikemd land; and the

significance of conservation.
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I n June 2020 when the President had |ifted c
survey in all three villages, Ziga, Zandil e

open ended and cl ose ended quesfeobpaeast $sedtwvo
section consisted of questions about demogr a

There was also a question asking about the d

avail able to a househotdonhaiaapthenskedtti ba
access to food and water in their househol d
of the effects of the drought. I n the | ast s

human wil dl i f e iifntcearldcyt iacsrkse.d la bsopuete t he ki nd

and the places they and their | ivestock were
Before my research assistants and | began co
inform them about our presence in the villag

concerns -APoufTh€ownudse i n c¢harogwe nagd Vfirsoemd Halra
highsk area, | should be cautious if | start
She also advised the use of masks, hand sani
conducting intervi ews,graonudp sdhies cduissscioounrsa. g elLda sfi
write down my name and contact details in th

after | | eave, and they need to trace me.

I n preparation to conduct the survey, | firs

met with one of my research assistants to di

Af t erwards, during a two daywiptihl orte s plo nfdiernstts
from Zi ga. During those two days the driver
woke up early and | eft Bulawayo around 5: 30a
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ne can follow along from one h
this village haost momel diokneeds t e a
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households which would othefWweseohdveéei baenf a
homes could indicate that although, the hous
they are not always occupied by their owners
the city or town, or in neighbnoutro ntgh eciorunvtirli
home. This situation also confirms that migr

remittances have so far been considered a ge

as the number one, chadaktiteel shoodsoMrgeabfo
possible, and is further discussed in chapte
We continued to drive towards Nganyani; the

al most scattered when compared with the prev
homesteads in comparison to the oft htethet wo. VW
homesteads in this village is not in a |inea
from one homestead to another was more, in c

we ran into a familiar probldesm.weAse iunn oZcacnudpiile

Anot her problem that we encountered while ad
were not home because they had either gone t
they were attending the ritualomnd hdweVviesrn k atmr

did not want wus +{foori netxearnvpileew tahecnhialtd awals s el

homestead to tell us that no one was at home
the survey phase, | acroguel td. nTohti smeweats npyr oebxl peentat
When | created the survey questionnaire, I a
schedule. The questions asked during this in
specific Iissue that had come up ndursiamsd@ iibmfsor
wanted to get more information from the vill
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When returning to the village in 2022, I was

2019, |l was still developing the topic and g
did not seem |i ke a good timelyvp bpynd2@20grG6
regul ations made it i mpossible for me to con
vill age and conduc tOnagrouprconsisied of five yodng sienu s si ons .

between the ages of 18 and 32. The second group discussiantivaggroup of five women
between the ages of 54 and 74 years. The discussions lasted 55 minutes and 39 minutes,
respectively. Both groups gave their different perspectives about living near the national park.
Although they highlighted some differencetated to their daily work, based on gender
differences, they have similarities when it comes to the responsibility of protecting their
livestock from the attacks from wildlife. As during the interviews, | conducted the group
discussions by asking the quess in English. My research assistant then translated the
guestions and asked the participants in Ndebele. The participants would most often respond
in Ndebele, and my assistant would then translate into English and tell me the reBptnse.
group discussions were digitally recorded using a mobile device or reemdiéater

transcribed to Microsoft Word

Challenges

Social and economiec situation in Zimbabw
During the time of my fieldwork, Zi mbabwe wa
watsehrort ages, electricity shortaggs.a cysh onlke
and a global pandemic. The electricity short

"nttps://edition.cnn.com/2019/10/21/africa/zimbabweslephantdroughtstarvation/index.html
Date accessed 10 October 2019
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s did not spealglSmkdnavedrdd, I
are more confident express
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My host father also referred me to one young
English up to Ordinary Level; he thought she
we met with her, I ¢ onpmyc theods ta fnaotchke re xaenrdc insoe
exercise was to demonstrate how | planned to
exercise, and help determine how well she co
some of the English,tsebhpsiwasenwohabbl ewas psh
father was answering. Since my host father s
proceeded to respond to the questions in Eng
young | ady wa.s Aufntaebrl et tios deox esroci se, my host

assist me with the free |isting and sorting
my stay in 2019. Hence, my host father assis

avail abtemthime work around the homestead.

A few days after the mock test, my host fath
at one homestead, and | noticed that the won
English. After we | eft the homdasetde ad, als kti anlgd
|l ady to help me as a research assistant. He,
have her assist me since the womanEs husband
| aws would first needatna,asnostheiikedgn ftdryp
This incident also |l eft me asking myself whe
woman wal king around the village, asking peo
This al so made me nr eafsl eactf eoval my vpegittor at tt
around asking people questions although I ne
always in the company of ei tihlkPawmymhoséséat b

assi antdlmeg sdr i ver .
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When | returned in 2020 and 2022, I searched
village by contacting someone who worked for

referred me to people from Tshol cbshecCentre

with their own research projects. Il n 2020, b
Tshol ot sho Rur al District. One taught at a p
Secondary school. They were alhod ohsrho iCrenTghe
the nearby villages. I n 2022, because one of
a recent uniwher diiTteyh gl rioahdsuhaot eCent re, in their

only ever have two research assistants at a
village, it was still very valuable that the

and wemwmtolt o nsdlhol otsho district.

Travel and Transportation
As my areas of interest were in different pa
my data collection experience. Whilst my stu

from Harare, the National Arctéhitvies, P¥eksrand
Wil dlife Head Office are there in the capita
District Administrators office, offices of |
Services offices ar e abnu8rksrh amlwatys Ha o@e rnt three ,v i w
often than not, I would use public transport
at the start of, and during my field work in
would dropped meCehtrenofshaol ohehnearest bus
and 22012 used public transport to travel from
time spent data collecting in the villages,

from Bul awayo to Tshol otshp,t i u®kartfiovees dahaon e lo
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l' ived i n Bul awayo. I also hired a driver fro

to assess its suitability to drive |l ong dist
to quickly access al | tsheraerec hv ialslsa gsetsa natnsd ftrroa
Centre to the village.

Corona Vvirus

The corona virus outbreak af flecftleedw tthoe Zsientboan
on the 27th of February, a few dAatysHafare Ka
Il nternatianwadr lKAéer pwsitng a handhel d infrared
temperature of each di sembaudrsknmedgima £den@dn ea

of ficials directed passengers to the side an

purpose of stay i n Zi mbarbewe .t ol heinsa bwaes cpoanrtta co
follow up on recentTherweek| &fftsert omyZi anbraibwa |.
application for the renewal of my research P

|l ater coll ectetdbfmyMaopreecmit on the 13

On the 17th of March, I travelled to Bul away
Later that day, the Presliodeantstoaft eZionfb anbanei odne
anticipation of its i mpact aandd tiot smasktea fift tpoo
resources and -mé¢adoungh aharmstweirtt no confirn
On the other hand, our neighbours Namibia, Z

some cases of the virrcths. [Atr ec7:i OvG dS lan dahy nEk2 ¢

fat her. Il n a faint tone, attesting to the ba
visiting the villageé you should wait to con
research. I d o In ofti nkinsohw bwihte nl hwei Iwi lcal | you
you to come.d6 Tsi kamutanda is -abhbwewmesheadt or
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performing rituals to help people remove the

i fe. I complied with the advice of my host
foll owing dWlyen als madmraged .t o retuwasta the Vv
witchdoctor again in the village, and some p

attend a beer brewing ceremony conducted by
same Tsi kamutanda who was therteo imedrartcthat 1tt
kind of witchdoctor still visited or was 1inv
that their practices are deceptive and used
l i vest ock. Due to thsetomemgohseérdwaotk, of dh

ceremony or probe further about its purpose

On Monday 23 March, news came thad9 iamnounced

Zi mbabwe. By this time Zi mbah@&e Mhhd fblIkewpao

morning | decided ftraom rBat d@lwabeaaclki steod Hahraatr ei t
for me to proceed to the village, fi rshte beca
rate at WBIi clhnCevyind were increasing in the ¢
assessed that it would be betuanéer onhdnmgther rdh

evening of Friday 27 March, shortly before 8
30 March Zi mbabwe would be under 21 days of

started its |l ockdown a few days prior, on Th

When | entered supermarkets or shops during
empl oyees were dispensing hand sanitizers to
Apart from the commerci al hand sanialiszer or
used methyl ated spirit. Some major super mar k

buckets of water with a tap and a dish at th
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wash their hands before entering (see pictur
after the |l ockdown restrictions had eased, I
hand washing station at t h-ei dnmsrt@gncc eb,otuslieng ¢

and wood sticks (see picture 4).

Picture4 Shows ahandwashing station at the entrance of my host family’s homestead.
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On the 1st of June, it was a Monday, my brot
of fice to ask if there was a possibility of

travel to Bulawayo and then Tsvmeelkotls thadt d odua

out that i f one was able thevgswve, expl ankhit ndn
aut horization was issued by t hreefpeoritriecdd .meOur
citydéds central police station. |l bought an a
phar macy, as directed by the policeman. I fi
When | entered the gate difr echtee dc etna rtanhe plod wnc
from the entrance of the building where a fe

gueue and waited my turn to speak to the off

She read what el afdd dwrviittt emdormastkled t o see my

asked about how | would travel all the way t
not yet allowed travel i n the country. Il rep
was dtovBauapgawayo for work. She then stamped
me. On Sunday 7 June, |l travelled to Bul away
chapter, I |l ater travelled to Tsholotsho to

My last visit to the village was in 2022, and the last activity that | did in the village was the

female focus group discussion.

Conclusion

During the data collection process, | had the opportunity to travel and live in Tsholotsho. This
experience was new and challenging. It was challenging in the beginning because | had very
little knowledge of the district and community that | was planningesearch.

Communicating with, and asking different people for help and information about the area,

helped me to plan my stay and activities. My background as a Zimbabwean helped me
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managed the social and economic situation in the country and be aware of some of the
cultural norms that framed my interactions with the villagers. Minor similarities with some of
the villagers, such as sharing the same tdtem), made it possible to break the ice in
conversations and create a platform to build relationships. Furthermore, my sense of
belonging and familiarity in the country was also higher because of my proxinmty to

family members. | believe that these personal characteristics helped and contributed to my

being perceived or understood as a local visitor to the villager.

However, because of my limited level of Ndebele, my time in the village was challenging. In
this case, my lack of knowledge about the language made me an outsider. Finding research
assistants that could help me with translation helped solve that prot@dekmawledge

however, that there is the possibility that some of the information or expressions may have

been lost in translation.

There were also other instances that may have cemented the way my jagsaioautsider
in the village was perceived. Apart from an inadequate knowledge of the language, my level
of formal education may also have contributed to the villagers perception of me as an
outsider. Some of the villagers, for example, were surprised to learn thatnsiblings and
| had all undergone formal education to at least undergraduate level. One person asked me

what my young brother was doing, and | answered that he had finished school and is now

working; they then asked, Ifhseaifdi,nifisnhoe d hsee cgor n

university.o They went on to ask, Aso your
and your brother also went to university?o

noting that At he omegplte isrenkaradrl e tthave mhi

was probably surprising to her because it was not common for young people in the village to

obtain a higher education certificate. | pondered over this comment during and after
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fieldworKk. It made me aware of how my backgr
someone from theapitalcity with access to higher education and now studying in a foreign

country. As a consequence of this experience, | would assess that my position as researcher
within this geographical area be better described &scahoutsiderbecause | am a national

to the country, but an outsider to the community due to my ethnicity, class, and educational

background.
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3.Hi storical background: Zi mbabwe

Conservation History

In this chapter, | focus on Zimbabwe's land and conservation history in relation to
Matabeleland north, where my field site is located. This is witlmtieation of highlighting
the environmental history and context from which both Hwange National Park and the

communal areas in Tsholotsho come, and how they relate to khwitdife relations. The

chapter seeks to answer the research question, whichagkshi st or i cal f act or s
in | and use, and resource use and ownership
relations i n Hwange Nat iThesaurcesPfanfoknatmmfarthis ur r o u

chapter come from literature review and review of archival material. The chapter begins by
discussing how some pomlonial societies in Zimbabwe lived and interacted with the
environment and resources around themsa discuss the colonial period, beginning with

the arrival of the British South Africa Company (BSCA), its aggressiveda&e and use of
natural resources. In what became Southern Rhodesia, the racially biased (Floyd, 1962: 566)
and capitalist driven dearcation of land by the BSAC during the colonial era, determined

the use of land and thus the location of communal and conservation areas today.

Human environment relations prior to the colonial occupation

San and Nambya communities

What is apparent is that historians such as Haynes (2014) and Sagiya (2019) note that the area
that is present day Hwange National Park was not void of early human life, use, or settlement
in precolonial times. This assessment is based on their studghakatogical sites, such as

stone age tools (Haynes, 2014), rock carvings (Austen, 1971; Haynes 2014), aiwhiitzhe

ruins (Sagiya, 2019; McGregor, 2005).
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The work of Haynes (2014) shows that the area, which is presehiveiyge district and

Hwange National Park, was home to a group of early humans in the stone Age as early as 400
000 years ago (Haynes, 2014: 90), hence the presence of stone tools found in the park. San
people are possibly the descendants of the sigeebragers (Haynes, 2014). Because of the
presence of the rock carvings at Bumbusi and Detema, Austen (1971) similarly describes the
presence of humans in Wankie National Park during prehistoric times. From the rock
carvings and the tools, it was deduced thate was a possibility that hunting and gathering

was part of the way of life for these early people. This suggests that early humans in this area
interacted with animals through hunting, for purposes such as nourishment or defence. The
presence of rockarvings suggests that the extent of the closeness in relationship between
humans and their environment, was such that the early people created rock art depicting their
shared life. Hunting practices were good for providing food forcptenial societieas well

as other byproducts, such as raw material for implements, clothing, adornment,

ornamentation, and medicine (Manyanga and Pangeti, 2017).

Hunting and gathering formed the livelihoods of nomadic San communities. According to
Haynes (2014), San territories inherited for
marked by waterholes, hills, recognizable trees or abstracted distance sudhaag ‘awal k6 or
Eas far as the eye can seeE0 (Haynes, 2014:
that the different San communities managed the space and resources among them to prevent

over utilization or encroaching into the area of anothemsomty.

In addition, the area also had spiritual significance among the San. According to Bhebhe and
Chirume (2016), the National Archives of Zimbabwe has oral testimonies that document the
religious beliefs of the San that they used to practice religious ritutile area which is now

Hwange National Park. They usually performed these religious rituals at worship centres,
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such as such as AChini, Bhongobhogo, Baki kahb

Il nterview 12 June 2012), 0 which were mostly
2016:64). This also highlights that, when the area became a game reserve, the San lost access
to an area that not only served as a space for hunting and gathering to fulfil their livelihoods,

but also places that held spiritual significance.

The signs of the first farmers in the area are believed to have come from people who
practiced farming between one and two thousand years ago (Hayne920T4ese signs

of farming practices either indicated that populations had increased, and people had to farm
to increase food supplies, or it was the result of the arrival of farmers from somewhere else.
In either case, the population had shifted froralence on wildlife and started cultivating

the land. On the other hand, Haynes (2014) postulates that the San people kept distance from
the farmers and retreated into the Kalahari sands when new settlers came into the area.
Although different ethnic groigomay have, at some point, shared similar space and
resources, they had different uses for it based on their different lifestyles. In addition, during
my review of literature about the historical background of the area, | was not able to find any
studies hat discuss whether this increase in population and changes in land use influenced
wildlife and its interactions with humans. Such studies would help to show to what extent, if
any, the arrival of a sedentary group of people have had on the movemerliéd asid its

natural ranges.

Fire was also a present feature in the arrival of farming (Haynes, 2014; Austen, 1971).
Radiocarbon dated charcoal of 1&%00 years ago, suggests that fire was an integral part of
farming practices in this area as it accompanied a system of burnimgutdarid for

cropping, hunting, and gathering, or caused by lightning. Therefore, farming in this area was

present, which suggests that there were some areas that had favourable conditions for
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growing crops even though the region is well known to be dry with low rainfall patterns.

Haynes (2014) describes the Nambya as

(Haynes, 2014: 124). This group of farmers was sedentary and settled on hillvgesnige

Anf ar mi

after they broke away from the Rozvi Dynadfjglre 3 in the eighteenth century (Haynes,

2014; Chiweshe, 2022). According to Chiweshe (2022), although the area offered few places

with good land for cultivation, the Nambya were able to adapt their agricultural practices by

planting crops, such as bulrush leti] and growing crops in the river valleys.
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Figure 3 Map showing Rozvi Dynasty and Nambya locations

There are about fifty stongalled ruins in Hwange National Park today, and these ruins have

been built by people with ancestral links to the Nambya (Sagiya, 2019). These ruins, such as

the Bumbusi and Mtoa ruin&igure 3, held spiritual significance to the Nambya because
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they performed traditional ceremonies, such as asking for rain and wellbeing (Chiweshe,
2022; McGregor, 2005). Hence, the area was more than just a source of food and sustenance
for people, it was also of cultural and spiritual significance. The name W&/amkich was

later changed to Hwange, is derived from the Nambya who lived under the governance of a

chief named Whang@laynes, 2014).

In addition to hunting and farming practices, the use of forest resources was important to the
way of life of the people in the northestern part of Zimbabwe. As explained by Kwashirai
(2009), the Ndebele referred to the forestgusi Before colonial settlers and the laws that
came with them, the forests served the people in different ways. According to Kwashirai
(2009), the Zambezi teak woodlands in nestbstern Zimbabwe, were particularly important

to the survival and livelihoodd éfricans during the late 19th century. Africans used wood

to build canoes, construct huts, and for firewood (Kwashirai, 2009). There were forms of

management in place for the use of the forests and wildlife. Kwashirai notes that:

ACustomary management practices of wild
beliefs, and taboos enforced by religious and political leaders, notably spirit

mediums. Disobeying such guidelines was believed to cause drought, famine, and
disease. The natui local customary practices and their enforcement by leaders

were not uniform and varied by community and available natural resources. These
traditions, more flexible than codified written laws, changed over time and were

modi fi ed by (Kwashicay2d@tl®.nc e s o0

This suggests that there was a form of conservation and management practices that existed
among Africans before the colonial period. Another example of such conservation and

wildlife management practices is that of the Ndebele, who also came to sdtdeagibn.
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The Ndebele and wildlife management

The Ndebele arrived in theghveld, what is present day Bulawaigure 3) in 1838, led

by Mzilikazi. Fleeing Shaka Zulu in South Africa, the group headed north and crossed the
Limpopo, and they settled in the highveld. This area was strategic because it was free of
Tsetse fly, and had favourable conditions for keeping c&tér(er, 1971). The Ndebele

became the dominating power in the region with a large and strong army that would raid the
Shona communities and other neighbours for grain, cattle, and captives, or receive some form

of tax (Palmer, 1971).

European missionaries, hunters, traders, and adventurers had been present in the Ndebele
kingdom since the late 1850s, requesting permission from the Ndebele kings and Shona

chiefs to pursue different interests (Msindo, 20Myilikazi and Lobengula, the Ndebele
kings,implemented different laws against overhunting of wild animals for different reasons.
Mzilikazi implemented a form of game laws against the hunting of Elephants for the purpose

of managing the presence of tsetse fly in the area (Mavhunga, 2018: 38). This view is also
expressed by Robert Moffat, whdaansarat ed t hat
numerous during winter, especially when the tsetse abounds, but he, like anyone else who

ought to have wiser heads, has instituted game laws, so that no one but his own people can
hunt the el ephanhad87qLdberglld, the sonbbfMzibkazi, (Rdame .

King after the death of his father. According to Manyanga and Pangeti (2017), Lobengula

also had a hunting reserve and would issue i
hunters to routes in an effodt pr ot ect Ndebel e hunting rights
was an increasing number of European hunters who requested permission to hunt in his area
(Manyanga and Pangeti, 2017: 285). In 1915, Colonial officers also expressed the possibility

of the presnce of game laws during Lobengula’s time when they acknowledged that
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enforcing game | aws among Africans was not

a

was a game reserve to t hé&Thedifetencabetveenthber t hwe st

| aws of Lobenguladés time and those enforced

was no fee required for killing Aordinary
However, the King required payment for thiitkg of animals such as elephant, ostrich,
giraffe, and hippopotamus. The Superintendent of Natives Victoria described the conditions

of hunting during this time as follows:

ANo one was allowed to kill game there
King's boys, i.e., his own hunters used to hunt there for him. Occasionally | knew him
to ask a white man to go and kill some special kind of game for him there. Natives
wereallowed to hunt any kind of game over the whole rest of the couatiy used

to sell ivory, rhinoceros horns, ostrich feathers, and cow hides (for sjamboks) to the
white people: as far as | ever heard, never paid any fee for the privilagea

succesful hunter periodically took some gift of ivory or feathers to the king as a
matter of policy. No restriction was placed on Europeans, except that of asking, nor

was any fee charged for the killing of ordinary game, but payment was asked for the

righttok i | | el ephant, ostricdh, giraffe, and

Selous (1907) recounts his first experience when seeking permission from Lobengula to hunt

elephants in 1875. A few years later he asked for permission to hunt-dspmiidbut was

only given the go ahead to sthtntinginmidJ une, wi t h | rgeto Mashmnai on s

ga

I,.

t

country, but told us that we must hunt to the westward of the riverd<Gwéi Se | ou s , 1907

On this expedition, Selous set out in the navidst direction and recalls that they arrived at

AiLinquUsi valleyd and made permanent camp

8 National Archives of Zimbabwe (NAZ)NB5-7, 6 August 1915 Game Laws in Lobengula’s time
SNAZ N24-5-7, 6 August 1915 Game Laws in Lobengula’s time
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which Selous described, is in present day Hwange National Park. Furthermore, the area he
could hunt was located west of the Gwai river, south of the Zambezi, and east of the Victoria
falls. These areas are also now part of present day Kavango Zambezi A¢«Ading to

Selous:

AThe tract of country in which | was prin
situated in the angle formed with the Zambesi by the Gwali, which empties itself into

the Zambesi about eighty miles to the east of the Victoria Falls. These hills are for th

most part thickly wooded, though some are very rocky and precipitous, and nearly all

of them rough and thorny. In some parts they open out into broad grassy valleys,

which, dotted with clumps of trees and bush, present quitedpark e appear anc

(Selous, 1907: 70).

From the accounts of Selous we can infer that Lobengula would instruct hunters to hunt in the
northwestern part without crossing the Gwaai river, especially during certain seasons.

Although the area where Selous received permission to hunt had wildkféjfficult to

ascertain the exact populations that were present in that area at the time. What is clear is that
managing when, where, and possibly how much game was hunted, was important to African
societies such as the Ndebele. The African rulersesdahese hunting restrictions probably

because during the $@entury there was depletion of wildlife numbers due to European

hunters, and the game laws may have been a way to protect the economic resource from
depletion. In addition, Beinart (1990) claims that, apart from being important for subsistence
andtrademong the Ndebel e, hunting was also a wa\)

(Beinart, 1990:163).

There were, therefore, at least three different African communities that lived in and around

what is present day Hwange National Park and who had a relationship with the environment
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and wildlife through hunting, gathering, and farming, as well as spiritual and cultural

practices. The earliest known community is that of the San who had a mainly hunter gatherer
lifestyle, while the Nambya people were a sedentary group whose spiritueliigural

connection to areas inside the park can be traced backstotieewallruins. Other ethnic

groups that were also present in the area include Tonga and Dombe communities (Andersson
and Cumming, 2013). Although the Ndebele appeared later, the historical evidence shows
that they also demonstrated a significant relationship gt they managed the use of

wildlife and natural resources. Although the use of resources may have differed among the
African communities, there is consensus among different scholars that spiritual/religious
beliefs and political leaders played a significant role in the conservation of wildlife and

natural resources (Kwashirai, 2006; Manyanga and Pangeti, 2017; Mavhunga, 20iteM
2013b and Murombedzi, 2003). Furthermore, the evidence presented above points towards
the presence of fAgame | awso and fAgame reserv
guestion that comes to mind is, if African communities were acquainted amité form of

wildlife and environmental governance enforced by African leaders, what was the difference

between these laws and the game laws that were later introduced by colonial settlers?

The colonial occupation and its changes to land use and ownership

The overhunting that characterized #daly colonial years, led to diminished wildlife

numbers (Andersson, 2013; Cumming, 1981). The years betweerl 8860arelescribed

as the 6age of the fortune huntersd because
mining, was the main motive of the early colonial settlers (Palmer, 1977; Kwashirai, 2009).

In 1890, Cecil John Rhodes pursued the prospects of gold north of the Limpopo River;

because of his desire was to find the second Rand. However, the land was already home to

diverse groups of Africapsuch as the Shona and Ndebele. It was through deception that
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Rhodes, and two hundred men of the British South Africa Company (BSAC) were able to
obtain mineral rights through the Rudd Concession in 1888. Their rights were upheld by the
British Government, and they eventually entered the land based on the Royat Gha889

(Palmer, 1977).

These fortune hunters were soon disappointed though, as their prospecting in Mashonaland

did not yield the desired results. Consequently, Rhodes turned his attention to Matabeleland
Awhose miner al potential was c aland,ialevnered t o b
the fertile highveld, well stocked with Ndeb
1971: 43). This desire eventually led to the start of the Matabele War in 1893. However,

despite many of the European men being very dejected bgdkef gold in Mashonaland,

they were not motivated to fight in the war. To motivate those European men who were

refusing to fight in the Matabele war, Rhodes promised they would receive certain

concessions if they participated.

‘¢ that everyone who took up arms was to I
morgen (6,350 acres) anywhere in Matabeleland. Moreover, the invaders were under

no obligation to occupy their farms. Each man was also granted fifteen reef and five

alluvial claims, while the 'loot’, the Ndebele cattle, was to be shared, half going to the
Company and the remaining half being divided equally among the officers and men.
Needless to say, the British Government was not informed of the Agre@Padmer,

1971: 43).

Unfortunately, the BSAC defeated the Ndebele during this war in 1894. The Matabele War
had an immense impact upon future land problems especially because the above mentioned
agreement set a precedence for t beeinkrignisd of a

to land and the treatment of Africans (Palmer, 1977).
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The defeat of the Ndebele led the BSAC to create the first native reserves, Gwaai Native

reserve and Shangani Natives, which later became préagritsholotsho and Lupani

Districts. Some of the Africans were moved out of Bulawayo and into these restiness,

refused to move and remained as labourers or tenants to the new landowners; others became
squatters and some Africans moved into missionary farms (Msindo, 2016). The BSAC

therefore moved into Bulawayo highveld, established the town, pegged out dadrseized

Ndebele cattle. The implications of cattle looting were grave for the Africans because cattle

were a valuable resource to them. Cattle were a symbol of status and prestige, they were a
currency used during barter trade, and had cultural adigibres significance. Eventually the

|l ands of the Ndebele became fAprivate estates
companieso (Pal mer, 1977: 38). However, by t
not had any success in finding the expdamount of gold in Matabeleland, these private

individuals and commercial companies turned their attention to other resources and uses, this

included agriculture, timber, and the mining of other resources.

The first Chimurenga war occurred from 1898 when both the Shona and Ndebele fought

for liberation from the colonial settlers. The BSAC defeated both the Ndebele and the Shona
and claimed all the area and land as war booty, thus justifying their owmefshe whole

land, including minerals, forests, cattle, and wildlife (Kwashirai, 2008). It is possible that
fighting during the war distracted African’s attention and authority away from wildlife
management, and thus affected wildlife numbers. Thegefia89697 was however, also

the time when an outbreak of rinderpest occurred, and this led to a decrease in both wildlife
and cattle numbers, including the disappearance of tsetse fly. Therefore, human wildlife
relations were affected by the rinderpegtbreak and the war by limiting the amount of time

that Africans could spend managing wildlife.
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After the uprisings and defeat of Africans, the BSAC created additional native reserves across
the country (Palmer, 1971:59). The colonial government also later established forest reserves
and game reserves. These new laws and ways of governing the damda@umrces affected

the patterns of land use as well as wildlife management and conservation. Hence, the actions
of the BSAC not only affected Africans by barring them access to land and its resources, but
their actions also affected the natural environtraand vegetation. Factors such as

deforestation and soil erosion were major problems due to the extensive and exploitative

mining, agriculture, and timbebased economy that the settler colony had set up.

Gwaai Native Reserve (GNR)

In 1894, Gwaai and Shangani Native rese(¥gure 4)were the first native reserves in

Southern Rhodesia created by the BSAC at the onset of colonial occupation in 1890 (Palmer,
1977:30; Andersson and Cumming, 20113)ese reserves marked the end ofqoi®nial

ways of land use and ownership and the beginning of privatisation and capitalism under a
minority population of European settlef$e creation of the native reserves was based on
information obtained through a Land Commission. It is noted that the two men responsible

for the Land Commission did ndiligently examine the suitability of the proposed area, but
simply recommended t he | oc aatéradiand feftladndis | v ci t
regarded as being the best grazing veldt in Matabeleland, and has been, and is still being
occupiedbynat i vesdé6 (Pal mer, 1977: 32). I n additio
concerned that the land lay along the tsetse fly belt, especially the Shangani reserve (Palmer,
1977). However, L.S. Jameson dismissed this argument based on informatiorghaup af

police who visited the area and did not see any tsetse fly. Furthermore, it was believed that

since the tsetse fly belt was constantly shifting, the reserves were not really located along the

belt (Palmer, 1977). However, a new commissioner, &kl Grey, later deemed the

|l ocation of both reserves to be O6grossly ina
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Kwashirai (2009) asserts that the Ndebele did not like the area because it was dry, waterless,

and had infertile soils. The new commissioner also statedithah a t the Ndebel e r

two reserves as O0cemeteries not homesdéo (Pal

Negative perceptions about the suitability of the reserves abounded among both Africans and

European settlers. Apart from fears of tsetse fly, Alexander et al., (2000: 44) claims that

Protestant Ndebele and mi ssi on afpagancultsreg w he
fit only for wild beasts and wild men, incapable of supporting ksigge plough cultivation;
bereft of c¢clinics and schools.o0o In 1920, he
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Water in the GwaaWative Reserve
One of the problems at Gwaai Native reserve was the lack of sufficient water. About five

sixths of the Reserve did not have any surface water for nine months of a year (Zvobgo,

1891) . I n 1921 the total area ofe tnhiel ersets,eravne
it was fisaid that there are practically no n
the r%¥selrhveercef ore, the reserve | acked any il

consequence the only surface watetThe hat can
colonial government were planning to move several Africans from Bulawayo and Matobo
districts to this reserve; however, the lack of access to water was a problem they needed to

solve if they wanted many Africans to move.

AThe scarcity of water in the Gwaai Reser
who for various reasons, are obliged to move off private property; and as provision

will have to be made in the near future to meet the requirements of a large native
popuation, who will be obliged to remove from the Bulawayo and Matobo Districts

next year, | am of the opinion that early steps should be taken in the direction

7

suggested €& for augmentin§y the water supp

From the years of 1913 to 1923, there were actions that were taken to increase the access to
water in different parts of Gwaai Native Reserve through drilling boreholes, windmills, and
the installation of tanks and troughs. To sink the wells or drill trehwles, Africans were

often required to provide (free) labour or to financially contribute to the process. In 1921,
there was communication between the Irrigation and Agricultural Engineer and the Director

of Agriculture about the importance of makingteraavailable for resettlement in certain

10NAZ N9/5/1 30 December 1921 EhGovernment Irrigation Engineer writing to the Chief Native
Commissioner Salisbury

1INAZ S26270-2, 22 Ocbber 1958Pan Deepening: Gwaai Reserve

2NAZ W1/4/1 19 September 1918hief Native Commissioner Bulawayo to the secretary, Department of the
Administrator
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native reserves, such as the Gwaai, Nata and Semokwe R&3émye suggested that water
could be made available by means of boring or sinking about 70 boreholes during the next 3
years'# In the 1950s, suggestions were also made to deepen existing pans because they
improved access to water for cattle and they reduced the strain of the use of boreholes used
by humans. Deepening the pans would help increase the amount of rainwater tbist colle

into the pan so that the water in the pan lasts longer during the dry Seasamthe

background described above, it shows that when the colonial settlers first created native
reservesproviding access to water in this area was an important task. Further research to
examine to what extent colonial officials were successful in providing access to water would
help shed more light on the presealy state of access to water in the whosgritdit of

Tsholotsho.

B NAZ N3/24/815 January 192ftrigation and Agricultural Engineer writing to the directorAgfriculture.
1 NAZ N3/24/815 January 192ftrigation and Agricultural Engineer writing to the directorAgfriculture.
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Picture5( A) AA | ady pumping Water & (B) At

Gwaii Forests Reserves

Although the forest areas were not a conducive environment to the population needs and
lifestyle of the Ndebele who had been resettled from the highveld (e.g., farming and
pastoralism), there were niches within this forest area that provided a livingstowino

lived there (Alexander et al., 2000; Kwashirai, 2008). This meant that the Africans who had
formerly lived in this area benefited from other multiple usat@®forest, as described by
Kwashirai (2007). The forests were zones that offered a sotiieelihood and different
resources for the people who lived thdreis does not negate the point about the reserves

being unsuitable for the settlement of the Ndebele but rather that the forest offered alternative

S NAZ N9/5/130 December 1921 The Government Irrigation Engineer writing to the Chief Native
Commissioner Salisbury
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ways of life or provision that were not necessarily large areas of land, sufficient water, or

complete freedom from the threat of the tsetse fly.

The unique value of the forest areas in the native reserves soon became of interest to the

colonial settlers, especially when their expectations of gold were not fulfilled. Surveys were

even carried out in the late 1890’s, in 1909 and 1910, to determimaltle of trees found in

these forests (Kwashirai: 2009). When the BSAC realised that they had not adequately

evaluated the potential of the land, especially the forest areas, they decided to resettle some of
the Africans away from the forests and intssiéavourable land. According to Kwashirai, the

Gwaii Forestreservein Norlve st er n Zi mbabwe fAwas endowed wi
i mportant indigenous hardwood in the country
are rich in the Zambezi teaked and this wood was very attractive for use in different

industries owned and propagated by the colonial settlers (Kwashirai, 2009). This colonial
government repossessed parts of the forest area into stateTlamdhrgest area repossessed

for Europearsettiement and forest purposes, 257, 132 hectares, was carved out of the GNR

in 1915 to create the Gwai forest Reserl@vashirai, 2008: 157). It appeared therefore, to

become common practice for the government to repossess the favourable parts or niches of

the native reserve and place them under state control as forest reserves. In addition, in the
1930’s, the land in thnative reserves was divided into residential, farming, grazing and

forest areas, with most of the native forest areas taking up spdeerhing (Kwashirai,

2009).

In the 1923, Gwaai forest area was one of the first forest areas to be identified for protection
and later gazetted in 1930 (Mutekwa and Gambiza, 2016). Although some Africans remained
settled in the Gwaai Forest Reserves, they were either forced tomtbik forest reserve, or

made to assist the rangers with issues such as managing forest fires. Although native reserves
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were first created to push Africans away from favourable land, this did not guarantee that
Africans had ownership or rights over the newly settled areas. European settlers evicted

Africans that settled in favourable parts of the forest, many, many times.

The attractiveness and value of the forest areas meant that the sale of timber became
especially important to the development of the colony. According to Kwashirai, timber
exploitation together with ranching and tobacco cultivation were the top threéatolon
economic activities in Matabeleland (Kwashirai, 2009). The Gwaai forest areas played a
crucial role in supplying wood fuel and timber to ranching and tobacco industries across the
country. This particular forest reserve is in presiay Lupani distrit; with Tsholotsho
communal area to the south. There were also other forest reserves that were created in the

1930’s, including Sikumi forest, which is located to the northeast of the park.

The colonial government demarcated the land and often apportioned it based on racial and
capitalistic ideals; this led to the constant manipulation of the boundaries of native reserves to
meet the needs of the Europettlers. European settlers would reclaim any fertile,

productive, and welvatered portions of land in the Gwaai Native reserves and declare them

part of Gwaai Forest reserves with the effect of restricting African access to forest. When
districtswerefo med i n the colony, o6the huge Gwaai R
Mangwe and Wankie, but from 1910 it became p
(Palmer, 1977: 270). The district was later renamed after a pan to Tsholotsho; a name that has

its origins from the San language (Mukamuri et al, 2013). In the years 19111 5919P5

and 1941, further reclaims and manipulations to the allocated land was made (Palmer, 1977).
According to Palmer (1977) @At he Euparbopteeans ha
district near Bulawayo, while Africans were confined to the barren Kalahari sands to the

westo (Palmer, 1977: 274).
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The first native reserves and forest reserves were the beginning of the land and conservation
laws that would soon follow in the countiowever, the colonial government did not put

much thought or effort into the quality, or the quantity of the land given to Afridéues

major concern was to exploit or extract as much as they ¢8hlchister, 1988)The history

of Gwaai Native reserves and the Gwiaaiiest reserves has shown that Africans no longer

had any form of power or say regarding where thegdliiand the land that they used. This

situation would also increase when the creation of game reserves came into effect.

Wankie Game Reserve

In trying to pinpoint the factors that led to the creation of the first game reserve, | understand
that the idea of present day fAnati onal par ks
2004). European interest in and exploitation of game wascalsied into the colonial

establishment, and it was in 1902 that the first game laws came into effect (Cumming, 1981),
including the identification of areas which would be demarcated as game sanctuaries. Wankie
Game Reserve was proclaimed asareserted2 8 and its procl amati on
beginning of a period of protected area forn
Cumming, 2013: 39). The area selected to be a reserve was part of the Wankie area in

Wankie district Figure 5. The game reserve became a national park in the 1950s.

Identifying the area and creating the first game reserve in the country was a process involving
many factors. In 1926, Major W.J. Boogie, a legislator, suggested that certain parts of

Rhodesia be set aside for the creation of game reserves because lreiwasive d about fit
rapidity with which game was disappearingo (
favoured the Wankie area, there were some objections among his fellow legislators who

t hought that AdApreserving t hetomgthewevewoeatl d aggr

would have to see to it that it did not proclaim a mineralised area and this interfere with
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prospecting; a game reserve would be expensi
The country was then surveyed for about 6 months and the area in Wankie district proved

suitable, meeting nearly all the requirements (Gale, 1978).

It is also important to remember that the Wankie Colliery, located in Wankie disigaré

5) in Matabeleland north, has coal deposits which were believed to be as important as gold
because the coal provided energy, transportation, and other by products that enabled the
functioning of other sectors in the colony and neighbouring countries (Péiniiso4;

Mavhunga, 2014/5). The first coal shaft was sunk in 1897 and, by 1902, production had
already commenced. However, because of forced labour, low \aaddsad living

conditions, Wankie colliery had a bad reputation among Africans (Phimister, 1994). This
meant that the idea concerning where to preserve wildlife was also predicated on how much it
would affect potential mining resources. Hence, even iptéseriday context, the

availability of coal in the region is a significant feature with the ability to influence

conservation initiatives in the future.

When Wankie game reserve was created, it was already home to other people, which include

the San and Nambya, as explained earlier. According to Austin (1971), there were still
ABushmeno qeaidentin the Soatleem section when the area was déa@aBame
Reserve in 1928. Austen (1971) also acknowl e
used much of the area for their hunting activities, at some point. The San and Nambya

suffered eviction from this area and some of them resettled in the surrgunadive reserves

of Wankie District and the Gwaai Native Reserve.
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Figure 5 Map showing the location of Bulawayo, Wankie Game Reserve, Wankie Colliery
and Gwaai Native Reserve

The proclamation of the area into a game reserve also changed the forms of income
generation and access to livelihoods for the different people groups. After Wankie Game
reserve was proclaimed in 1928, people could no longer hunt inside the reserviher use

forest resources. Permits for timber concessionaries and those European hunters who hunted
wildlife for the purpose of zoos expired, and they were not renewed (Davison, 1967). The
nomadic huntegatherer lifestyle of the San changed to a more seddiféatyle - one of

agropastoralism and waged labour (Dube et al. 2021; Hitchcock, 1995). According to Edward
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Davison, the first game warden, when he first met or learnt about the San, they would mainly

hunt for their needs. However, Davison perceived that this characteristic of the San changed

after the establishment of the park; they became less nomadic andamonercially

oriented because they began to hunt not only for their needs, but to sell to the native reserves

or to the mining compounds (Davison, 1967:80). It is believed that some became dependent

on casual labour as a source of livelihood. This aftettteir ability to maintain their own

fields and thus resulted in food shortages (Dube et al., 2021). Some of the San are described
Aas-sudlffi ci ent food producers who combine agr

(Hitchcock, 1995:175).

The creation of the game reserve

At 22-yearsold, Edward Davison was assigned as the first warden of Wankie Game Reserve
and is credited for the successful establishment of the park during-yaB&nure as game
warden. According to Austen (1971), the Game reserve was under thestidition of what

was then the Southern Rhodesian Forestry Department. Previously, Davison had two years of
experience working as a tsetse fly ranger in the Lomagundi district which is in present day
Mashonaland west (Haynes, 2014). Therefore, althoughingpik forest areas was not new

to him, the assignment of game ranger was a new position to him, as this was the first game
reserve in the country. Davison admits that when he started the job, little was known about
the area which is now the game reseWeiting in his book, “"Wankie: the story of a Great
Game Reserve,” Davison (1967) reveals that the land chosen to become the Game reserve
was part of Wankie Native District and the decision to change its status to create a game
reserve with some of the laméas based on the results of a questionnaire that the government

had fnsent out to all native commi Ssioner s, a
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game of Rhodesiao (Davison, 1964: 6) . Davi son

by revealing that:

OMy first wvisit to the administrative off
information on the countrgf which | was now in chargeeyond the names of some

of the local residents who might know something of the locality. | came away

feeling that very little was known about the place, the game, or the people living in

itt. 6...61l knew nothing of the area when |
the prospects of making a successful game sanctuary of it did not look very bright.

There was apparenyl very little water in the dry season and there was a threat of a

Tsetse fly invasion from the nortkeast, across the Gwaai riveeame was not very

plentiful. Even in Selous’s days (when the hunter visited the district) he preferred to

hunt in the hilly country north of the proposed reserve and not in the reserve proper;

even though the greater part of this flat Kalahari sand country was free of fly as was

the @ase before the game was depleted by the Rinderpest di(Dé8son, 1964:6)

There are some points reflected in Davison’s statement that can help us understand what the

situation was like at the onset of the establishment of the park.

San knowledge about the area

The problem of a lack of knowledge about the area is a good starting point as it highlights
how interactions among colonial settlers and African communities involved an exchange of
knowledge. The warden acknowledges that neither he nor the colonial achtonsshad

much knowledge about the area. To some extent this reflects on the problem experienced by
the colonial officials who lacked knowledge about the areas they worked in. In addition,
some of the staff were not considered qualified profession#ie ifields or industries they

were tasked to work in. Indeed, lack of qualified staff remained an issue that caused disputes
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even among wildlife conservators in the 1970s. When referring to the squabbles which
occurred regarding the professional qualifications of staff S.E. Aiflede reminded them
that,”it is not the experts who have built up and preserved our National Parks and Wildlife
areas, it has been due to the efforts of men who felt that our wild life and its habitat were
worth preserving®® This comment makes one wonder about the contribution of African
knowledge to the creation and management of the national parks. In his work on tsetse fly,
Mavhunga (2018:30) explains that the facts, truths, or knowledge that African people had
about themnsects, was often the only information that was available to aid in the survival of
colonial settlers in the unfamiliar environment. Knowledge provided by the Africans in the
area is what sustained colonial settlers at the beginning. When this was @ mith the
Ascientificd knowledge of coloni al of ficials

knowledge encounters.

Their lack of knowledge about the Wankie area did not mean that no one else knew the area,
though. Davison admits that there were some residents who might have had some knowledge
of the area. He could have been referring to some of the European farsetttecs, the

timber concessionaries operating in the area, or the Europeans who used to capture game to
sell to zoos in Europe or Australia. However, there was also the confirmed presence of San

communities who lived in different parts of this area.

The knowledge and experience that Africhad about the area contributed to the creation of
maps, roads, and place names ingamereserve; this challenges the notion of the meaning

of expert or professional knowledge during the colonial period. Oral historical accounts of the
San people retell their harsh experiences as scouts for the game warden when being called on

to identify thesecret waterholes in the area and work to pave the roads that connected to the

16 NAZ S/WI140, 7 November 1970 "Report on the Wildlife Commission” by S.E-Qsitleein Wildlife Society
of Rhodesia Newsletter No.47
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secret watering holes (Bhebhe and Chirume, 2016). According to Bhebhe and Chirume

(2016) oral history interviews indicated that,

AJoshua (Il nterview 2012) said the area (H
livelihood both in terms of fauna and flora. The name, which is continuously

mentioned in the interviews, is that of a person they refer to as "Dabson’, who

victimised them ithe process of establishing the game reserve. They said "Dabson’

forced them to pave roads that connect to watering holes. They say "Dabson” even

took their donkeys, which were fed to the lions. The San people also mentioned how

some of their parents diext disappeared in the process (Samson, Interview 18 June

2 0 1 ZBhabhe and Chirume, 20182)

According to Haynes (2014:83), the San were used as trackers either walking or riding on

donkeys while the Warden rode on a big horse during rdontihpatrols into the remote

parts of the game reserve. Furthermore, the extent of how much knowledgetipe tmie

had of the area is reflected when one consid
and seepage springs in the park lie@nnames (Austen, 1971: 278). Although, in the
extracted quote bel ow, Da v i snosne doefs curniobcecsu pti hee
his perception is entirely questionable if we consider that those living in this area may have

had a unique way in which they managed and made use of the land when compared to the

way that European settlers expected. This also shioat how Africans used the land was not

entirely understood or known by colonial settlers.

One could assert that the establishment of the great game reserve was not the sole work and
effort of the game warden(s) and other colonial officers. Local people, like the San
communities who were already living there, served or contributed in diffeeg to the

establishment and improvement of the game park, specifically through their knowledge of the
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area, and by their labour. Carruthers (1995) highlights how African labour, whether voluntary
or coerced, did not receive recognition regarding the establishment of Kruger National Park,
in comparison to colonial officers. | also reflect on and draw samigasties with the work

of Munster (2016), who describes how Amumman beings such as elephants also contributed

to the shaping and creation of a forest reserve. Thus, the role of the knowledge of the San, as

well as the labour of other Africans, contribd to the creation of the park.
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Elimination of natural boundaries and the role of artificial water sources

Apart from the lack of knowledge about the area, the ecological situation of the game reserve

was made more complicated by the fact that when the colonial administration demarcated the
borders of Wankie Game Reserve, no natural water sources were inalsidedhe reserve

due to what Davison termed as Opolitical rea
the Deka river, Gwaai river and Nata River are outside the boundaries of the park. It is likely

that game used these water sources during dmjgratory seasons.

‘'The natural boundaries of this vast expanse of unoccupied land from an ecological
point of view were the Deka river in the north, the Gwaai river to the east and the
Nata River to the south. But all these rivers had been denied to the reserve for
political reasons and even in those early days | could see trouble when game
increased as eventually it would, if my work was to be successful and animals started
drifting to the bigger natural water supplies during the dry season.' (Davison, 1964

13).

The reasons for the exclusion of the natural boundaries may be babedhastorical

background that this region also boasted other favourable resources, such as the rich coal
deposits, forest areas, as well as the land for native reserves, as mentioned earlier. Therefore,
the accessibility of these resources played a sogmf role in influencing the boundaries of

the park. These reasons show how human interest also played a role in the establishment of
the park boundaries. In addition, the fear of tsetse fly, as explained later in this chapter, may

have also contributed the boundary formation.

As a consequence, access to water in Wankie game reseriretiathg poor, especially
during the dry season, and alterations to the area by the drilling of boreholes had to be made

to make water more accessible for wildlife. Davison had valid concerns about the problem of
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water and he predicted that problems with wildlife seeking water sources outside the

designated boundaries would occur. In 1934, there was already a problem with the game

leaving the Wankie Game Reserve and damaging privately owned farms to the east of the
reserve. Organisations, such as the Wankie Farmers” Association, sought for government
intervention and assistance with this matter by proposing that the government allocate funds

for improving the supply of water in the game reserve because it wasebdlieviit hat i n t i
the game will realise that the reserve is a sanctuary and will not stray, provided adequate

water suppli®s are available. o

Farmers in Wankie district, to the north of the park, also had problems with game that was
coming from Wankie Game Reserve and Kazuma P
Association held a meeting with the game warden to discuss the possible ways of managing

the problem of straying wildlife, such as el e
within the vicinity of the reserves should be allowed to keep one shooting boy free of licence,
toget her with Thisssugdestythat Whiteesaitlers iho had farm®located

outside the game reserve had permission to shoot wildlife that strayed on to their farms and
destroyed their crops. This also shows how shooting was an option in the management of
problematic wildlie, such as elephants. The warden however, warned against the overuse of
shooting because it might not have the desired effect, and it might only get rid of the problem

elephants temporarily.

Game was also leaving the resemat only going into neighbouring private farms but into

native reserves as well, damaging crops, water supplies, and cattle. In 1939, Davidson

1"NAZ S1194/1613/1, 22 August 1934 The Secretary to the Prime Minister by C.L.R AG. Secretary, Department
of Agriculture and Lands

18NAZ S1194/1613/2, 13 December 1935 “The Secretary to the Prime Minister’

19NAZ S1542/G1 Volume 4, 24 July 1939 "Destruction of crops by Elephants: Sipolilo” by E. Davison, Game
Warden
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observed that in the case of native reserves, elephants repeatedly raided crops in the Gwaai
native reserves and, as a form of management
and cr acki?hThis absd showss ihai Africans may have used methods of scaring

wildlife away from the native reserves that may not have included the use of guns.

To solve the problem of lack of water in the dry season, Davison facilitated the drilling of
numerous boreholes around the park. This started in the early 1930°s (Davison, 1964). This
influenced the success and biodiversity of the park. In 2015, aboupaix$ received water

from dieselpowered and solgvowered boreholes, and there are also numerous seasonal pans
that are found in the area (Hwange National Park Management Plan b). Visiting tourists attest
that they hear that sound of the digselvered gnerators throughout the day and night, and
fondly refer to it as the heartb&aif Hwange National Park. The prolonged sounds heard by
tourists suggest the park's heavy reliance on the pumps and artificial water sources. These
artificial water sources provide water for the wildlife and are responsible for the growth in
population ofelephants. The introduction of artificial water sources also shows that the
ecology of Hwange National Park was largely shaped by a combination of human and nature.
The availability of water played a significant role in the growth and availability ofifeildh

the presentlay context, boreholes are still used to supply water in the national park. The
guestion of the sustainability of these underground water sources is, however, something that

can affect the future of the park and its inhabitants.

20NAZ S1542/G1 Volume 4, 24 July 1939, “Destruction of crops by Elephants: Sipolilo” by E. Davison, Game
Warden

21 https://www.wildlifephotographyafrica.com/theheartbeatof-hwange/(Date accessed 23 December 2022)
https://lwww.pressreader.com/canada/zoomenagazine/20190930/2815351126974@Qate accessed 23 December 2022)
https://lwww.imvelosafarilodges.com/assets/discoveim-2014-nal1345p.29.pdf(Date accessed 23 December 2022)
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Increase in wildlifenumbers.

Despite appearing to be partabfolution to water management, the drilling of boreholes,

begot the problem of an increase in wildlife and proved insufficient for the growing number

of wildlife, such as elephants and buffalos, especially during periods of drought. In 1944,

Davison reveled that at peak periods, there was an estimate of 1500 head of elephant in the
reserve, and he cautioned thiie” elephant population has now reached such numbers that
control measures will become advisatml e in a
destroy some elephant in order to keep pace with the natural incféa3emming (1981)

notes that there was an fAelephant probl emo i
problem because the elephants werevart i ng and needed to be exc
areas of subsistence agriculture and from tsetsecenwot r i dor s o6 ( Cummi ng, 1
1966 and 1967, the first culling operations took place in Wankie National Park; this involved

the killing of 500 elephants out of an estimated population of 5000 (Cumming, 1981). The
preserdday number of elephants igiesated at 45 000 (Hwange National Park Management

Plan (b)).

Another solution to the problem of elephants encroaching on neighbouring farms was the
suggestion of extending the boundaries of the Game Reserve. For example, a proposal by
Posselt in the late 1930°s was to include a piece of the land that is to thefribetiNata

River’3, Although Posselt’s idea and petition to extend the reserve was disregarded,
correspondence shows that the boundaries ajahee reserves, like those of the forest

reserves and native reserves, could be manipulated and changed. One of the reasons for these

22NAZ S1194/1613/11, 28 January 1944 “Elephant Control” by E. Davison, Game Warden
Z3NAZ S1194/1613/6, 18 October 1938; 15 June 1939 Suggested addition to Game reserve; 22 June 1939; 15
July 1939; 28 August 1939
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reconsiderations included the possibility that the addition of land to the game reeatde

have increased its value and added to the wellbeing and security ofgame.
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In 1946, there was another suggestion to extend the park boundaries to the Gwaai river,
which is on the east side of the park. Although improved water conditions now existed inside
thepark (due to an increase in the number of boreholes), more game than usual had still

crossed the railway life The proposal was to extena piece of land bounded by the Gwaai

24NAZ S1194/1613/6, 18 October 1938; 15 June 1939 Suggested addition to Game &&duwres 1939; 15

July 1939; 28 August 1939

25NAZ S1194/1613/11, 15 September 1946, "Extension of Boundaries Wankie Game Reserve” by E. Davison,
Game Warden
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river on the east, the Ngamo forest reserve on the southeast, the railway line on the
southwest, and the Dédttamativi Road on the northwest to the point where it crosses the
Gwaai river, would embrace all the country suitable for the protection of thesalks ...

including a small portion of Wankie Native Reserve aréRigure 3. The recurring

requests to extend the boundaries show how much the creation of the boundaries was a
disruption to both the natural way of life of wildlife and the use of the landscape. The act of
boundary formation also shows how perceptions about thef tise space or land differed

among wildlife and humans. Where the colonial settlers sought to place boundaries or
designate the use of space for one specific thing, the animals had a different view about how

to use the landscape and where they could roam.

Free from Tsetse fly

Through the history of colonial Zimbabwe, we learn that colonial settlers also experienced
problems with animal and wildlife diseases. Since the time of their occupation, Southern
Rhodesia battled to solve the challenge of animal diseases and vectoes Rilctierpest,

Tsetse fly, Anthrax, and foot and mouth disease (Sinclair, 1922). It is not surprising therefore,
that the threat of wildlife related diseases was also a factor that contributed to the creation of
the Game Reserve. The possible spreadetsedly from the east, was a concern for both the
game warden and neighbouring farmers. At the time of its inception, it was the lack of Tsetse
fly that made this large Wankie area a better alternative to the Sebungwe region (Andersson
and Cumming, 2013)-he Sebungwe region is the present day Binga District, in North

western ZimbabweHigure §. Because of the limited threats of tsetse fly to the area, when

26NAZ S1194/1613/11, 15 September 1946, "Extension of Boundaries Wankie Game Reserve” by E. Davison,
Game Warden
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compared to other regions in the country, one might conclude thatahkie area was a

better option at the time.

However, colonial officials and farmers constantly feared that the tsetse fly belt was moving
towards the direction of the reserve. Cattle near Gwaai river were reported to have been

affected by tsetse in 1920. In 1921, cattle owners in Wankie distrievedlthat

trypanosomiasis along the Gwaai and Sikumi rivers caused the increase in the mortality of

their cattle. Because the colonial office believed that the disease was spreading due to
mechanical transmission, wh ebeaststyngbyattseteeou!l d b
fly to other beast s ?2hprohibittomonshe mdvement df teanspdoti t i n g
vehicles was one of the measures taken to address the problem. However, not all farmers
agreed with this measure. One of the colonia
displeased with the instruction gfiarantining his cattle and disobeyed the quarantine notice
prohibiting the movement of transport cattle without a péfnity the 1930°s, fears that the

tsetse fly was spreading at an alarming rate continued, and there were suggestions made for

the cleansing of traffic on the Bulawayo Falls Road, located to the east of the game reserve,

and that shooting of wildlife be undakert®.

From 1932, Davison took cautionary measures to help identify when disease was present in
the game park; he did this by using a group of indicator cattle that was kept there. The
indicator cattle were a group that Davison kept isolated from any other doaréstals

however, they could mingle freely with game, using the same drinking points as wild animals
(Davison, 1967: 171). If the indicator cattle fell sick with wildlife related diseases, such as

Trypanosomiasis or foot and mouth, this would be an atidio that wildlife had infected the

2TNAZ V110-3, 30 September 1921 Chroniclesetse Fly Peril, Disease spreads Wankie Farmers” Report
Theory of mechanical Transmission

28NAZ V110-3, 15 October 1921 Letter from Chief Veterinary Surgeon

22NAZS1193/T4 Wankie Game Reserve; Tsetse fly:-1928
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cattle and that the disease was in the game reserve. Davison (1967) acknowledges
Trypanosomiasis as one of the first diseases to affect their indicator cattle in the 1930s.
However, the disease caused by tsetse fly did not cause much damage to the adlitle a

two deaths occurred, and one horse was lost. The game warden claims that the disease did not
reoccur in the park and attributed it to the possible success of tkieedsd operations

outside the park (Davison, 1967). Tsetse fly eradication mesasutiee country included

bush clearing (which occurred from as early as {91 8ame elimination experiments and

dipping experiments in 1939 and aerial and ground spraying (using dieldrin and DDT) in
the1950°s and 1960’s (Pilossof, 2016). Other major tsetse fly control operations occurred in

the 1960°s, 1970s, 1980°s and 1990°s (Shereni et al., 2021).

This history about tsetse fly shows that the tsetse fly belt was constantly shifting back and
forth from the east towards the game reserve. This was, therefore, a threat to farmers and
cattle owners living in that area. If the disease had spread intarthemd surrounding farms

it would have resulted in cattle loss or quarantine, as well as game elimination and bush
clearing within the reserve; these actions and measure would have been regressive to the goal
of creating a wildlife sanctuary. These methad extermination and management would

have also influenced the ecology of the area. |, however, did not find corroborating
information attesting to whether tsetse flyTwypanosomiasisyere ever found again within

the game reserve or its surrounding farms after its appearance among indicator cattle in the
1930"s.According to Condy (1970), in 1967, cattle in Rhodesia were fairly distributed over
tsetse fly free areas and there r n® cattle kept in the tsetse fly regions or in the 5000

square milesdVan ki e Game Reserveo8)( Condy, 1970: 7)

SONAZG 1/3/2/4 Tsetse fly eradication, Buslearing.
SINAZ V110-3, 22 April 1919 Tsetse Experimerigpping

83



Mana '
Pools.....-omr~eiee
NP/'— |
oh
= T Y o T
Yo ~.

i e ~., Umfurudzi
Lake ¢ ST —"N]j
Kariba ESCARY R S

- ° .. . N

ZAMBIA

- .
-_ Zambezi NP
—T N

2T ity

Y

)_' Hwange NP

f
MOZAMBIQUE

L8
"~} Chimanimani
D NP

One dot represents 2,000 cattle "]_ K

Maijor concentrations of wild ruminants Ll

_| Former Sebungwe district

Today's National Park i B :
%Zﬁ

Figure 8 Map showing the location of Sebungwe region; location of present day national
parks and the distribution of cattle and major concentrations of wild ruminants in Rhodesia
in 1967 based on Condy (1970: 8)

The role of foot and mouth disease in the introduction of a fence

Foot and mouth disease also contributed to the creation of the park, especially to the
introduction of a fence around its boundary. Although the outbreak of 1931 at Nuanetsi cattle
Ranch in Southeast Zimbabwe, was the first major outbreak to be recoatety(C970),

foot and mouth disease iIis suspected to have
(Condy, 1970:1) and 1903 (Sinclair, 1922), as shown in Table 1. Rhodesia was exporting

about 61 000 head of cattle annually however, after the outbreak am 881, government
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banned the export of caftfe At the time of this first outbreak, Southern Rhodesia was trying
to establish itself as a beef exporting nation (Phimister, 1978). However, foot and mouth
disease became a problem and only added to the challenges the colony was facing while

attempting teestablish cattle ranching in the colony (ibid).

Table1l Summary of the history of Foot and mouth disease in Southern Rhodesia

Summary of the history of Foot and mouth disease in Southern Rhodesia

Year Event

1892 OFirst heard of in Mashonal and and f
1922:170; Condy, 1970:1)

1903 Suspected FMD infection among government camels in Goromonzi district (Sing
1922:171)

1931 Firstrecordedbut-break occurred in 1931 at Nuanetsi Ranch. (Condy, 1979b:176

1932 Kenya seeks to conduct collaborative research with Southern Rhiddesia

1 9 6 0| Evidence collected over 35 years of veterinary research starts tdtstomildlife
plays a significant role in initiating FMD outbreaks while dissemination is by
domestic stock (Condy, 1967)

More research on the origins of FMD was encourged
1970s | Condy publishes historical study of FMD in Rhodesian Wildi@endy, 1970)

Attempt at creating FMD free Buffalo on farms far from FMD endemic areas in

Rhodesia’s S.E. lowveld by capturing and isolating young buffalo calves that ha
yet acquired FMD infection (Condy and Hedger, 1978:87; Condy: 1979a)

Debates on the value of cattle versus buffalo agpear

32NAZ S1193/D4/23, 16 November 1931 Foot and Mouth Diseases: Meetings of and with cattle owners: 1931
October to November; Circular letter to cattle owners

33NAZ S1193/D4/7, 23 February 1932 Foot and Mouth Disease: ResBararal 1932 Marchlune; The

Chief Veterinary Research Officer, Veterinary Research Laboratory, Kenya Colony

34 NAZ S/WI40 Wildlife Society of Rhodesia Newsletter No. 29, January 1968

35NAZ S/ZIM 775 Beef or Buffalo: Is this the choice facing Zimbabwe? In Zimbabwe Wildlife, No.38, March
1985, p611
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The 1931 outbreak Aspread over two thirds
1970:1), facilitated by the role of akawn transport (Condy, 1979b). This scenario resonates
with the concepts of feral proliferation as described by (Tsing,e2Gl9). It was believed

that modes of human engineered infrastructure, such-dsawn transport, played a role in
transporting the disease to various parts of the cotintryvas suspected that mobility using
transportation could spread the virus, as infected cattle or donkeys drawing wagons could
carry the virus from one part of the country to the other. This theory was also present when
colonial officers feared the spikaf tsetse fly from the east, and they sought to
cleanse/disinfect traffic on the Bulawayo Falls Road of the game reserves, as mentioned
earlier. This shows how humans, through mobility and the use of technology, can facilitate

the movement of organismsah as insects and viruses.

The occurrence of Foot and Mouth Disease in Gwaai Native Reserve and Wankie Game

Reserve

When compared to the number of FMD outbreaks that occurred in other parts of southern
Rhodesia, the numbers in Matabeleland North were lower (see Table.2). |, however, present
the history of FMD in Wankie Game Reserve and its surrounding areas becalisedke
influenced the creation of fences along the boundary of the game reserve. In addition,
archival reports and research indicate that from its first recorded outbreak in 1931 to the
1960°s, the host of the virus was assumed to come from wildlif¢hénat was not yet any
scientific evidence pinpointing a specific animal. However, because most outbreaks occurred
in areas near wildlife populations, hypotheses about the role of game frequently featured in

discussions among veterinary scientists and ewasenists about the possible origins of the

% This also resonates with the situation that we are irytodien considering howiruses
such as the cowid9 virus can spread with the help of movement and travel of humans.

86

of



disease. The historical records show that the presence of FMD in Wankie Game Reserve and

Gwaali Native Reserve contributed to the discovery of the host of FMD.

Table2 Summary of FMD outbreaks that occurred in or near Wankie Game Reserve

Summary of FMD outbreaks that occurred in or near Wankie Game Reserve
Outbreak | Date Type | Original Focus No. of
No. cattle
7. August 1940 - Wankie Native District 2 Farms 700
25. 12. July 1957 SAT1 | Gwaai Reserve (Nyamandlovu Distriq 94 463
27. 14. March 1958 | SAT 2 | Westwood Farm (Wankie District) 1068
28. 26. August 1958 | SAT 1 | Sialwindi Dip (Wankie District) 9885
30. 27. Feb 1959 SAT 1 | Railway Farm 50 Wankie 191
31. 27. June 1960 SAT 1 | Wankie Main Camp 80

32. 8 Sept 1960 SAT 1 | Kazungula irrigation scheme 742
33. 5 July 1960 SAT 1 | Makanda Dip. Maitengwe Crown lang 47 920
41. March 1966 SAT 2 | Tabolisa Farm Matetsi 3459

( B as eThbleolnOriginal Foci of Foot and Mouth Outbreaks and number of Bovines

infected with foot and mouit@ondy,il¥@ase Vvirus

The economic effects of animal diseases, such as Trypanosomiasis and FMD, in southern
Rhodesia was grave, and it is understandable to note that the threat of disease outbreak
among the game was something that brought anxiety and concern to the game warden
(Davison,1967). When an area north of the reserve, located in Wankie district was also struck
with FMD in 1940, this was the only other primary outbreak that occurred near wildlife areas
apart from the occurrences in the southeast (Table.2) (Condy, 197 3 letter to The
Conservator of Forests, in October 1940, Davison wrote about the FMD outbreak that had
occurred north of the game reserve. A cattle inspector and the game warden shot and

examined a kudu, a buffalo, and a sable for FMD. Davisonitescthe test results as
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positive for FMD for the kudu, free of the disease for the sable, and doubtful for the buffalo.
However, in the memo, Davison acknowledges that there was an influx of buffalo in the
previous two or three months, with an estimate of not more than 400tteadad of the

rainy season, and these buffalo had spread across different parts of the gam¥.réberve
example of the presence of Buffalo shows that, in that period, an increase in the number of
Buffalo had occurred, thus affecting the ecology of the game reserve and, in this case, further

increasing the suspicion of wildlife being the source of FMD.

Animals in surrounding areas of Wankie Game Reserve contracted foot and mouth disease,

and the first reports of an outbreak came out of neighbouring Gwaai Native Reserve in 1957.
Table 2 shows that 94 463 cattle belonging to Africans in the Gwaai Natbezeeyot
affected by the outbreak. I't is said that th
reserve where grazing and water were shared
172). The disease was found present in seven dipping areas, the Bligea such as Nduna

dip tank, Gwaai Native Purchase area, Gwaai forest area, Regina Mundy Mission, and the

Gwaai Siding (Condy, 1970). Two other cases were later found among game at Ngamo,

where animals such as kudu, sable, roan, impala, reedbucke giadf buffalo showed signs

of FMD infection (Davison, 1967). Quarantine measures incorporated by the veterinary

services helped to keep the disease under control, and the disease died down.

These incidents further supported the hypothesis about game being the host of the disease.
However, there was no scientific evidence to substantiate the claim and, because the outbreak
did not occur inside the park, wildlife proponents remained less @uctm support the

hypothesis about game being the cause. In general, wildlife proponents did not agree and

often argued against accusations that cited wildlife as causes of diseases such as foot and

STNAZ S1194/1613/7, 12 October 1940 Foot and Mouth Outbreak
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mouth disease or trypanosomid&iFhis, to some extent, decreased the efficiency of the
response towards the prevention or spread of FMD in the colihty.questioned the

allegation that FMD came from wildlife in Wankie by saying:

Anallegation was recently made that foot and mouth disease had been spread by
game from the Wankie Game Reserve, following which we took the matter up with the
Game Department and the Department of National Parks. There is apparently no
proof that this infetton did emanate from the Game Reserve, although it is stated that
primary foot and mouth disease infection has always commenced near areas of heavy
game concentration. ... It is indeed unfortunate that there is still no scientific evidence
as to how fooand mouth disease is transmitted and that in the absence of such
evidence game animals are so often blamed. We agree that foot and mouth disease
has been found in game animals, but there is only circumstantial evidence, which can
easily be misleading, th#tey transmit it to cattle. We can but hope that one day

research will find the answé.

The indicator herd at Main Camp remained unaffected, even though the disease also affected
surrounding areas such as Botswana. However, following the outbreak in 1940, it would be
another 20 years, until FMD broke out among indictor cattle (a group b kafit isolated

from any other domestic animals but could mingle freely with game, using the same drinking
points as wild animals) in the main camp of the game reserve, as recorded by Davison (1967)
and Condy (1970). Davison reports that it was only whditator cattle at the main camp
became infected by FMD in 1960 that the veterinary services department considered this a

viable reason to separate wildlife and cattle. Measures came in the form of creating a fence

38 NAZ S/WI140 Wildlife Society of Rhodesia, Newsletter no. 13, 15. September 1964

39NAZ S/WI140 Wankie Foot and Mouth Disease (in The Wild life Protection society of Southern Rhodesia, no.2,
September 1958)
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that ran from the Gwaai river along the boundaries of the farming area and then south

towards the Botswana border. The fence also ran from Ngamo to Nata.

According to Davison (1967:173) the fence was not worthy of its name because it was too

frail, making it inadequate; it could easily be broken through or smashed down by animals

such as elephants, buffalo, and wildebeest. This led to measures suchiaaryeifficers

shooting of all the game that broke down the fence (ibid). Various animals sought water
sources located on the other side of the fence, and while animals such as kudu and eland

could easily jump over the fence, at times their young oneslfibulifficult to do so. As a
consequence, the presence of the fence was met with negative sentiments and opinions from
both rangers and wildlife conservationists. Rangers and patrol men witnessed how wildlife

was affected by the fence, including how tegre caught or tangled in it, or how young

animals were separated from their herd because they are unable to jump over or crawl
underneath the fen¢Pavison, 1967) Accor di ng t o Davison fAwhat
thought and said about these things could not be told in this book. We, of coouseed

the | oss of our animals, and the suffering t
(Davison, 1967: 174). It was also expensive to put up fences, and wildlife proponents
guestioned whether this was a justifiable expense, especially if ademicenot help

controlling the movement of small animals, birds, or babd®ns.

The creation and purpose of the fence around Hwange National Park was meant to prevent
and control the spread of foot and mouth disease. The fence represented a physical border
structure meant to separate wildlife from livestock and deter them from @aksin

boundary, limiting the possibility of contact among wildlife and livestock. When | first

started my research, | was informed by villagers and veterinary officialgattatofthe

40NAZ S/WI140 Foot and Mouth (in Wild life society of Southern Rhodesia, no.10, October 1963, p. 4)
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fence was damaged. However, when | visited Tsholotsho in June 2020, the part of the fence

that | saw was not damaged but rather wide and poRiatufe 18. It is possible, though,

that out of 140 km of boundary fence, | only saw the part which was still intact and thus some
parts of the fence were damaged, as attested to by the villagers. When | saw the fence, one

could clearly see that it was easily peafle for wildlife or livestock to move in and out.

Research on foot and mouth disease host

According to Condy (1967), evidence indicating thdtlife -initiatedoutbreaks and

domestic |ivestock disseminated the disease,
new techniques developed in Europe, for detecting minute amounts of virus carried in the

throats of cattle, Zimbabwe Rhodesia was the first to find that buffalo harlaburl i ve F MDYV

(Condy, 1979b:176).

Veterinary research conducted between 1959 and 1968, pinpointed the African Buffalo as the
host of FMD (Condy, 1970). In 1962 a serological survey was carried out; this included the
collection of blood serum and other specimens from a variety of wildlifenvestigation

done in the country into the virus carrier status of wild ruminants, started in 1965. At first,
samples were collected in 1964 during game destruction operations and tsetse fly operations.
Africans stationed at hunting camps, hunted feraghimals and collected the serum samples.
The Animal virus Research Institute in Pirbright, England, assessed the samples. About 912
samples were taken from different wildlife species and a long list of those animals such as
buffalo, sable, impala, andrgife came from Wankie. Experimental infections were also
conducted in 1965 and 1966. In 1968, specimens were collected from 46 buffalo from 6
places, 97 impalas from 5 places, 1 sable, and 47 bovines from one locality to investigate the
car r i erivedobtand msuth dise&se isolates were obtained from 12 of the 46 buffalo

tested. All three Southern African Territory types of viruses were recovered. No virus was
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found in the 97 I mpala and one sable tested,
i solations were the Afirst r divngrmuminaotivhichhe vi r

showed no clinical signs of foot and mouth d

The discovery of the buffalo as the host of FMD amplified debates surrounding the value of
domestic animals, such as cattle, versus the value of wildlife, such as buffalo. These debates
predominantly reflected the situation of the time, a time in whictheon Rhodesiaand the

region found itself questioned the value of conservation areas (wildlife) at the expense of
(cattle ranches) livestock, or vice versa. These debates showed where the identity of wildlife
(buffalo) was rooted, not only as somethihat needed to be protected and conserved but

also as an income earner for the colony. And, although livestock such as cattle was an
important source of income and revenue to the country, its value or worth as a contributor to
the economy was also weigha comparison to wildlife. In one newsletter, the writer

expresses how different professions perceived the buffalo, by stating,

Aito the sportsman, it is one of the fBig
cunning and ferocityéto the wildlife biol
beautifully adapted to environments which are often harsh in respect of climatic

condi t iheweterindrian, ittcan be a problem as a carrier of the-tout

mouth disease (FMD) virus in areas where its distribution overlaps into cattle country

- or rather, where cattle have been superimposed on its habitats (the buffalo, of

course, occurred natally on many Rhodesian ranching areas long before cattle

were introdttced by man) o

41NAZ S/WI140 The Rhoman Trust, "What future for the Buffalo on Ranches in Rhodesia? “ in Wildlife Rhodesia,
no.17, October 1978, p22
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These mostly positive attitudes present the buffalo as a grand, important animal and, although
its negative characteristic as an FMD carrier is noted, the opinion highlights the buffalo as an
indigenous ani mal Anat ur al ttleyisacknowledgediasiag 6 t o t

animal that was introduced by humans.

One of the options to manage the disease and curb infection of the virus to livestock was a
suggestion to eliminate either cattle or buffalo. For example, a suggestion was put forward for
the elimination of dall buffladw Nat tdneal oRvar
an interviewthe Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Denis Norman, explained the importance of the
cattle industry in the country and the role played by the Lomé contract in influencing the need
to eradicate some of the buffalo in certain parts of the cdiintryherefore, notice that in the
history of animal and disease management, the process of elimination or extermination
played a significant role. Steps such as the slaughter of game had been put forward as a
measure to protect the cattle ranching inqudthe option of eliminating game during the

1970’s and 80’s, highlights the precarious position that animals were in based on how
economically valuable their industry was perceived to be. The vulnerability of livestock to

the threat of extermination fané purpose of controlling FMD, is explained by Mwatwara

and Swart, (2015).

Conclusion

This chapter brings to our attention how a landscape was divided into categories of
communal area, private farms, game reserve, and forest reserve. Although Hwange National

Park was the first official national park to open in Zimbabwe, there are diffeskical,

42NAZ S/WI140 The Rhoman Trust, "What future for the Buffalo on Ranches in Rhodesia? “ in Wildlife Rhodesia,
no.17, October 1978, p22

43NAZ S/zIM 77Beef or Buffalo: Is this the choice facing ZimbabiwneZimbabwe Wildlife, No.38, March

1985, p611
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social, and ecological factors that shaped its physical boundaries and facilitated its creation
from the time it was first declared as Wankie Game Reserve, in the 1920°s. These factors
included the initial selection and demarcation of the first nativeweseGwaai and Shangani
native reserves, the displacement of people, land, game and forest laws, the creation of
artificial water sources, and the presence or absence of diseases. This chapter presented how
these different historical variables contributedhe location of the park and the communal

areas bordering it, as well as its ecology.

The historical relationship of humans, wildlife, and livestock have evolved and possibly
changed as perceptions in the value and use of the landscape have also élfiznogedh.

Africans had measures to control and manage wildlife prior to the colonial period, these
measures differed from what was later introduced by the colonial government. The governing
of wildlife prior to colonial occupation was led by both spiritaal political leaders in
communities to help provide people with guidelines to preseetuse. Hunting among the

San, Ndebele, and the colonial officials differed, and the examples demonstrate how access
to, and use of the wildlife and natural resources changed with each group. The San hunted
and gathered in areas with boundaries that idheytified according to the natural featuoes
abstracted distance, such as how far they can walk or how far they can see. While the
Ndebele selected areas set aside for hunting based on the consent of thieekaajonial
government introduced stricteonservation laws, including the explicit division of the
landscape to private farms, game reserves, native reserves, and forest areas. They also
displaced people and settled them in lands which were less favourable to their lifestyles. This
brought chang to the lives of different ethnic groups, such as the Ndebele, San, and Nambya

that used that area.

94



Archival material from Southern Rhodesia also reflects the challenges and contention, that
different officials and stakeholders experienced with wildlife management during the colonial

era. Problems of wildlife encroaching into farmland, the problem @&fsaco water, and

issues to do with wildlife diseases have a long history that goes back as far as the colonial
perordRegar ding the influence of diseases, such
virus, in the creatiesn infg ttloe sggaemeé omwa Ir ke,s piotn ¢
a national scal e -ddmamuitehicdigpgshagg tbarpopoagh act
game and |livestock slaughter and restriction
mouth diseasedgaoves&i Valibde areas a bad i mag

confirmed as originating from the African bu

wildlife ver suhsunman elsetioncgks, athet meoncentre of
measuresheospuehbhd of wildlife related diseas
formation to enclose specific wildlife areas

Turning the landscape into forest reserves, game reserves, and native reserves was part of a
process that resulted in the commoditization of wildlife and natural resources. The strict and
exclusionary concept of protecting wildlife and forests through gaserves and forest
reverses was also at the expense of the Afri
this situation, the value and identity of wildlife, natural resources, as well as African

communities shifted within the shared experience tafréal administration. The social,

cultural, and spiritual relationships that African communities had with théhnoran beings

around them was challenged, and redesigned to suit a profit driven and exploitive relationship
that characterized the early colal period.In the presentlay contexthe presence of

wildlife may still have significant cultural and economic influence on neighbouring

communal areas. Although it is unlikely to fully reconcile the relationship that African
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communities had with wildlife and natural resources prior to the colonial period, the changes

that occurred based on this history, influence humidiife relations.
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4. The social and economic dynamics of a village in Tsholotsho

Rural District

I n this chapter | discuss how Iiving on the

and economic characteridatybnsenft . vitl agklewsn
the historical background about changes in t
di scussing how these historical factors rela

dynamics of the viktbagbe Thesyg beeaumpot hamgt

position of human vulnerabil i tywiandd iofpep orretluan
| discuss |livelihood options, such as i ncome
vill ager sr,powiet hoft hsehopsui ng t he different | ivel
are upon the | and and natural resources avai
well being of the villagers and theiusvahadera
the probl eilmnofe xpreougemtce shared by wildlife,
Il n addition, I examine the role played by ac
a shared | i fe among humapsownsdgi bheof téesgsesto
water. | nformation for this chapter comes fr

and the Household (HH) survey dat a.

Demographics

I n order to provide more context about the v
Tshol otsho District, I owi || describe some of
There at&otWantdyg in Tshol ot shod Ddlsasd ctto iSti x

border with Hwange National Par k9 . THdedse sar e
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Figure 9 A map showing the 22 wards that are in Tsholotsho Rural District. Wards one, two,
three, four, five and seven are very close to the boundary with Hwange National Bak.s e d
omttps:// www. cnfa.-0r gf; amectciema/etds ool dt7s MAai g u s |

Tshol otshoés popul ation is diverse, consi sti
(5. 7%) (Mukamuri et al ., 2013). There are mo
10 in the extreme southern and hwmesttdediren hp grhtes
popul ation of San people, comprising 6% of t
201 3: 99). The San have been marginalised an

and poc¢cioical systems heosweviedent hehentoretoo
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https://www.cnfa.org/amalima/tsholotsho-district/

the districtskE name, Tsholotsho, is derived
places in the district that indicate San her
Gariya, and Gibixegu ( Mukamusrtiudetesalo.n, t2h0Oel 3)i
hi story of the San people in Zi mbabwe, appea

(2019), and Hitchcock et al ., (2016).

Given this background and history of the San
out that, altholugti somes oif ntthlei $ sshesi s refl

nati onalstpuadryk ,i st huinsabl e t o completely show hi

|l ifestyles and experiences of all the people
research, and the survey | conducteds was fr
identified themselves as Ndebel e; Ndebele is

di strict.

Mi gration history

The data from the Household (HH) survey show
36 respondentsE moved to the area from Nyama
Esigodini and six from Umguza. Ot hferromespond
Siwela (5); Solusi ( 3); Mandau ( 3anlaBvmabh dnde
()Fi gur eElleOvien of the respondents could not

forebearers came, and eight ofh thhetmeyponden
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Figure 10 Map showing the different areas of origin

To provide a comprehensive view of the years
data and groypad pbemods, tenth the Tbokl p@r ng
from the 1920's up to the 1940's shows el eva
total number of 49 respondents revealing tha
this period. Ei ght r e sipeosn dreonvtesd aftrtoens tBeudb it, h aN
Sawmil |l , and Zambi a ioinmet hien 1T9s2h00d so,t sthoo ,mawkhei |t
respondents can trace their roots from Nyama

Emabanjeni in the 1930's.
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The year they moved to the village
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Figure 11 Showing the year of migration into the village

The 1940's saw the highest numbemni o0é movemen

respondents mentioning that they originated

Umguza, Solusi, Siwela, Mandau, or Fvied ree.
to this area in the 1950's (five respondents
respondent s), annd n20 1r2e s(poonned)e.n tTswednitdy not st af
this place. This information showd bédaawe enost

19206s and 19406s, during the coloni al perio

HH may have the same f or ef hatbweo sb.r oFtobre eesx atnhpa

their own homesteads. Most of these migratio
explained by one male respondent, aged 69, w
l'ive i n this village. Hi s exampleasbowsopbw
unexpectedly, withl éadiceg atnad ,t tenlsegseat |l tyhe
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Livelihoods, income, and jobpportunities

Assessing livelihood or income generating activities is important in order to understand how
people living in perhaps one of the poorest and driest regions in the country, make a living. In
this section | discuss the different opportunities and ways iohathe villagers acquire an

income and job opportunities. In the survey of 98HH, the villagers were asked about the
different sources of income available to their household. Results from the household survey
show that over half of the villagers rely more groceries or money that they receive from
relatives living and working away from home, than formal opportunities for work within the
village. Villagers also sell different things for income, such as arts and crafts. While assets
such as livestock and ldrdo contribute to their livelihoods, villagers mostly hold onto

livestock as a longerm resource; they will use this resource for farming, to pass on as an
inheritance, or for use during significant life events, such as for the bride price, paying school
fees, or medical expenses, and thus this resource is not regularly disposed of. Land for
farming is also significant, as discussed in this chapter. However, produce is susceptible to
minimum rainfall and vulnerable to attacks by wildlife, such as elephaiich

consequently affects food security.

Remittances

Remittances can be described as the fAunidire
household, community and country from a mobile worker (Cohen, 2011: 104)s&ifen of

the ninety eight HH survey responses indicated that they receive income and gmods fr

family members working in other cities and countries. Although remittances are important
throughout Zimbabwe, they are particularly important for this village. Migrating out of the

area or village is occurring in the presealy context as people sedteenative income or

livelihood sources in other parts oktbountry and neighbouring countries. This confirms
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findings from previous studies by Nzima et al (2016) and Maviza et al (2019) which indicate
that remittances are the main source of income for most households in Tsholotsho Rural
District. Due to low education levels and the lack of access to formal emg@iay

opportunities, most families rely on family members who have left the village to seek
employment opportunities in neighbouring countries. This may also explain why at some

homesteads, no one was home, or the homes seemed to be abandogediata clbection.

Inwhich country are family members living and working?
(n=98)

= South Africa
Not stated
= Botswana

SA & Botswana

Figure 12 Country where family members are living and working

Sixty-five HH have at least one family member living and working in a neighbouring
country. South Africa is the most popular host country for 59 households who have family
members working or living outside the country. Eleven households also mentioneuBots
as a host nation for those living and working outside the country. Although Zimbabweans
based in other countries use various services to send their relatives money back home

including the use of money transfer services such as Mukuru, World RemigyMoam,
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and Western Unionl do not know the number of households in the village receiving money

using services such as these. Distance to the nearest town and lack of access to these services
in the village, would suggest to me that receiving cash by this kitvdraffer would be a

difficult option. There are, however, the populmalayitsh&*informal cross border

couriers who drive to and from Zimbabwe, transporting goods or money from neighbouring
South Africa (Thebe and Mutyatyu, 2017). When you drive to Tsholotsho you are most likely

to see a number of minibuses and cars with South African ligdaiss, transporting

different goods such as furniture, food, and building materials for their customers.

Nzima et al (2017) underscore that, in this region, migration to countries such as South Africa
is an embedded culture. Young people often leave to search for opportunities in South Africa
and Botswana soon after finishing higthool, or they drop out gthool to search for jobs

in these countries. However, as popular as remittances are as a source of livelihood, moving
to neighbouring countries does not always prove to be successful; many of the young people
experience difficulty finding work. During mstay at the village, | met a young man and a
young woman who had been to South Africa in search of work however, due to difficulty
finding work and opportunities for permanent stay in the country, they decided to move back

home to Tsholotsho.

In addition to remittances from family members outside of the country, villagers rely on
family members living and working in a neighbouring city or town in Zimbabwe to send

them money or goods. Nineteen HHs out of the nteeiirt HHs who participated ihe

survey, have one or two family members living and working in neighbouring towns or cities.
As shown in the graph, Bulawayo and Tsholotsho Centre are the most popular neighbouring

city andtown that people move to live or work domestically.

“hYlLfFr8AGaAKEY al 6§S0St St I VR Dae adegssatrgoAughiss 202258 p ¢ K S
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Family members living/working in another town/city

Bulawayo Hwange Nkayi Plumtree Tsholotsho Centre Victoria Falls
Name of Town/ city

No. of people living/working in another town/city
acording to 98 HH
w

Figure 13 City or Town where family members are living and working

Sale of handmade arts and crafts

Fifty-two HHs out of the ninetgight HHs stated the sale of handmade arts and crafts as a
source of income. Women can sell their baskets, mats, or bags while young men can sell their
wooden sculptures to visiting tourists. During my time in the villagbskerved women

engaged in creating or making these products either as individuals or in a group. For
example, my host mother and her daughter in law were observed weaving baskets and mats
together on a regular basis. This is something they often do avémengs, after supper, or

during the day when they have fewer chores to do around the home. My host mother also
makes other products such as crotched bags or home decoration items made from wool.
When | visited other homesteads, | came across two othraew also creating such mats or
baskets. The material they use for the mats and baskets comes from tall, dried grass that they

gather from the bush and secure into bundles. The plastic thread used to wrap around the
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dried grass and mould into either the shape of a mat or basket comes from plastic sacks used
to package 50kgs of rice, sugar or mealie meal. They often buy these bags empty and clean in
assorted colours from the market in Bulawayo. As revealed by my st they sell their

wares (Pictur®) to neighbouring Lodges and Safari operators, visitors to the area, and to

people living in neighbouring countries, such as South Africa.

Somewomen in the village also work together as a group to create various products. My host
mother and her daughter in law, for example, are part of a sewing club that meets together
twice a week at the nearby primary school. This sewing club began in 20&8resnsts of a

group of 19 women who sew things like food covers, napkins, aprons, tablecloths, tables
runners, and mats. They use different types of fabrics with printed motifs of wildlife, huts, or
calabashes. They often sell their wares to the gesatari camps, among themselves, or to
other households. This production of handmade arts and crafts was once very popular
because of the presence of the nearby lodges. When | first arrived at the village and my host
father was showing me around, we caaneoss an area under a shade off trees, close to his
homestead where the remnants of stalls used to be. My host father explained that in the past,
villagers would sell their products to tourists who would come from the nearby lodges.
However, these dayslkdgers no longer set up stalls to sell their different wares. It was also
unfortunate that the Covid 19 pandemic affected these activities. During the pandemic, no
tourists came to the village, and this caused the sales of such products to decreasegrhe y
men that | spoke to mentioned that they stopped carving wooden sculptures because there
was no one to sell them to. They are hoping to resume these activities once the pandemic
subsides and tourists return to the area and visit the villagj@s case, | saw that the skills

and ideas of making and selling these different arts and crafts remained, especially amongst
the women although tourists do not frequent the village as they used to. | was not able to

ascertain the total amount of imme that villagers receive from such entrepreneurial activities
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however, a research study done by Nzima et al., (2016) showed that the sale of handmade

crafts in Tsholotsho, does not earn a lot of money and that remittances are a dominate source

of income.

Picture 6 Mats and baskets woven by my host mother and her daughter in law using plastic
and dried grass

On the other hand, | met a man in the village who does carpentry at his home, and this is the

main source of income for his household.

fil am a carpenter by profession, so that is what | do to earn an income. Although we
do domestic farming, carpentry is the one that gives me a livelihood even though |
farm and keep livestock. With farming, sometimes you face droughts and then | end up
using the money that | generate from carpentry to buy food or even, sometimes, | lose

my livestock through lions and hyenas, and | use the money to replace éhem
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He sells his carpentry products to the local safari operators, to customers in Bulawayo, and
even some of the villagers support him by buying his products. However, | observed that he
is more of an exception, as most villagers are engaged in subsistenice fand not

everyone does something like carpentry as their main source of income.

Sale/ trading of other goods

Apart from selling handmade arts and crafts, a few households also sold other goods for
income, however these were only a minority. Some of the other ways that people can earn
and do earn an income are through the stalivestock (nine households), vegetables/ fruit

(six households), netimber forest products which include medicinal products or wild fruits

and insects (fourteen households), sale of crops (nine households), and selling other things
such as Mobile Airtme or Groceries (eight households). Overall, they sell these goods to

other villagers, which means their market is limited to the village. This suggests that the
economic network of the community is mutually reliant because there is not much trade or
selling that occurs outside the village; they rely on each other for custom. It is a challenge
that the village is in a remote area, and they have limited ability to access other markets due
to lack of transportation and accessible roads, therefore the xdllmgde goods among
themselves. If someone needed to carry their goods from Tsholotsho Centre for example,
they would need to use a public minibus stopping at Kapanyana Bus Stop and then either
walk or use a donkey drawn cart to transport their goodstherbus stop to their

homestead. Another option, which is not often available, would be to ask someone who has a
car and is driving to that area to help them transport their goods. On one occasion, we helped
carry large sacks of sugar from Tsholotsho @etd the village, for one villager who was

planning to sell to other villagers.
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Formal employment

Given the villagers proximity to the national park and some of the lodges, | was interested in
knowing whether any of the households had a member of their household who worked for
any of these organisations. The goal was to identify whether there arptemms of

employment that have come from wildlife related activities. In the survey, respondents were
asked, whether they or any member of their household has worked or is working for any of
the listed organizations. | compiled a list of organisation®das information | had

gathered during my stay at the village and the names of organisations that | heard mentioned
by villagers in previous interviews and conversations. Working for a Safari operator/lodge
was common among the respondents, with eighteenf ninetyeight HHs revealing that

they or someone in their household has worked for a safari opEratde 3) There are three

Safari operators or Lodges operating close to the village.

Table3 Have you or any member of your HH ever worked for or work for these listed
organisations?
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Yes | 1 18 0 1 0 2 0 0 2 1 0
No | 97 | 80 98 | 97 |98 96 | 98 98 96 97 |98

As illustrated inTabled6 J ob/ empl oyment position, 6 Safari
villagers to do different jobs. Working as a security guard or in security is the job most
commonly stated, with five respondents revealing that they or someone in their household

had worked aa security guard. Other jobs worked by villagers include the role of Handyman
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(three villagers), Housekeeper (two villagers), Assistant Manager, Butler, Chef, Guide,

Receptionist, and Scout. The list below shows that there are diverse kinds of jobs available

through safari operators/lodge operators, but further research woulah hielfermining
whether these job opportunitiaad salarieare sufficient and to know how many

unemployed villagerareactually interested in working for the safari operators and lodges.

Table4 Job/ employment position

Organisation

Position/Job

No. of

responses

Safari operator/ Lodgs

Security

Safari operator/ Lodgg

Handyman

Safari operator/ Lodgs

Receptionist

Safari operator/ Lodgs

Housekeeper

Safari operator/ Lodgg

Assistant manager

Safari operator/ Lodgg

Butler

Safari operator/ Lodgs

Scout

Safari operator/ Lodgs

Chef

Safari operator/ Lodgs

General hand

Safari operator/ Lodgs

Guide

Agritex

Agritex officer

Veterinary services

Handyman

Veterinary services

Representative

CAMPFIRE

Intern

Parks and wildlife

Game Ranger

R R R R R R R R R R RN R w o

Total

N
N

Income or support from wildlife related activities
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compensation

to my host

when
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villagers acknowledge that they have received assistance from neighbouring safari operators.
For example, villagers mentioned that one safari operator has helped with paying for school
fees and building schools and, that during the famine period, theyalsaveeceived food

from them. Some villagers also mentioned that another safari operator also introduced a
project to help the elderly women to sew the baskets that they would eventually sell to
tourists. When they sewed baskets before the pandemic therwwould come together with

their wares in one place, and the safari operator would then bring tourists to the village to buy
the products. Other support received by the villagers, from nearby safari operators, included
the installation of solar panelsatschool, a borehole with a tank for running water, and a

feeding program at schools.

The value of livestock

Livestock suclas cattle, donkeys, and goats are major assets to the villagers, as they help to
provide transportation, draught power, meat, manure, and other related products. Livestock
forms a particularly important foundation to the livelihoods of the villagers, wachamuch

value to livestock, especially to cattle. Among the 98 HHs represented in the survey, the
estimated number of the different livestock is 648 cattle: 732 goats, and 235 donkeys. Most
households do not have more than nine animals in each gréiupsbéck. There are only

two households that reported having 40 or more cattle, and one household reported having 40
or more goats. The average number of livestock among villagers, according to the household
survey, was 6,6 cattle, 7,5 Goats, and 2,4 Bgalper HH. Some of the villagers also possess

other domesticated animals, such as fowls and rabbits.
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Table5 Livestock numbers

Number of Number of HH | Number of HH | Number of HH
livestock with Cattle with Goats with Donkeys
0 26 17 42

19 45 50 54

10- 19 21 24 2

20-35 4 6 0

40 and above 2 1 0

Villagers value that they have individual ownership of their livestock, unlike wildlife which
they do not own. According to a §#arold woman, livestock is important to her because as

a widow who lives alone, having livestock helps her when she needsyiraord she can sell

them when the need arises. According to her, this is unlike the wild animals, which she says
are not even hers at all and she does not even benefit anything from them. With the livestock
that she owns she can choose what she will tlo them because she has ownership over

them, they belong to her. However, when it comes to wild animals, she does not have such
power. This woman’s view is an example of how some villagers believe that they do not have
ownership over wildnimals buhave ownership over their livestock with the power to

dispose of it when they need to do so. Hence, for this woman and many other villagers, the
aspect of having ownership and decisinaking power over what happens to the animals

gives livestock more sigficance and value than wildlife because they can control what

happens to their livestock in comparison to wildlife.

Because their livestock possesses monetary value, the villagers often expressed similar
sentiments towards the fear and great pain they experience when wildlife attacks their
livestock, or when their livestock falls sick. When | spoke to one villagemglimdividual
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interviews, they equated having livestock to having money in the bank by saying, livestock
0i's one of my banks. I f you (Resmrndeny#i3jr money,
interview on 5 September 2019)hi s mandés view of | ivestock as

livestock is likened to a financial facility that helps villagers save and accrue wegilth.

very painful experience when oifthedonhkeysoes t heir
goats die, we wil/ be | e9 interwew ontb Septembarr2@19)hi ng o6
The | oss of livestock brings a substantial c

Livestock, therefore, forms the foundation of their economic status. Furthermore, livestock
diseases affect their ability to improve their lives both economically andllycas they are

likely to experience the financial burden of caring for and treating sick livestock.

dt affects us because | expect to be improving my life, so if my livestock is sick, | know

| am going backwards, starting at zero again. The children will also cry because they

love livestock. | have already told them that | will give them livestockthisabne is

yours, this one is yours, therefore if th

(Respondent #15, interview on 5 September 2019).

For another villager, it is also equally important to keep animals healthy for his children. One
90-yearold male thought it was important so that when he dies his children can get
something from him and share it as an inheritance (Interview Male 90 years on 23 February
2022). These views show that livestock is also a source of generational wealth and

inheritane that villagers plan to pass on to children at a certain age or time.

Although villagers view their livestock as having monetary value, they only sell their
livestock when they are in desperate need of money to pay for things like school fees, or to
buy food when wildlife destroys their crops, or when they experience apoa@st due to

lack of sufficient rains. Consequently, livestock is seen as a safety net that villagers use to fall
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back on during times of hardship. Furthermore, since there are no hospitals or clinics nearby,
they use livestock to carry people to the hospital. They take donkeys or cattle and tie them to
the scotch carts and transport the sick to the clinic. Lasttymas of lack, livestock can help

foster community relations among people who have livestock and those who do not. This is
noted because some vVvillagers mentioned that

plough their fields, or they borrow donkelgshelp transport sick people to the clinic.

Social and spiritual matters are also related to the value of livestock among the villagers. For
example, | learnt that when one of the villagers passed away, they buried him near the
livestock enclosure. | asked a family member about the meaning ofabiscp because |

had never seen or heard about this before. He replied by saying that:

ALong back, people did not have the knowl
in ancestors, their belief was that if a man dies, he should be buried next to the

livestock kraal because they thought he would be guarding his livestock. Similarly, a
woman would be buried near the granary because she would be guarding the grains

in the granary. This is what the people long back believed and for us to change this

belief to another belief we have failed so we are still doing what we were taught by

oureldes . 0

The family member of the deceased explained that although they still practice this, it did not
reflect on their current beliefs as Christians. This exanmoplegever, highlights the different
gender roles associated with both the care of livestock and domestic responsibilities assigned

to men and women.

A 90-yearold man believedthafi| i vest ock is | ife, and when t|
you have nHesaldithatgincé ree fs hawmld the only thing that he owns and puts

his hope in, is livestock. According to him, if wild animals attack his livestock, he is dead
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because to him losing your livestock is the same as dying. Likening the loss of livestock to
the loss of life sounds extreme, but his view shows that his strong attachment to the value of
livestock goes far beyond its value as a means to provide foodydbagability to secure

wealth, and extends further than any cultural value it may have.

On the other hand, the challenges that come with owning livestock at the edge of a national
park has some of the villagerseealuating the value they assign to livestock. One 50 year

old man, acknowledges that livestock is important but to a lesset;extemow sees

livestock as less important because he does not know how much livestock he is going to have
by sunset on any given day, he feels that he cannot rely solely on livestock.a m | u st

keeping livestock for the sake of keeping it. But it isongér like before when you could

keep a big her d oThewmanbdidves that aspiring te keepia ®ig herd ofo w. o

cattle is a risk these days because the livestock numbers may dwindle down due to attacks
from wildlife. His attitude highlights that the d&y-day uncertainty of the potential loss of
livestock througtwildlife attacks discourages him from keeping large herds of livestock.
Therefore, in this area one cannot always rely on livestock as a safety net to fall back on
becausetheies uncertainty over how secure oneos
near a wildlife area can change a personods
the view that being kept near a wildlife area diminished value of livestockm@sirgon

raised by one villager in one area, it would be important to revisit this research area to
ascertain whether such attitudes are increasingly present or developing among other villagers

in the future, especially if the problem of wildlife attackslivestock persist.

The value of land
Land has different uses and value to the villagers. Villagers not only view it as the place
where they plough their crops and graze their livestock, but also where they dwell and place

their homes (homesteads). One young lady, aged 28, believes thattieifaportant to her
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because it is where she lives and where personal interactions take place. To her, the formation

of all relationships happens on the land. Another young lady, aged 21, believes the same; she

said that the land is important because that is where they girggstaw, they have built

their homes on the | and. While recalling sto
Entaba in the late 1930°s and their finally settling on this land mardescribes what the
land and living hereneans to him, by saying:
AAs 1t i s, we are now |iving here, we are
we see it being fit for us because we are living friendly with everyone who is around.
No one can say O6move from this arfa and g
place being fit for us to stay in it because we are now powerless to move from this
place and maintain another living which can be better like this. In terms of land, my
grandfather was the village head for the people who came here. He was showing
everyperson who wanted a place to stay here where to place their own homesteads
and where to farm. He would go with you a
make your own | and to till.&é& My grandfath

big tree,dowrwe st war ds to t hat neighbourdéds homes

mealie land of my grandfather. But it came a time when the white men would say,
6each man could only have 10 acres of
land, these fields which weve now, the white man pegged them. If you had sons,
you would get 10 acr es (mterdewavith®®ybaeold s o n

Male on 24 February 2022)

The perspectives of the young women, as well as that of the older gentleman, show that the
land is not just a place where they have built homes or places to stay, but it also facilitates a
sense of belonging, where people come together and interact vlitlotber. Furthermore,

the history behind how they came to settle in this area plays an important role in reinforcing
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feelings of belonging. This is because ever since their forefathers settled here during colonial

times, they have not faced relocation from this place like their forebearers did before them.

Farm fields

When it comes to farm land, the villagers share similar sentiments about its importance
because the food and resources produced from the farm fields helps them survive. For
example, an elderly woman who takes care of orphans said that when they exgeehce

rains and an excess harvest, she sells the excess harvest and uses the money to pay for school
fees and uniforms. However, despite the land being vitally important, the unavailability of

new, uncultivated land poses problems. According to some,riledaery fertile, but many

others complain that because uncultivated land is no longer available, they always plough on
the same piece of landhus depleting the land of its nutrients, and harvesting less lustrous
crops. They are thus facing the chatje of needing fertilizers to help improve the soil

quality and produce better crop yields. This view highlights their desire for more space to
plough and rotate farm fields. Some villagers make use of organic manure from livestock to
help combat this praéém, however, one villager lamented that it is exceedingly difficult to
maintain the supply of organic manure as they cannot keep huge livestock enclosures because
of the problem of the wild animals. In this situation, the land is important to the vil)dner

inputs like fertilizer and organic manure are hard to come by.

The villagers have usufruct rights on communal land. This is like other communal areas in

the rest of Zimbabwe where all land in communal areas is stat&.|asdcshown in Tablé,

the size of land the villagers cultivate varies from household to household, with 20 HHs

estimating that they cultivate their crops on 10 acresormoreofAdancc e s si bi | i ty an

availability of water plays a cruci al rol e i

4 Scoones lan (2019), Laadd tenure in Zimbabwe’s communal areas: why land reform was needed, blog
posthttps://zimbabweland.wordpress.com/2019/10/14/lardnd-tenure-in-zimbabwescommunalareas
why-land-reform-wasneeded/Date accessed 02 March 2023
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average rainfaldl and drought, bdewvilagees whi ch

grow crops that are more likely to withstand the low rainfall patterns of that r@gitore y

grow various crops, such as Sorghum, Mill et
vill agers produce food and resources for sus
are generally | ocated a f(eRvi d}idroanetres fr om

Table6 Estimated size of land according to the 98 HH that took part in the survey

Size of land No. Households

1 acre 2

2 acres 13

3 acres 12

4 acres 15

5 acres 18

6 acres 6

7 acres 7

8 acres 5

10+ acres 20

Total 98
I n addition to the farm fields, some familie
My host family, for example, had a small veg
vegetables, carrots, and tomatokeerfesal @aouskea
use a bucket filled with water drawn from th

t heoaotut of an empty plastic Mazoe bottle pertf
often say that it is hhiss dhemenst ®@ad aavred ahdow
increase the size of their garden to grow di

As | will discuss in an upcoming section, th
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vill agers, and much time and | abour goes int

opportunity to have a borehole inside oneoés
constraint. Other crops that the ybbltdgers g
beans, cowpeas, round nuts, ground nuts, oni

Picture 7 Elephant dung on the road next to a farm field during the dry season. The fields are
usually protected from animals by a fence made of thorn shrubs and wooden poles.

The forest andorest products

The village is in an area that habusharea. The buffer area that is between the village and

the national park is alsotasharea. Their homesteads are situated in linear positions,

although there are a lot of tree and shrubs surroundingtvéme n | f i ni shed con:¢
frdeesting and sorting exercise and was about
interviewing went over to a tree that was on

Uxakusalbut( Appl e/) Akaomaehghré6eghta & handf ul
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we shared them between my host father and me
entered other homesteads, include | emon tree
these, they also source f rbuusthsOnaen da fetdeirbnloeo ni,n
returning from their womenEs sewing meeting,

retur ned wbBttydhno8lamdcwdomdgsat fat t hey had coll ected

home.

As shown i 4, tthheerFe gaurree viari ous forest fruits
to the wild fruits, though, the villagers al
flying termites. Forest areas prodwde tdevar.i
villagers. The question is whether these res
villagers or are sufficient to alleviate the
they play a rol ¢@ has fowglplbam&rtt fod vill agers
main meals; these resources are not sufficie
t he past, resources foraged from forests con
Af ri ciaent iseosc, as | discussed in the previous
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Please list the non timber forest products you obtain from
the forest?

Harurwa/ Stink bugs i
Umkhomo/ Baobab fruit [
Uxakuxaku/ Matohwe [
Amahlabusi/ Flying Ants [
Amarula  [REE———
Uluju/ Honey "
Mushrooms  [E—
Amacimbi/ Mopani worm | ——
Izihlwa/ Flying termites [ —"
Medicinal Plants "
Umkhemeswane/Matamba [ —.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Figure 14 List of nontimber forest products

Villagers also sometimes sell forest fruits, such as a seasonal fruit called unamguéaria
infaustg andumsosobiyane(dross berry/ Grewia occidentalisat Tsholotsho Centre.

Women and young people usually collect the fruit in the forest and travel to Tsholotsho
Centre to sell it or they sell it to someone who is going to Tsholotsho Centre. For example,
one 74yearold woman collects umsosobiyane and then boards a bus to Tsholotsho business
centre and stays there with family while she sells the fruit. When thésfiniseason, she

does this once a week, especially when much of it is available in the féeestustomers are

different groups of people, and although she does not necessarily always get money from the
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sale of thehesefruits, she receives other things in exchange. For example, if she has a 10

litre bucket full of umsosobiyane, she can get something such as clothes in exchange.

Apart from edible fruits and insects, they also get materials, such as droppers (wooden poles)
that they use for building and securing their homes, and for fencing livestock enclosures. The
bushis also important because that is where they get fireiarocboking and warming
purposesnd the grass to thatch huts. One does not need to ask for permission or to pay a fee,
however, when collecting firewood, they must only collect dead wood that has fallen. They

are not to chop down any trees. Villagers alsofuswood to make fires at the-alight

vigils during farming season. The men stay awake at night, sitting near the farm fields so that
they are ready to chase away any wildlife, such as elephants, that threaten the destruction of

the fields.

Villagers are also able to source medicinal plants from the surroubdgigHowever, one

of the village heads mentioned that although medicinal plants are availabléusthiew

people make use of them. He has observedithan t he past, African peo
entirely for our medical needs but now, because of modernisation, the information and

knowledge about herbs is not being passed down to the next generation and people are now
going to get medication from hospital®sd t hi s i dHisspinorhshoavsthab s s . 0
knowledge about the forest herbs and medicine is now rarely passed down to the younger
generations and that modern medicine has challenged the idea of the use of traditional

medicine. The loss and lack of knowledge about traditioralicme can also affect the level

of encounter that people will have with the forest and its resources, as very few people will

seek out herbs for medicine.
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Picture8 A picture taken by the author in June 2020 showing the road that leads to the
village from Kapanyana bus stop. Many trees and shrubs flank the road, and the picture is
characteristic of the forest area surrounding the village.

Lastly, land, livestock, and the forest area are closely related resources that are valuable to the
villagers to varying degrees. One of the mentold mefthato u cannot di sti ngui
the forest, and this is the village because we are part of the forest, there are trees that are

very important to our livestock suesUmtshibf®t hat ar e eat e fintevigw t he |
with 69-yearold Male on 22 February 2022). His view describes how the village, livestock,

and the forest are very closely linked together, and yet he does not see a distinction that
separates where the forest is and where the village is,that fee sees how the three aspects

are interrelated. Other villagers have contrary opinions about the proximity of the forest to

the village, and its ownership. A §@arold man believes that the forest area does not

46 Guibouttia coleosperma
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belong to him, but rather it belongs to the wild animals because that is where the animals live.
He says that his family only moved here because of the colonial laws brought by the colonial

officials, therefore the forest does not belong to him but tevtlteanimals.

Another villager also believes that the forest is not important to him because it attracts the

wild animals that cause problems forthémlf he gusu doesndét help us
one that is causing all these problems because animals from the park now come into the gusu

and they start causing havoc. They are no longer staying in the park, but they are coming

intothe gusuthatise n t h e v i(lhténdey with 874yehrdld Male on 24 February

2022). According to my host mother, the forasiaais not important to them, but it was

important to her elders when they came here and built their homes. She, however,

acknowledges that that they get some fruit from the forest, but she bemoans the problem of
elephants eating and destroying these treesS h e  sthee glsphanté aaet eatifig the same

wild fruits that we eat, for example, amagwidand umsosobiyane. And when the elephants
come, they dondét |just e atinterviewhwéttlyS4yedraddo dest r oy
female on 23 February 2022). In this case, she believes that they are competing with the
elephants for the wild fruits and the situation is similar to the problem they have with the

elephants destroying their crops.

Food and food security

The discussion about the value of the | and f
|l ivestock is related closely to the produce
received questions from frieedswofr&miaby,ut anvd
food | ate during my time at the village. Pe

regi on. I recal | that when | conducted field

47 Amagwadi Spiny monkey orangétrychnos pungens

125



my

mast e

od.

ce

ts

on

d

At

i vion

i der

omi ¢

affe

r

f

ct

riosity.

Meals

en

ocC

h

i th

m

e

ever
erie
ost
t he
ly.

me a |

mat o S

t e

k o

op

(4

SO

rnoo

be.

|l e u

e. |

be

od

e

mo

My

ou

Sa

n k

further

c |

uded

q

thesis, no one ever asked me about
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about the availability of food in
nstability in the country. Althoug
ed peopl e s rtohmatt hle rve ddiawed ftrheem coo
I n the following section | descri
and food security, not for the pu
cexpbervehtage given the problem of

[ and drought .

came to the village during the di
with me that included sugar, cooki
ther when | arrived. Il bwaosu glhitv itnhge

|l wanted to contribute to food an
host mother and her daughter in |
i ncluded di sdéhresvesgethalalse s, adgam@anwi
p, and occasionally they would ser
they prepared meali e meal porridg
dza is al trhadarcrki dgea nt hbdt mesal d emmem
ally eat i1t with vegetables and/ or

obe i s a dish that consists of a n

i XemMaiwie.h sun dri ed

my understanding about the freque
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me an over

show the

what they

frequency

have dur
it means
day. Thi
variety,

of me ad)ys.

Umxhanxa
Tea
Sadza
Pumpkin porridge
Porridge
None
Groundnuts
Boiled maize grain

Amahewu

S

r

n

t

a

P

view of the food situation in the
esponses to those survey questions
ate at differentdaysnewaoftd hev alaya
and variety of meals. The three ch
g their morning, afternoon, and ev
hat someotfprthei despohademati admn dabo
i s possibly because they had alrea
nd/ or they do -bbuseauggegthinggaat i

er d

Morning meals

20 40 60 80 100 120 140
n=294

Figure 15 Respondents listed the morning meals they had during the past thré® days

48 The respondents from 98 HH were asked a. How many meals do you and members of your Household have
in a day b. What do these meals normally consist of? c. Lisfdbd eatenat mealtimes in the morning,
afternoon, and evening during the past three days. Therefore, n= 294 in each chart presents (98x3days)

responses.
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Notably, most villagers do not have meal s in

meals had the highest number of 'noneE. Howe
have Porridge, Umxhanxa, or Tea d€wgntai-dicrhels
over evening meal such as Sadza). Another be
aMahewu, a fermented meali e meal drink.

Afternoon meals

Umxhanxa .
Umpolokogo
Umngqutshu s
Tshakada/ Isimoni I
Tea I
Sadza I
Roundnuts §
Roasted maize grainll
Rice and soup
Pumpkin porridge s
Porridge s
None
Inkobe I
Groundnuts 1l
Boiled maize grain I

Amagebelengwane

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
n=294

Figure 16 Respondents listed the Afternoon meals they had during the past three days

Di shes such as Umxhanxa, l nkobe, Sadz a, Ts ha

common in the afternoon. Although the respon
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Amagwadl a, Amagebel engwan®,n Urhreg cgu ttsehrun,o olhmp d
take these dishes with tea, or hot water wit

|l eaves.

Evening meals

Umxhanxa m
Umngqutshu s
Tshakada/ Isimoni m
Tea and inkobe &
Sadza and vegetable s —
Sadza and sugam
Sadza and soya Chun K S
Sadza and soups
Sadza and small preym
Sadza and peanut buttern
Sa0za @ 0l O K I S
Sadza and mopani wormsmmm
Sadza and milk ms
Sadza and meat m————
Sadza and locustn
Sadza and Kapentaa
Sadza and dried Ve g e talo | e
Sadza and dried meats
Sadza and chickens
Sadza and cabbagecmmm——
Sadza and beansEEEEE
Sadza mm
Pumpkin porridge n
None s
Inkobe mm

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
n=294

Figure 17 Respondents listed the evening meals they had during the past three days

49 Amagwadlaboiled maizeAmagebelengwaneform of bread or cake made from mealie meal;
Umpolokogo- crumbly maize meal porridge; Isimora mixture of samp, roundnuts, and groundnuts;
Tsakadéeboiled corn without their outer peels; uMngqutsha mix of maize corn with their peels and
roundnuts or groundnuts
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Having a meal i n the evening I S more common

consist of sadza, the staple food of Zi mbabw

mf ushwa (dried vegetables), okra, ewxy(ae.cth.unk

chomolia or spider flower | eaves). Sadza is
Drought

Reflecting on the issue of the current droug

soci al media reported about tRB6R2ODr2Ought t hat
Zi mbabwe appeared in the media with news r el
Victoria Falls and the death of el ephants 1in
affected both wildlife and huwmanrdg odnrtihreg mehdii
focused on either its effects on wildlife or
deaths of elephants and the decrease in wate

attractions, the reéepesei agehy, mbdoagheégahei p

water to the forefront and made it more wide
concerns that erupted on soci al media after
(Widlok, 2019d Ma&odonakR6&18t aal ., 2016). The
communal areas did not receive the same reac
the (social) media. It shows how, although t
the same exgmgemiidegryceangdi mil ar weather conditio
reported by the media, may overshadow the pl
the empathy of the public more towards wil dl
froem gbver nment, or from NGOs who are workin
vill agers with | essons and tools on how to n
However, I highlight this observatfifoencttso i nd

both wildlife and peopl e.
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Since the village and Hwange National Par k a
vill ager 6s experiences and opinions about th
that one of the main probl ems afnf,e cbtei chnagu spee otpl
|l ack of sufficient rains decreases crop yiel
exacerbating the | evels of hunger and starva

and factors that cdarmel eedad |tag ef. o iornug e avaryi tty

the day | first arrived at the village, in 2
had been very severe the previous year, to t
food to eaitr bercap syi ¢lhd was very |l ow. He, ho
would not starve during my stay with them, b
yi el ds. | |l ater | earnt that he attributed th
spported programmes that provide villagers w
help cope during disasters, such as drought.
During my stay at the village, | observed, a

or porridge at a food aid distribution occas

clinic and another one oecrmersedhadccaameen i ofg
food at the distribution point that | witnes
grandfathersE funeral, in 2019. I't was al mos

passing of Sekuru BTi.ng two klee auvpe tthhee nveixltl angoer
Gweru. The nephew of my host father prepared
bus stop with the goal of catching the only

stopped byeioglebotr $ heo pick up a crate ful

other villagers at the food distribution tha
shortly after 10 am and, surely, I hadl mi sse
to |l eave the bus stop and move to whPdrcea utrhee

131



9) By 12:00pm a | arge group of people had ga
open hall with a roof, enclosed within a fen

attended this meeting.

Picture9 Showing the meeting area near Kapane

Two lorries filled with grain, arrived short
hopefully, outside the fence, for transporta
public or privateex cterpan sfpoorroto epeggd sotkdr wb a ntdhat w
not going to Tsholotsho Centre. After the of
| oading and distribution of 50 kg sacks cont

addition to the ddifdtircii@ltsi wro,ndailxd utngf dthre pol
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At around
| shoul d
approache
and most
was now s
were sitt
had falle
heading b
Tshol ot sh

from ther

My experi
hard to c
ot her pl a
transport
vegetabl e

relief p

-

how suf fi

t he droug

a

them food.

Umawongan

3pm, I had moved closer to the tru
sk for a | ift from one of the | orr
and asked one of thet domvea s, e@adid

f the sacks of grain had been off]l
anding next to was shaking his hea
ng on the grocoakdpbekowgthp bdam& eh
out fr dmatdh en gb pg o cksrsi.n Byt IBe 3dDf fpr
ck to Tsholotsho had finished off]
Ce retdr ep,u bwh ecr e rlanbsgpaorrd t o Bul away

to Gweru. 06

nce on this day, showed me that pu
me by; hence, the opportunities fo
es in the ward or eoser who mwagsbeaao
tion, such as a car, or even a don
produce among themselves. This exp
grammes that sesppgopbpughhe holwkbage W
ient or consistent they are. One o
t because of the safari operators
Thehati lilmg2edX0 ttoH edr enewas an or gan

s a, then iin M¥@2b shdrne i wzameEADoOmMmM

to | ate around August and then LEAD came to
wi | | stop in Mhaevh bematubenpgpeoboplehe fields n
harvesting, they wild!@l come backl deepewvdewgwibn

56¢ eatd male on 24 February 2022).
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Rol e of African traditional religion in r

| cannot accurately determine or account for
|l ivestock or wildlife, however some inferenc

be drawn from the opinions of veiilrl avgieerwss. awhde

experiences with the drought, they pointed o
and wildlife, and it forces wild animals to

individual semi structuredbbotewhbewshe§7thi
cause of | ack of rain. There were different

that the | ack of rituals and rain making cer
villagers mentionedc abdwtalcshamrgicreg etmomeg/s .meThh
Nj el el e. Njelele is a rainmaking shrine that
Nati onal Park, about 100 km south of Bul away
of rituals ol praetmoaniemrg dyi siotmea vill agers r
role of religion in affecting environment al

asked whether they think that | ow rainfal!/l 0
suchjaselNe, they replied that rainmaking cer
do in the past and although the places are s
are now going to church. This dormrsfolmectviilnd ag
may acknowledge that certain spiritual pract
vill agers may not believe in performing then

these rituals are niol iltoymwgtehatporagitnictedal tfher @
environment al situations is presented in the

phenomena exists to give meaning and expl ana
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Changes

Change was

seventeen

n ti me

al so another aspect that resonate

participating B e stphoen dpehnrtass,e mecnhtainogn

the cause of the drought or as an influence
situation as part of the changes that are oc
hi ghltih@aht some vill agenuatheini ése nohatsttahe c al

(including

drought i s

beliefs) and temporal cycles of t

part of the changes that have con

as t he cdaruosueg hotf wahse made by three of the res

The drough

=)

the group
when there
Bot swana;

bush that

t

itiatives

di

ot

affected both people and their

to help themselves and their | iwv
scussion withAtthei yoiliniggmea, ( dihf
s drought. People go to neighbou

hers go to the mines, and some |

have died fham hggbedadckrgkrtl . oThedpe

|l ook for.pobhbel womkehyfrom the group discussi

dr ougygds de&xtremely hard, some of wus tried to
buy t hem. l nstead, we took | eaves from the s
wor Kheir experience shows that in the event

are vulnerable and further exposed to the ri

boreho¢@saptrayci al role I n sustaining them.
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Water and energy access at the edge of a wildlife reserve

This study focused on presenting an account

me t o f ocdusoayn Itihfee doafy t he vi

significant feature for tRkeesesmmanmi tuys,e

di fferent purposes by the vi

productive ways that sustain

|l 1l agers. Theref

lofoley
'l agers. There e
their | ife and

el ectricity and modsatr oefnetrhgeym nmake aus e eafy d )\

section will reflect on the i mportance of en
animals in this village. | observadimhlee us
interacti®naef aa wihledleidige reserve. These ncl
access and energy use, the popularity of sol
on income generating activities.
Energy use and access to water

As previously mentioned, the village is in a
season |l asting opttonbyxambaths. cibpsyields,
|l ivestock water supplies. Hence, the most in

of di eosrels ofluaerl energy to access water from b

sustaining the | ife and | iWhdri éeh omrde odi

spread across various |l ocati

ons in the

h ubnmarmes

i1 a

(Pi cltBuyr,e t wo of the borehol ed4dBusRidcstold rdad 2 ner ¢

three of the boreholes are pumped

vicinity, while the diesel operated

sol ar powered water pump for

During the group discussi on

manu al

pump

Iy .

S

t hdior elhod elso |l e.

respondent s
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in 1986 and 2002. However, one man recall ed

1952, but it is no |l onger in use.

AThere was no borehobo el ehreee.e , T hweh elno rt ehheoyl ec,a
here, was very far. |l can say maybe this
they were getting water, and another plac
turned. é there were nadsaraswomheytwawvel
here to Kapanyana or from here to Zandil e
borehole which was dug here, it was dug i

el even years streu9g-bt dg Mt bieegneetdn oant e2rd oF e b

2022)
During the dry season, villagers obtain thei
from boDuerhionggst.he rainy season, |ivestock us
village sidbeofeshdehensncef Ziga use the manu
average distance from the borehole, for each
When di esel is available, villagers in Ziga

pumpbeyd t he di esel geneaerhatwan,erarnfdrt theow saelhwd yds
manually pumped -powehet egefnbeadoesgives the
because, sometimes, the supply of diesel i n
makes it difficuusefohialbotbebobvel iAgeosetvi
person who has money buys the diesel. We <can
buy diesel, because not everyone has money t

do not you do not. 6
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Picture10 (A) shows the diesel generator in Ziga that helps pump water from the borehole
into the tank and trough. (B) shows the solar powered borehole in Zandile, it has a tap and,
about 100m away, there is a trough.

During the day, and at times in the evening,
di stance from my host familyés homestead. Ea
from the | ivestock encl osur,e,annmy |haossttl yf atthhee ri

the borehole for them to drink water before
avail able, he uses the diesel pumpedll.or ehol
Using the manually pumpeddnkeedehahed tovebBobDkk
is physically taxing and time consuming, how
Whenever | went to fetch water with my host
some of our npigébourand) rebhdgr exchanging nm
join them around the pump | ever to pump toge
the pump and we would push up and pull down
l i ned atperf,ororw | et the water flow from the p

donkeys were waiting to drink.
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03:409/2019 08:02

Picture11shows a group of villagers pumping water for their cattle a
household use at the manual borehole in Ziga.

Il n contrast to the manually pumped borehol es
connected and villagers do not need | abour t
water into a trough or pool for ilcitwéasatsdock t o
13. I n Zandil e, fougitehth HH®s ,t todt tppar tnii mieg yt

mentioned that they only use the manual bor e
and the solar powered bor enhotlhee. sAucrcweearyg hdnfg ntiol
househol ds, only seven households in Nganyan
t wo households c¢cl aimed that they only use th

mentioned that they eusaendbotthhe tshoel ama nbuoarle hbool ree

residents from Nganyani mentioned that, al th
solar borehole is too far away. The sol ar bo
hence there ilsarl ebsosr euhsoel eo fi nt hNeg asnoy ani  f or ho

139



Picture 12 Shows the solar power system that pumps water into a nearby water tank, a dip
tank and tap, as well as a pool of water.

Picture 13 Shows apool that receivesvater from a borehole

The solar powered borehole in Nganyani, is i
nei ghbouring village. Once you emerge out of

panel and its tank, which are abadwto 30 Q@ omdt rc

water, that receives water pumped from the s
tank. The design of this solar borehole is |
space and, instead of ffuem tahd rlbaurgdholtéd ei mwtad
There is also a dip tank for cattle. Althoug
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in Zandile and Nganyani, the villagers ment.

accessing water.

Challenges associated with accessivager.
The results of the same elyHmte voenaeld dthmeattt ofnlad eyye t

probl ems accessing wateevre,n Whisltee dt hteh eo tdh e rf esr &

have with accessing water. The most common ¢
three villages was that of bbheholackTbet pawd
borehole is very heavy and requires a group

more dl faboul bus and exhausting towm addienidono
household watermmree ddi.f flitc ulst afne etv efnor t he o
that they do not have enough strength to man
the people use the manual borehole more than

money tol bulhids elseaves Ziga residents with o

Vill agers also complained about the overcrow
especially during the dry season. Villagers
compl ained about the shortage ofi sbarndHholcaid .t
access because the distance from their homes
carry all the water they need. I n addition,
donkeys to help them casamemnmebuThetsf ofewn
use the manual borehole that is closer to th

the nearest borehol e.

Vill agers also face the problem of wildlife
the water pools in the communal areas. Altho

boundary, they are near t he prairrkk farnadm wti Held @
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The villagers attest that even during the dr
frequently cross over the fence and into the

increases the chances of contact among | i ves

There were also complaints put forward about
taking a |l ong time to repair. Villagers ment
of t he s ur r oneofthe wogen lfrandNgagwna explained that, when the

borehole is not working, she fetches water from the small water pans that are in the forest;

she carries water back for use in the household, but she remains at the water paithteinvash
clothes. And at times, even if the borehole is working,@efers to use this source of water

because it is closer to her homestead than the borehole. Even though she sometimes sees
wildlife such as elephants there, she continues to go there to wash her clothes. She says she is

not afraid; she just runs awaydacomes back another day.

Furthermore, when the sky is cloudy, solar e

efficient pUdmei pgobi emabér access to sufficie

this area, whet her it is the | ack of suffici
the boreholes. The villagers would kike acce
the need to drill more boreholes to reduce t

homesteads and readfuclei tdhet ovlkratr olwdi elgol e s,
season. I't is possible that an increase in t

bet ween households and the boreholes however

i ncr easteo cikn nluinvbeesr s . Most villagers also havi
water for |ivestock from the supply of water
addi tional forest pools that receive water f
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Other uses of solagnergy
The use of solar energy is also popular amon
from the survey showed that the majority of
t he reiimgétty househol ds that -fpanetsiddoiop altse d nidm ctat
that they each own oomreshbdaselpahes ,owhitl wot s
(Fig8@dreThe solar panels are generally placed
against the wall, and $akenviblalckgemsi dieowught
their solar panels onto a pole outside their-r

energy for most of the househol ds.

Al t hough owning one or two solar panels is ¢
solar energy extensively. Many of them had o
l ighting, charging mobil e phonepseakand .power i
Furthermore, they wusually do not connect the
homestead of my host family for exampl e has
the solar panel. This waged htto htulh-e advaod § hmgil e
host father. The hut is divibted hientmortnwaeo gan &

woul d place | ean the solar panel against the

Because women use the |ight from the | amps a
sewing, oditfecédet i mgndmade pieces (describe
chapter), these solar devices also help to c
the sale of these goods is not at a | arge <co
of some of the villagers and the role and us

villagesé productive use of energy.
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Energy generating Household assets

Inverter &
Generator 4
3 Solar Panels| 3

3 Solar Lamps |1

2 Solar Panels 21
2 Solar Lamps 9
1 Solar Panel 55
1 Solar Lamp 25
0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Figure 18 Energy generating household assets

Conclusion

In this chapter | discussed the different social and economic characteristics that are in the
village in this presentlay context. By discussing the income and livelihood status of the
villagers, | was able to shed light on how much their proximity tolifel@ffects livelihoods

andprovides opportunities for income generation.

Firstly, migration is a key factor in helping us understand the economic background of the
villagers. Whether internal forced migration into the area during the colonial period or
migration out of the village to neighbouri®guth Africa to seek economic opportunities, the
past and present economic situation of the village is bound by migratory patterns. Settling in

this area during the colonial period involved starting anew, which included their loss of land
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and livelihoods, such as livestock. According to Ruwitah (1988), involuntary population
movements was a colonial institution that undermined the economic system of Africans. The
new system also resulted in a situation that Africans had to seek job ojipEstas

labourers in farms and mines (ibid). This also involved movement within country or to
neighbouring countries such as South Africa. The results of this study showed that in the
preserdday situation, most of the income and groceries of the vikagmmne from

remittances from family members who migrated out of the village.

There are also different livelihood opportunities that are related to wildlife and tourist
activities. Although the villagers produce handmade art or craft pieces for sale to tourists,
these items do not fetch a lot of money and they are dependent amtherrof tourists that

come to the village to buy. A few of the villagers have been employed in neighbouring lodges
and safari operators, however this is only a small number of villagers. The economic situation
of households does not rely on income gemegatources related to wildlife resources

because other things, such as remittances, play a significant role in contributing to the income
of many households. This suggests that their income or ability to earn money is dependent on
remittances rather thanformal or formal work. Although the villagers are located near the
national park, individual direct benefits are not common, but communal benefits such as the
building of schools, food aid, and the installation of boreholes are some of the things that

come from wildlife related activities.

Secondly, the research highlights the dilemma that villagers, their livestock, and wildlife find
themselves in, regarding relationships of power and ownership. As an asset, livestock has
considerable sentimental value as well as monetary value and, as ofvtieir livestock,
villagers have the power to dispose of their livestock as they wish. Usually, villagers sell

livestock or exchange livestock for other goods or services in times of hardship. The
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villagers, however, have a different relationship with wildlife when compared to livestock.

Villagers have more power over what happens to their livestock than wildlife, and this affects

the way they value livestock over wild animals. For example, livkstao be passed down

as family inheritance however, as individuals, they do not own wildlife to pass it down to

their offspring. On the other hand, paradoxi
power over wildlife and measures to control witell regardless of their position as members

of a CAMPFIRE community. This situation high

from a resource often do not equate with own

Thirdly, I highlighted both the problem of food insecurity and drought that villagers face due

to lack of adequate rains, and their experiences as humans at the edge of the national park. |
showed how since the colonial period, water is still only acdessitvillagers and their

livestock, through artificial sources such as boreholes. Although boreholes use various energy
sources, such as solar energy, a diesel generator, or manual labour, the villagers face different
challenges when it comes to pumpingter for use in their daily life. The link between

access to water and availability of food is also presefteeldrought has affected both

humans and wildlife and causes them to act within their capabilities to cope with this
problem.How villagers cope with reduced access to water is important both in the present

day context and future. The situation with the drought, for example, has showmlibizdla

problem such as climate change may have consequences on rural agriculture and livelihoods

(Dube et al 2016).

Therefore, when faced with global problems such as climate change, value or attention
should be placed equally on both human andmanan beings as proposed by multispecies
proponents, and solutions should be found that affect both without compromising or

favouring the life of the other. A multispecies approach looks at such a situation from the
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perspectives and experiences of all the different species in society. Cases such as drought,
where both humans and nrboman beings share adversity and challenges are an important

example that show why all beings in a multispecies society need to beirecbgn

Lastly, the invisibility of the villages is something that potentially affects how they receive
services and how they can access markets to improve their economic situation. In researching
this village, | observed that people that live in this part of IegklooDistrict are invisible.

By invisible, | do not mean that they are unknown, but their challenges and problems may be
easily overlooked due to difficulty in accessing the area. Their physical inaccessibility makes
it challenging to visit, respond tor provide services. Villagers informed me that when they
have queries or complaints about such things as wildlife destroying crops or attacks on
livestock, they report to CAMPFIRE offices located in Tsholotsho Centre, which is about
80km away, and they kia to wait for them to respond. | found that the distance of the

location of the village from offices, makes it difficult to manage and protect these villages
from the threat of wildlife. One veterinary officer, as well as an NGO official, mentioned that
they only visit this part of the district when there is a car at their disposal. Therefore, the
accessibility of these villages to service workers or public service providers, such as
veterinary service officers, NGO personnel and CAMPFIRE, is difficullayfrs also lack
adequate access to transportation, and this affects their access to markets and other places,
such as Tsholotsho Centre and larger cities, to buy and sell goods. In addition, because they
are seldom mentioned in academic literature, tlegpme invisible in this area too. | had
challenges in finding literature about this area, specifically on the topic of hwitttife

interactions. This makes them invisible within an academic setting.
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5. Contact Zones where humans and their livestock encounter

wildlife.

This chapter presents the places where humans, their livestock, and wildlife encounter each
other in different contact zones at the boundary of Hwange National Park and Tsholotsho
Rural District. The phrase contact zomas coined by Pratt (1992) to criticise imperial travel
writing that often erased the presence of indigenous people by concentrating mainly on
describing flora and fauna. According to Pra
invoke the spatial an@mporal copresence of subjects previously separated by geographic

and historical di sjunctureds) nanthiwhaehapt ea,]
describing the physical areas as well as the temporal spaces in which humans, their,livestock

and wildlife are likely to encounter each other. | also describe how this ongoing-human

wildlife relationship involves conflict that leads to the destruction of livelihoods.

In the following sections, the places that | describe as contact zones are based on my
observations, survey results, and interviews that | conducted. During interviews or informal
conversations with the villagers, they often mentioned certain placesasranere they
encountered wildlife or where their livestock encountered wildlife. Information gleaned from
these conversations influenced the creation of the list of places of encounter; this list of
choices was also given to respondents when the survegamaucted. As drought was a big
problem for both the villagers and wildlife, | expected to hear mention of encounters taking
place at water points or in the forest, but they did not mention meeting wildlife at these
places. | needed to gain clarity omstiparticularly as some of the villagers attested to
collecting non timber forest products or wood furehnd around these ae&urvey

responses were therefore, used to help me verify the information that | had obtained through

initial observations anthterviews.
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My decision to include certain animals and not others, in the questionnaire, is based on both
the initial freelisting exercise that | did at the start of my fieldwork, and initial informal
conversations with the villagers. When asked, duringlfstie@g exercises, to list some of the
challenges that they experience due to living near wildlife, villagers often mentioned animals
such as hyenas, lions, and elephants. Therefore, the list of animals (elephant, buffalo, lion,
hyena, fox, | edbpbaang) given teraspandemtstschobse #am during the
survey was based on some of the initial observations and conversations | had when | first
arrived at the village. Although villagers did not mention animals such as baboons and
vultures during eveday conversations and the fresting exercise, | added them as options
within the questionnaire to verify the findings from the interviews andlisgreg exercise.
Lastl vy, | observed that i f the aniaeimbds,di d no

they were less likely to mention or talk about it.

Encounters are a form of contact that occurs among human afidin@n beings.

According to Wilson (2019:717), the fAnotions
nonrhuman animals are somehow rendered out of
administration of the questionnaire, my research assistants and | explained that the term
6encounterd6 referred to the sighting of wild
animal in the village. These signs of presence include spoors,aamstruction of crops/
vegetation, attacks on |livestock or humans.
to refer to signs of the presence of an animal because, during my time at the village, | did not
witness any wildlife with my own eyes. Bimay have been due to different factors such as,

visiting the village during the dry season when lion attacks and elephant attacks are less

frequent. Furthermore, wildlife like elephants usually visited the village in the evenings and

signs of their presee could then only be determined during the day by their spoors, dung, or

the damage they made to vegetation.
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In the following paragraphs | will discuss how humans and their livestock encounter different
wild animals at different places, and at different times of the day, and of the year. The
responses also reflect how frequently wild animals are likely to anassdmmunal areas.

As discussed in chapter six, the permeability of the fence opens possibilities for wildlife to

cross into communal areas and for livestock to cross into the park. This suggests that there is
always the possibility of encountering wildimals in the communal areas outside of the

national park. | acknowledge, however, that much of the information about wildlife crossing

into communal areas is based on the perspectives and experience of the villagers and does not
represent the full expenees of livestock and wildlife. Furthermore, when | asked some of

the villagers whether they themselves cross into the park, they would often say that they do

not because it is not allowed, and they could get arrested if they do so.

Zones or places where villagers are likely to 'encounter' wildlife

120
100 96
82
77 79
80
60
40
22
20 18 15
1 2
0
At water Communal Communal Farm fieldsGrazing aretn the forest Livestock Near the None stated
pool in the borehole gardens for livestock (collecting kraal  homestead
forest forest
products)
98 respondents were asked to select the top 4 places they are likely to encounter
wildlife

Figure 19 Where villagers are likely to encounter wildtfte

50Question asked: Please list the top 4 places you are likely to encounter wildlife?
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According to the survey results, villagers reported that they encountered wildlife in different
places close to the villagEigure 19illustrates the survey results from all ninetight

participants when asked about the top four places they are likely to encounter wildlife. This
guestion was asked in general and did not refer to any specific animal. Based on the
responses, the most ntiemed areas are Farm fields (96 responses), Near the Homestead (82
responses), Near the Livestock Enclosure (79 respprsesGrazing area for livestock (77
responses). There are also areas that received less mention, such as water pool in the forest,
communal borehole, and in the forest (while collecting forest products). The data in the graph
provides a starting point dhe matter of places of encounter because the question was asked
S0 as to provide an overview of the places where humans, their livestock, and wildlife are
likely to meet. The four areas frequently mentioned by respondents are, either the dwelling
areaspr sources of sustenance for humans and/or their livestock. The respondents, however,
make fewer references to sightings of wildlife at the different water points around the village,
even though there is often a lack of sufficient water supply duringyheedson and there is

the problem of the prolonged drought. | conducted the survey during the dry season, and it is
possible that there would be less mention of meeting wildlife in those places since most of the

pools are usually dry during that time.

Farm fields

The farm fields are located not too far away from the homesteads. They are large tracts of
land enclosed within fences that are made up of severed thorn bushes and tree branches. The

distance between the farm fields and the national park fence is worihignmake of to assess

the extent of the accessibility of the | and
farmland t hat i s estimated to be 2 km or | es
have land that is 2-8 km from the fence;and 11 HHs h a v e |-6akm &omtthie a t i s 5
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fence (Only 2 HHO6s from Nganyana did not

homesteads, the farming fields are very close to the national park fence.

Table7 Distance of farm fields from the park

ans

2 km 254 5-6 km Not Total
Di st a

or less km stated
No. o 54 31 11 2 98
HH

Picture 14 The fence of a Farm field made from tree branches and thorn shrubs to protect the
field from livestock and wild animals.

The destruction of crops by elephants is the biggest and most frequent problem that villagers

face in the farm fields, and it is a problem that villagers complain about the most. Ninety of
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the ninetyeight respondents claim they encounter elephants at farm teddpecially during

the rainy season. The villagers reported that it is mainly during the planting and harvesting

time that they have frequent encounters with wildlife, such as elephants. According to one

respondent:

'Elephants come during the time of ploughing and tilling the fields; if they find

nothing in the fields they go back. But they will return and, if they find something,

they go and call others and come back again in groups. For example, two may come

todayamd t hen, a

27, 2019).

few days

Places of encountering Elephants

9=0Other 0

8=Near the Homestead 20
7=Communal Borehole 0
6=Communal Gardens] 1

5=Collecting Forest Products 5
4=Farm Fields
3=Water Pool - Forestill 3
2=Grazing Area - Livestock 7

1=Livestock Kraal 0
0= Not Stated 0

0 10 20 30 40

Figure 20 Places of encountering elephants
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n=98

| @ntermiewee #honrAagust h a n
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5198 Respondents were askeWhere are you likely to encounter this animal? Livestock Enclosure; Grazing
Area; At Water Pool in the forest; Farm fields; In the Forest collecting forest products; Communal Gardens;

Communal Borehole; Near the Homestead; Other.
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In addition, these elephants mostly cross into the communal areas at night, regardless of the
season. According to 69% of the respondents, they encounter elephantéSiaihe

villagers attest that even during the dry season, the elephants also cross over into communal
areas in search of water and certain trees or plants to brivieseee elephants throughout

the year. There is nothing in the fields now, but they eat the grass that is meant for cattle
daily’ (Interviewee #5 on August 27, 2019). By virtue of their height and physical
characteristics, elephants can easily jump over the fence. Furthermore, they can travel long
distances in a short space of time. During my stay in the village, | never saw aneleph

during the dayHowever, we would often hear them at night passing through the homestead
or when we walked through the leige during the day; we often encountered signs of their
presence in the form of their large spoors, the wreckage of vegetation, and the elephant dung
that they left behind during the nigfthis situation to some extent alludes to the temporal

nature of the contact that occurs between elephants and humans.

When respondents were asked if their crops have been destroyed by wildlife in the past,
seventyseven out of ninetgight of them confirmed that their crops have been destroyed by
wildlife, while only twentyone respondents revealed that their crops haverrbeen

destroyed by wildlife. Whenever their crops are at risk of damage from wildlife, villagers
have taken different actions in response to, or to prevent destruction of their crops by
wildlife. The most common action taken by villagers is to repmtincidents. Twenty One
respondents reported to CAMPFIREvo of these respondents expressed that, even though
they reported the incident, they did not receive any help. Thirteen villagers said that they had
reported incidents to the council authoritiesur respondents had also reported to Problem

Animal Control (PAC), and four other respondents reported the incident to Zimbabwe Parks

52The question askedVhat is the number of times you encounter the animal? Daily, Two or more days a
week; Once a week; Never
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and Wildlife Authority (ZimParks). However, only one respondent mentioned that an
elephant was shot after reporting the incident to ZimParks. Overall, the villagers claim that,
even if they report the matter to the authorities, they do not receive angrdigdhelpor

compensatiomegarding the destroyed crops.

T T R T

Picture 15 A tree blocking the road next to a farm field after elephants damaged it, at night,
in the dry season.

However, some villagers acknowledge that these officials may have challenges responding to

the complaints because of lack of resources, such as transportation or guns.

il cannot say that there is any i mproveme
tell you that O6our vehicle has no fuel, o
our guns are all out of order. 6 These cha
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introduced because, long back, we used to report these animal attacks to the national
park, and they could come earlier and res
active; if you would report today, maybe the next day they would be around. But with
CAMPFIRE officials, if you report today, it could take you a week or more without

any response. fAOur recent report was | ast
our fields and devoured our crops and they normally come at night or early hours of
themorningand we deterred them by glhtawewng dr ut

with 23-yearold female on 23 February 2022).

When | visited the village in February 2022, an elephant destroyed the fields of one of the
villagers at night. CAMPFIRBfficials came the following morning. They were able to track
down the animal and shoot it, however, they only managed to wound it. They were tracking it

down to kill it because it can be very dangerous to have a wounded elephant moving around.

Many villagers spoke about the need to guard their land from destruction caused by
elephants. They would guaide ver y ni ght wuntil you harvest a
fields. | f you do nMate9Qyearstold)aCne of theumog eommom ot hi n
solutions entails making noise to scare away the elephants. This has proven to be effective

and is a practise often conducted during all night vigils. When | asked my host father about

his experience, he explad that when it is planting seasomen go to fields at night to

protect the crops from elephants, this is usually done individually or in groups of two. The

number of people available to guard the fields is also dependent on the number of men

available at a household. If there is only oremmat that HH it is likely that they will guard

their field alone. My host father usually does so alone.

AWhat we usually do to guard against the

occasionally walking through the fields. We also make bonfires. Most of the time, you
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will guard the field by yourself without anyone else to accompany you. This is a
difficult method, | cannot say that it is an easy method as a way of life, as a way of
doing things, because you go there at 8pm in the evening and only come back home in
themorning at 3 am to sleep. So, yes, this way of doing things is difficult. It is rare for
you to guard the fields as a pair or as a group. A lot of the times you guard the fields
by yourself. If you are lucky, there can be two of you, but we have neverohad

than two people guard the field together.

Theymake use of different instruments to chase aglaghants intent on destroying their

crops, for examplewhips can be used to mimic the sound of a gun, and metal drums can be
beatenTheyii j ust gat her firewood, make a | arge f i
whip or a big drum and put it near the fire. When you notice that there are elephants moving
around you get a stick and beat the metal drum harder and if it hears the gowuind,

a w a Ynemf the men told me that when an elephant hears the crackling of a whip it will

think that there is a gun, and it goes away. The purpose of the whipteswhip the animal

but to imitate the sound of a gun and scare it away.

According to one lady, in the past some villagers were allowed to own guns for the purpose

of protecting themselves from wildlife attacks, but today none of them is allowed to use a gun

for the purpose of scaring away wildlife or defending themselvesifrdrhe family of a 74

yearold woman moved to this place from Nyamandlovu in the 1940s. She remembers that in
the beginning hdnassthedj maheydcduhaotl dave their
and the wild animals stayed in the park, theyrahticross into the village. But this is not the

case nowadays, and she thinks that it is not a good situation. According to her, she started
noticing the frequent visits from wildlife just before the war in the late 1970s {28)/%5he

also mentions thatluring that time, there were people selected to use guns on wildlife. When
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they captured the wild animal and killed it, they would bring it to the villagers and show them
the animal that was giving them problems, and then they would call people from Tsholotsho

to come and collect it.

AAt that time there were people assigned
breach, he was called Zebhuku. Zebhuku was given a gun by the government and
permission to Kill the animal on the spot. If there were reports that there is a breach

of a hyena, they would spend the entire day hunting it down to kill it. Then, soon after
independence, this stopped and they were not given the gun anymore, not even the
ammunition. Now the wild animals are like goats, they just roam around in the

village,fre el y . 0

Although she does not remember the exact year that these representatives from the village
stopped receiving guns, the example highlights how the use of a gun in the past or the
imitation of the sound of a gun in the presday situation are tactics usexldcare away

wildlife, such as elephants, from farm fields.

Livestock Enclosure and Homestead

My host father wakes up early every morning and goes to his livestock enclosure a few
meters away from his homestead. In rural communities in Zimbabwe, the livestock enclosure
is oftenconstructed using wooden poles that serve to protect the livestock from external
attacks and theft in the evenings. My host family has many livestock compared to other
villagers and, although the cattle, goats, and donkeys are kept close to each ditwreeac

has its own compartment. When he enters the enclosure, he spar@tme inspecting his
livestock and praying for them. Inspecting livestock early in the morning before releasing
them from the enclosure is an activity that many of the villagers attest to practicing. This

involves listening carefully to check if any of the livestock is breathing abnormally and
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looking for signs of illness by observing body parts, such as the ears and nose. It is also the
time to check whether any of the livestock has been attacked by wild animals during the
night. This early morning practice of care brings to the fore the af@¢aontact among

humans and their livestock occurs not only in physical spaces, but also temporal spaces. This
case highlights an intimate practice in the relationship between humans and their
domesticated animals, further asserting the value of ligke$to the villagers over and

against their relationship with wildliféuch time and care is spent looking after livestock,
making sure it receives adequate water, and that it is protected from diseases and attacks from
wild animals. During the group discussion, when | asked about the time and care spent on
looking afterthai | i vest ock, Ittakeethewwbateaay (tscare fdr:livediock);

as you can see the men have left in the morning (to go to the dip) and they will return in the
evening wit the cattle, so sometimes it takes almost the whole day to look after the

|l i vestock. 0

When the day is over and the sun starts to set, my host father begins to swiftly round up the
livestock back into the enclosure; he does this with the help of his dogs before it gets dark.
Most of the villagers own two or more dogs. My host family, fomeple, owns 5 dogs.

When villagers talk about their experiences guarding their fields or going to look for lost
livestock, most of them talk about how they take their dogs along with them. It is clear
therefore, that dogs also play a vital role in helpiitiggers provide security for their

livestock and their homesteads in the event of an attack by wildlife. These examples of the
relationship among domestic animals, such as dogs and livestock, show the otfn@maon
encounters that occur in the sharedcgs among humans and animals. Domestic animals
interact together in spaces that humans have created, such as the homestead and livestock

enclosure, to help protect from wild animals.
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Places of encountering a Hyena

9=0Other 0
8=Near the Homestead 43
7=Communal Borehole 2
6=Communal Gardens 0

5=Collecting Forest Products 2

4=Farm Fields 4
3=Water Pool - Forest 7
2=Grazing Area - Livestock 8
1=Livestock Kraal 43
0= Not Stated 6
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

n=98

Figure 21 Places of encountering Hyetta

My host father also takes care to count all his livestock as they return from the grazing fields

or from drinking water, making sure they are all accounted for as they enter the livestock
enclosure. Enclosing their livestock is meant to keep them safetiremes and from attacks

from wildlife, such as hyenas and jackals. Hyenas and jackals have a bad reputation attacking
livestock in the village. As shown in Figu2é and22, forty-three respondents and thifiye
respondents outof ninegyi ght <c¢cl aim that they are |ikely
respectively, at the livestock enclosure. These animals are accustomed to visiting the

livestock enclosure to prey owéstock, especially during the night or early mornings, as

5398 Respondents were askedVhere are you likely to encounter this animal? Livestock Enclosure; Grazing
Area; At Water Pool in the forest; Farm Fields; In the Forest collecting forest products; Communal Gardens;
Communal Borehole; Near the Homestead; Other
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explained by one villagetHyenas come at sunset and start hunting. So, livestock should not
be in the bush in the evening.' (Interviewee # 1 on August 27, A09kxplains why my
host father and other villagers take swift action in putting the livestock back into the

enclosure at sunset.

These animals also come close to the homestead. This is not surprising because the
homesteads and livestock enclosures are usually located close to each other. This explains
why forty-three and twentpne respondents reported that they are likely to eeparhyena

or jackal near the homestead. According to five respondents, in addition to hyenas and
jackals, wild dogs also attack livestock at the enclose. Four other respondents report this same

activity from wild dogs, as happening at the Homestead.

Places of encountering jackals/foxes

9=0Other 0

8=Near the Homestead 21
7=Communal Borehole 0
6=Communal Gardens 0
5=Collecting Forest Products 0
4=Farm Fields 0
3=Water Pool - Forest 0
2=Grazing Area - Livestock 0

1=Livestock Kraal 35

0= Not Stated 42
n=98

Figure 22 Places of encountering jackals/ foXes

5498 Respondents were asked; Where are you likely to encounter this animal? Livestock Enclosure; Grazing
Area; At Water Pool in the forest; Farm Fields; In the Forest collecting forest products; Communal Gardens;
Communal Borehole; Near the Homestead; Other.
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Grazing area for livestock

The next zone of encounter is that of the graaiegs; respondents indicated that their

livestock is likely to encounter lions and buffalo in the grazing areas (Fi§ued?2l). Both

l ions and hyenasodé prey on |ivestock, but mos

the grazing areas. This is largely due to the close proximity of homesteads to boundaries of
wildlife areas, and the significant reduction of the sizgraing land. Because pastureland

for grazing is so reduced, livestock is constantly under threat of wildlife; there i@ stro

sense that they are sharing the same space. This contrasts with the areas that hyenas mostly
frequent, near the homestedtiere are also strong opinions among villagers about the lack

of adequate grazing space for livestd®ke day, when driving to Nganyana, | sat at the back

of an open truck with one villager who was going to Nganyana. When we reached a series of
wooden poles demarking the boundary between homestead and wildlife, the man exclaimed
ACan you see how cl os e Theneas nd space €here is notspacet h e
for our cattle to grazeé | f the government
is now, we would not have many problems for grazing space and poaching will also be

r e d u Al the way we could spot cattle scattered around grazing inside a nearby field

or in the bushes near the fence.

Grazing during the dry season, further highlights the issues raised by reduced pastureland.
The villagers let their cattle graze differently depending on the season. During the dry season
when there is rarely green grass, villagers often release theficattléhe enclosure and let

them wander around on their own. However, during the rainy season, they herd the cattle and
lead them to available pastures away from the farm fields. One villager expressed his opinion

about how terrifying it must be for livestk to go out to graze, by exclaimingtdat f o wur

h

|l ivestock could talk, they woul d tageake us O6To
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The vill ager liewestgekdanonfeeldreetbbcause thieyknow that wild animals

can attack them at any time. Even sudden movements by other animals such as hares or buck,
whil e grazing, can scare our Thasestdtemmenisnt o t hi
show how much he empathizes with his livestock and considers that his cattle may be

frightened of wildlife attacking them while grazing. On the other hand, the villager may also

be projecting his own fears about wildlife, because heatdarow the true thoughts and

feelings of the cattle.

Places of encountering a Lion

9=0Other 0

8=Near the Homestead 28

7=Communal Borehole 0

6=Communal Gardensl 1

5=Collecting Forest Products 17
4=Farm Fields 9
3=Water Pool - Forest 7
2=Grazing Area - Livestock 50
1=Livestock Kraal 4

0= Not Stated 3

n=98

Figure 23 Places of encountering a ligh

5598 Respondents were askeWhere are you likely to encounter this animal? Livestock Enclosure; Grazing
Area; At Water Pool in the forest; Farm Fields; In the Forest collecting forest products; Communal Gardens;
Communal Borehole; Near the Homestead; Other.
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Unfortunately, lionsalsoattack livestock near the homestead, as shown in Figuie We

have problems with |Iions when theyom®mome near
responde nwherstlzey atgear fthe Homéstead] the boys are afraid of going into

t h e botherchcattle. Twentgight of the respondents have encountered lions near their
homestead. During fieldwork in 2020, one respondent mentioned that they had seen a lion

near their homestead the previous week. At times, the lions attack livestock veloksedrin

the livestock enclosure, as narrated by another respondent:

In 2010, lions jumped inside the kraal. They killed one of the donkeys at night. | heard

the donkey crying at night and | woke up to check on the donkey. Standing at a

distance, | made noise and the lions jumped out of the kraal and they slept behind the

kraal. When | woke up in the morning the lions were gone. | managed to carry the

donkey and | threw it in the bush. Those who were supposed to come and help me

chase away the lions did not come to see the lion and they did not take any action.
Theyonlycam t o see where the dofnkmgw#ans t hr ow

September 3, 2019)

| asked the villager to further explain which people she was expecting to come and help her
chase away the lion. She responded by sayihgh e r esear ch pleanghHere f or
case a villager reported the lion attack to the people who are doing research on lions in the
area. The research project tracks the movements of lions with collar tags. When the lions are
near the village, the people who are part of the reséaach can alert people about the

presence of lions in the argane respondent reembers that one afternoon in 2017, lions

attacked their livestock in the bush. One cow was eaten and the other one was wounded. The
respondent recalls that the lion that attacked their cattle had a collar and they went to tell the

researchers about the ident.

164



The guestion of whether wildlife has ever attacked one's livestock was posed to the ninety
eight respondents of the surv&ySixty-seven of the respondents said yes, their livestock had
been attacked by wildlife in the past, and thiotye respondents answered none of their
livestockwereattacked by wildlife. The responses show that at some point, wildlife has
attackedhelivestockbelonging to a majority of village@nd, as shown by the vivid

memories of some of these villagers, having their livestock attacked even once is already
once too many. Apart from lions frequenting the grazing areas of livestock, villagers also
mentioned other wild animals. Nine respondengsitioned the presence of cheetahs, and

thirteen respondents mentioned that vultures alsogreiyestock in the grazing area.

The stories recounted by respondents about their experiences with lions attacking livestock
are often very vivid. So too, are the accounts of the actions that they took. They often
describe feelings of aggression as they react to these events, expressthgyhquickly
responded to the attacks by making noise to scare away the lionsal3bsyend

considerable time searching for their missing cattle in the bush until they find either the

livestock or its remains.

AOne afternoon two years ago | ions attack
they did not kill them. | chased them away, calling others to come and assist me. Six

lions attacked two cows. The lions were also attacking me, and | screamed and called
others to come and help me. It made me angry because | was not expecting that such

a thing would happeno (Il nterviewee #15 on

Another example is that of my host father who went in search of his cattle when he realised
that they went missing; he later found that they had been attacked while grazing in the bush.

Although the incident occurred almost ten years ago, he remembenédlit and recounted

%6 The question askedjave your livestock ever been attacked by wildlife?
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the story to me with much vigour. This highlights that although it occurred a long time ago,
they have vivid memories about incidences, and these shape their fear of being attacked and
of losing their livestock. The vividness of the incident in the merobrmy host father

illustrates how profoundly serious occurrences leave such strong impressions.

In 2012/2013, lions attacked my cattle in the afternoon. Three of them were killed.
One female and two males. | was at home, the boys who were herding cattle in the
bush returned without three of thelcattl e
woke up early the next morning to go to the field and | came back around 9am, but
the cattle were still not home. I told the two young men that we should go to the bush
to look for the cattle. | went in front of the boys and the rest of the cattle. @myny

saw the paw prints of lions and | followed them until | found one cow already eaten,
only the head was left. | continued to follow the paw prints and | found the other two,
they were both dead, one with the ear already eaten. It was late, arounadwdgnve

were far from home. | went back home to ask for help from my neighbours, but | got
home late, and | could not find many people. When we went back it was already late
night and we could not find the place even with torches. At 10pm we decided to go
back home with the donkey cart since we could not see. We arrived after 11pm and
slept. It was a Friday night, and we woke up early on Saturday morning to go back.
We found the other cow already eaten. We counted the paw prints and determined
that there mst have been 14 lions. We carried back the partially eaten cow (only the
chest was left) because it was very painful for me to leave it in the bush'(Interviewee

#11 on September 5, 2019)
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Actions taken against attacks on livestock by predators.

In terms of reaction to or retaliation against wildlife attacking livestock, tweigtyt of the
villagers claim that they did not take any action when predators attacked their livestock. The
commonly cited reason for not taking any form of action wadéhef or knowledge that

At here i s no | on beeggivanrtoyvillagersmpen theirditestoocknso
attacked and, secondly, some of tldtaise who di
aut horiti es [ a&enee]the vllagers ghemotvatioretq even report the
matters. On the other hand, thirtine of the villagers took different forms of action when
wildlife attacked their livestock. Ten out of ninetjght respondents are likely to report to the
people who are currently coacting research about lions in the area. While nine are likely to
report to the nearby safari operators. Six respondents mentioned that they would report to
CAMPFIRE authorities, and seven respondents mentioned that they would group together to

chase awayvildlife.

The respondents who reported incidences to CAMPFIRE officials mentioned that the
officials would use their guns to shoot the problem animals. According to one respondent,

lions attacked their cattle, and they called CAMPFIRE officials to assist them:

6ln 2009/ 10, Lions attacked five cattle o
looking for the livestock that were missing and we found that the lions were still there.

We met CAMPFIRE people and told them about the incident but people from
CAMPFIREdid not have guns, so they had to go back and fetch their guns. The

CAMPFIRE people went to the scene but only made noise with their guns but did not

shoot the liong(Interviewee #1 on August 27, 2019)
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A 74-yearold woman lost a bull and a cow in March last y@&21) The day she realised

that her cattle were missing she searched for them, but she did not find them. Then she went
to the headman and told him about her situation. The headman went to look for the cattle in
the forest. He found only the hoofs of the cawd éhe head of the bull left. She now has eight
cattle left. The woman said that she reported the incident to the local authorities responsible
for wildlife but did not receive a respon&he saidthait hey come here, and
process but when they leave, they never come back with any answer. They come with their
books and pens, and they write down things such as the history of the cow, if its male or
femal e, how ol d wShesaidgthe dedtribes eveiytiging aldout theacatte O
even the colour. But, after providing all that information, she does not receive any feedback
that can help her to improve the security of her livestock. Therefore, she says she is
concernedla o uwthat liiappens over there in the offices in Tsholotsho after they have taken
down all that information onto papebo they tear the paper, leave them like that, or just
neglectthem® Al t hough some of the villagerds act
their expectations are rarely fulfilled. When they report such matters, they expect to receive
some form of compensation or replacement for their loss, or information on hoattaas

can be prevented.

Lastly, another response against |ion attack
the predators, the same way they respond to elephants destroying their crops. The villagers

also demonstrate own initiative and responsibility by securing amthrggmaintaining the

livestock enclosures. This is what many feel is within their power to do because they cannot
control when or where wildlife predators will come into their community to attack their

livestock.
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AActual ly, |l cannot say i f there is a way
when parks (ZimParks) was run by the whites, they would say that if a lion comes

over to this side, we allow you to kill it and when you have killed it you take the skin

to the Tsholotsho Rural District administrator. But these days if you can kill a lion

and take the skin to the TRDA that is the way of being arrested. So, the only thing

which | see being good for you to do is just to go behind your cattle in the evening,

di ve them into the kraal, close the kraal

(Interview with 69yearold man on 24 February 2022).

Wildlife related diseases

Buffaloes are not as frequently encountered as the animals discussed previously. When they
do appear, livestock often encounter buffalo at the grazing area. Although buffalo are not
encountered as regularly as | iaypthasiftheyespoeap hant s
buffalo in their area, they will report it to the authorities because they know that this animal
can spread disease to their livestobke African Buffalo is specifically known to be a carrier

of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) andlagers are aware of this threat. The sentiments
expressed about the buffalo opens the discussion on the potential of wildlife to spread
diseases and ushers in this section, which explores wildlife related diseases in relation to
livestock in the village. Beases such as rabies, heartwater, and lumpy skin are also a
concern for villagers. Wildlife and livestock can pass other sickness or disease to each other
(including ticks/ insects). The perceptions of the villagers, in relation to their experiences

with the spread of wildlife related diseases and livestock, are discussed in this section.
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Places of encountering Buffalo

9=0Other 1
8=Near the Homesteadm 2
7=Communal Borehole 0
6=Communal Gardens 0
5=Collecting Forest Products 3
4=Farm Fields 3
3=Water Pool - Forestil 2
2=Grazing Area - Livestock 43
1=Livestock Kraalm 1

0= Not Stated 48
n=98

Figure24 Places of encountering buff&ld

Villager perceptions of diseases

| asked villagers questions about their perceptions and experiences with wkited

diseases that may affect their livestock by virtubvirig near wildlife. To begin with, | was

keen to know their level of awareness or knowledge of livestock diseases because of their
unique location at the edge of a national park. The initial findings of the free listing exercise
showed a uniform knowle@gabout livestock diseases; respondents were asked to make a list
of all the livestock diseases that they know. Foot and Mouth Disease ranked as the most
frequently mentioned disease, with 15 out of 17 respondents listing Foot and Mouth Disease.
The respodents also mentioned Anthrax 11 times, Blackleg 10 times, Lumpy Skin 8 times,

Heartwater 7 times, Regater and Rabies 1 time.

5798 Respondents were askeéd/here are you likely to encounter this animal? Livestock Enclosure; Grazing
Area; At Water Pool in the forest; Farm Fields; In the Forest collecting forest products; Communal Gardens;
Communal Borehole; Near the Homestead; Other
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| was also interested to know how many of
had suffered from any of these diseases. Information from the household survey, which |
conducted a year after the free listing exercise, showed that out ofthel@98s , 1 4
Households indicated that Foot and Mouth Disease had once infected their livestock some
years ago, 10 of the households indicated that Blackleg once infected their livestock.
Blackleg is a major problem for this community and the villagers letieat it is very

dangerous because it comes from eating certain type of grass that is found in some parts of
the village. The livestock from four households has at one point been infected by Heartwater
and only one household indicated that their livest@ak once infected by Anthrax. The

survey also showed that five other diseases have affected some of their livestock in the past,
however, the respondents and | (including my research assistants) could not establish the

names of the diseases that they dbsed.

Foot and Mouth Disease is perceived as the most dangerous diseaisgarison to other
diseasedy villagers.However, ly conducting informal interviews, free listing, and pile
sorting exercises with the villageras well as informal interviews with officials from the
Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Authority and the Veterinary Services Departrhent
understood that Foot adouth Disease is not perceived as a serious challenge for
communities in this area in comparison to the problem of predators, slichsasttacking
livestock, or elephants destroying crops. During the free listing exercises that | conducted
with some of the villagers, they did not list buffaloes as a problem, but villagers listed
wildlife, such as elephants, hyenas, lions, jackald,faxes to be among the problems they
faced, because these animals frequently attack livestock and destroy crops. However, one
villager explained that when they see any buffalo near their homes, they make efforts to chase
them away and to quickly reporttioe veterinary services, because they know that buffaloes

carry many diseases that can spread to their livestock. Officials from the Veterinary Services
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Department, as well as tirarks andVildlife, also had similar opinions that villagers do not
perceive Foot and Mouth Disease as a major problem when compared to the problem of

wildlife attacking livestock and destroying crops.

How diseases spread

During the survey, fiftytwo of the respondents answered Yes and feityanswered No

when asked if they thought that wildlife spread diseases to their livestock. Furthermore, forty
eight of those that answered yes, cited that buffalos are likely tadsgisssmses to livestock.

Four and three other respondents mentioned other wild animals, such as elephants and
wildebeest, respectively. Wild dogs, hyenas, and jackals were each cited by two respondents,

and kudu's and giraffe were cited by one respondueatt.e

A few of the villagers believe that predator
responsible for spreading diseases. Two respondents revealed that the bites from hyenas can
cause the spread of diseases suchdfeedupanabi e s .
livestock, at times domestic dogs find and eat the leftovers resulting in domestic dogs

catching rabies.

Some of the villagers also identified places of encounter that | explained earlier as areas that
facilitate the spreading of diseases. Thirige and twelve of the villagers say that the

sharing of grazing land and sharing of water sources, respectiaalges the spread of

diseases among wildlife and livestock. Sixteen respondents went further to say that ticks and
flies also contribute to the spread of diseases among animals. Ticks and flies can attach
themselves to the animals as well as to the grageigrazing area. According to three

villagers, diseases can also be spread from one animal to another through spoor tracks. They
are of the opinion that if an uninfected animal walks on the same tracks of another infected,

the disease or virus is liketg spread from one animal to the other.
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Coping with the threat of diseases

In response to thepinions and experiences with the spread of wildlife diseases, | focused on
investigating how villagers cope with the threat of diseases that affect their livestock. During
an interview, one respondent made the following remark when asked about howedhefthr

wildlife affects the wellbeing of livestock:

6é they affect our animals by twamnsportin
Footand Mouth Disease to our livestock because they share the same pools with

wildlife during the rainy season. In this season (dry season), our livestock drink from

the borehole. Although these pools are outside the boundary of the park, they are near

the gane park. During the regime, before independence, the fence was well and there

were [patrol]guards and now that the fence is destroyed there are no guards. During
theregipe all was well é During the coloni al r
longer culling, but we need this programme because they [wildlife] have become too

many for this placed (Respondent #16, int

When asked about whether any virus or disease has ever infected his livestock, he responded
by saying no, because he buys medicine to protect them from infettlon;a |l ways tr eat
livestock. Every year | buy medicine because | know that | live in an area where my livestock

are prone to these diseases. ® (Respondent #1

His remarks shed light on some of the past and present actions that help him cope with the
threat of wildlife related diseases upon his livestock. Firstly, the remark highlights water

pools as zones of encounter among livestock and wildlife. The interad¢tmildlife and

livestock may occur during certain seasons of the year, such as the rainy season when most of
the pans have water. Only eighteen respondents of the survey acknowledge water pans in the

forest as places where they and their livestockileedylto encounter wildlife. It is likely that
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many respondents of the survey did not select the water pools because encounters at pools
mainly occur during the rainy season when cattle are led to drink from the pools instead of

the borehole.

The remark about the colonial regime providing a better mode of protection against wildlife
crossing into the villages, puts attention on past measures of conservation and protection. He
also mentions how effective the fence was during the colonial erthamdfectiveness of

regularly patrolling game rangers to prevent wildlife from crossing into communal areas. He
also includes the discontinued culling of wildlife, such as overabundant elephant populations.
In accord with the above remarks, many oth#agers expressed their desire to have the

fence mended and maintained. Furthermore, sixteen respondents mentioned that shifting the
game fence far from people and making sure that it is maintained will help them cope with

the threat of wildlife diseases.

Lastly, the respondent made an ardent assertion that he regularly buys medicine for his
livestock because he knows that he lives in an area where his livestock are prone to these
diseases. When asked, during the survey, about the actions that theyctgie with the
diseases that affect their livestock, thiftyir of the respondents mentioned that the

Veterinary Services Department assists them with what products to buy. This brings to light
the role of the veterinary services and access to medichedpimg villagers cope with the
threat of diseases. The nearest veterinary office is in Sipepa, which is about 20 km from the
village. There is also a (former) veterinary officer, as well as an Agritex officer with
knowledge on livestock diseases, who liw¢he village; whom some of the residents consult
them when their livestock fall sicKhe Veterinary Service Department has also contributed
to the fight against wildlife disease by conducting screenings, vaccinations, and dipping

livestock.Although s&eral respondents mentioned that they are most likely to seek the help
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of the Veterinary Service Department when their livestock fall sick, my findings during

interviews revealed that they are more likely to ask for help or borrow from their neighbour

the medicine to treat their cattle before seeking help from the vetearfarfy i lforys . 06

livestock falls sick, | will go to my neighbour to seek help. If she has an injection, we will use

it and we will inject my livestock, if she does not, we must run around and find money. If the
disease persists, we call the veterinary semis . 6 (Respondent #6, 1in
2019).Some respondents mentioned that they always have medicine readily available at

home to treat any signs of sickness that may occur. The injections mentioned by villagers are

ATerramycino and AHiteto. These are often bo

The fightagainst livestock disease is also made more difficult by lack of sufficient money.
Sometimes respondents do not have money when their livestock falls sick, and they must
borrow money from their neighbours, or borrow money to buy medicine. Thus, the

availablity and accessibility of this medication at home is pertinent because they prefer to
always have it on hand in case any of their livestock falls sick. They do however, prefer to
buy the medicine either in Bulawayo or at Tsholotsho Rural District BusGCersse, where

they believe it is much cheaper than at the nearest veterinary office in Sipepa. A few
respondents mentioned other actions to cure illnesses affecting livestock that include the use

of traditional medicine.

The villagers are, therefore, aware of the challenges and the threat of diseases associated with
l'iving near wildlife. Wi th the threat of wil
recognize signs of ailment among their livestock is importsctording to most respondents

they check for different signs that can indicate whether their cattle is ill. For example, they

check to see whether their ears are pointing downwards, and they check whether the cow is

chewing the cud in the morning.
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CEarly in the morning, when we are moving them out of the kraal, is the time | observe
the movements of my livestock. When we are givingwlaten,| also check to see if

it is drinking properly or not. The movement of the mouth and tongue also shows if
the cow is sick. The skin of the cattle is raised if it is not feelin@ (Rekpondent

#15, interview on 5 September 2019).

The process of attending to the livestock and observing them early in the morning, checking
to see if they are ill or hurt, shows that it is not only the spaces of encounter but also the times

of encounter that exist in the relationship between humanthamdivestock.

Conclusion

The chapter presented the different contact zones that are found in the relationship between
humans, their livestock, and wildlife in the village. Places such as the farm fields, the

livestock enclosure and the grazing area are some of the main placeghehencounters

occur. The results show that different wildlife stand out in different spaces of encounter, for
example: elephants in the farm fields, lions in the grazing area and hyenas near the homestead
and livestock enclosure. These encounters atenti, with predators such as lions and

hyenas harming livestock, and destructive with elephants destroying farm fields and crops.
None of the villagersodé descriptions of the e
and they present more of antagonistic and contentious relationship rather than one of
coexistence. These encounters overshadow the presence and purpose of a boundary. The idea
that wild animals and livestock can cross into the village obscures the objective of the

boundary as a meamf separation. This challenges the separation of humans and wildlife and
presents the area as a shared biophysical environment, where the binary sdpagation

human and nehuman space is blurred (Minster, 2016; Haraway, 2008).
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The temporal characteristics of these contact zones also came up as the study showed that
contact zones are not just about the space or places that encounters occur, but are also
temporal, involving the time or seasons that encounters occur as wellaasdhet of time

spent with the animals. The villagers, for example, place importance on observing their
livestock early in the morning to check for any signs of sickness and harm. At sundown, they
also take great care to make sure that their livestockaated for and securely enclosed in

the livestock enclosure. Wild animals also attack livestock and crops at different times of the
day and in different seasons of the year. Elephants, for example, frequent the farm fields at
night during the farming seas however, elephants are also common visitors to the village in
the dry seasonseeking out certain trees and fruits. Hyena’s, on the other hand, commonly

attack livestock during sundown.

The chapter showed that the villagers are struggling to protect their resources from wildlife. It
is an inconvenient situation since the keeping of livestock and farming are part of their source
of livelihood. The villagers split their time and attentia@ivieeen either chasing away

elephants that destroy their crops or searching for their livestock that has been attacked by
predators. As one villager explained that she feels that the wild animals come to the village in
cycles. When she is chasing away ebayh from her field, lions can come on the other side

and eat her livestock, so she feels she needs to be watchful for elephants, lions, and hyenas at
any given time. This is because the wild ani
elephants todagind, when the elephants go away, lions may come, and when the lions are
gone the hyenas come. Hence, wildlife is not in the background of the lives of the villagers

and their livestock, but all three are in recurring association with each other. W dilfo

not just an abstratteingkept in the national park, but a being whoseceurring presence
encroaches onto their livelihoods. This may influence villager perspectives about living at the

edge of the national park and the significance of the fence.
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6. Perspectives about living on the edge of the national park.
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information from villagers as well as other

fence that are damaged.

The distance of the fence from households

Picture 16 Wooden poles found along the road used to access villages. The poles are a
barrier to stop megaherbivores, such as elephants, that may have broken through the park
boundary that is less than 1km from this road.

On my first vNganyawni Zawei aekaddboth village
conduct interviews and the survey with villa
from Zandil e, we pmpaowned etnltrequgntadae b mokne wo o d e

along the siodel othat goes to amd. fTloenseé hpolve $

about 50 meters away from the actual Nati ona
fence and | | ater | earnt that the Vetdetiheary
poles in the past as an attempt to keep away
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However, when residents were asked in the su

have taken to protect against wildlife attac

Picture 17 A picture showing a section of the boundary fence that separates National Park
and the Tsholotsho communal lands. The park staff use the sandy road adjacent to the fence
to patrol and monitor from outside the park.

| sat at the back of the pickup truck watchi
car suddenly stopped and my host father who
out and said, ATanya, | want eocbkhew Yyout hernm
want to show you what | mean, I want to show
back of the truck, and the driver and | star
the wooden poles, | eaednghehemi bbbt ndfubushasa

metres we camp ppoh widhieadd in the centre.
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pool, right in front of us was the National

along the outside of the fenPiecttidhraet 1t he park

The first time | saw the fence it was during
grass species are dry and have f alolnetnr aosvtesr o
with what it | ooks | i ke PduwrtiunrgehtdBe) vfi &1 mii hg .ty
because of grass stems that grow up to two n
attacked by a |ion was never far from me and

fence was to the homestaeallbedndat hg, roadyt ha

often cal med my fears by recalling that duri
attacks in the aryeacr oasnsde de |teop htahnet svinlolrangael lat
would already be indoors or on the road back
t hat people |Ilive here, are born and raised i
situatnenil hed i n me some courage.

Il n terms of the distance of the househol ds f

that are slightly further from the National
the estimates supplied by tiHd awiel laa gerlse,s saltll
away from the fence, with some being | ocated

in the f%,able bel ow

58 The respondents were asked during the HH Survey to estimate what is distance of your homestead from the
National Park?
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Estimated distance of households from National Park fence
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Figure 25 Estimated distance of HH from National Park fence

My impression about villager perceptions regarding the proximity of the fence to the village
was that, although there is a fence that separates them from the park, the fear about the
presence of wildlife comes to mind in relation to their livelihoods setas When | compare

the proximity of the fence to the homesteads with the proximity of the boreholes to the
homesteads, | observed that the villager perceptions about the distance differed. For example,
the villagers described the fence as being too ¢tosee village however, villagers

complained that the boreholes are too far away. The estimated average distance of the
boreholes to the homesteads is about 3 km and the fence to the homes is between 2 to 6 km. |
believe that this difference in perceptisrbecause they perceive that the park fence is too

close to the households because of the risk of crop damage or attacks on livestock. However,
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the sources of water are perceived to be too far from the households because of the labour

that they incur to pump and transport the water daily. Furthermore, when | observed the daily

activities of the villagers, such as walking to the clinic to receigdical attention, to receive

food donations, or to attend meetings, they walked to and from the various places (others at

long distances) because of the lack of transportation. This suggests that the distance of the

park fence to the homestead is also ecttljio how much the villagers encounter wildlife and

the extent of the damage caused.
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Nganyana, you can see that the fence
(I'ntervi-eevalwd t na®9on 24 February 2022).
When the game reserve was created in the
to hunt or gather resources. The fence
made it more difficult for epeopéeuéoncentepart
separating wildlife from |ivestock, the
people to hunt and the villager 6s access

The value and significance of the fence to villagers

Table8 Examples of how villagers describe the national garice.

Examples of how villaggnsfidesatiebe
Not secure and Separates from
(8/ 17 respons (9/717 respons

1 It keeps away some of the anim
although elephants easily go through.

1 Not really helpful as it is always poach
by other people.

1 i t Ocenstamt reminder that we are 1
safe.
very significant but not being serviced
least significant as the fence is 1
serviced.

i it does not add any value since anim
easily go in and out of it

1 the fence is too close to where peo
reside.

1 too close to the community

1 it helps to separate residents frg
predators.

9 itis of great value because it protects
from wild animals.
it helps to keep away wild animals.
to some extent it prevents wild animg
from coming to our homes

1 the fence is very important as it prote
us and ouanimals.

1 very important as it divides the animg
that are dangerous to people's livesto

1 itis the boundary and keeps us safe.

59Seventeen respondents were asked during a structured interiewour opinion, what is the value and

significance of the National Park fence?
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stock. Although there are concerns that
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e respormrse snorheovaeweairt, wehat the villagers
what it does, because amongst the respo
erns that the fence i s alnsefceurrree da ntdo ntehgd
imity to the village and how wildlife ca
e 60is a constant reminder that we are no
k) materi al used for the fence, |l eaving
nsecure because of neTghlee cetl dienr nvaiilnltaegnearnsc
elieve that the government is at fault b
what i1t was | i ke during the col oni al p e
maifmTthiisnedt.art ed just before independenc
after independence the government took
ds, these people were specificathgttaske
al ways intact. These (bhgsenobeaegiwd shseédyv

on 22 February 2022).
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Anotherqwedstiages t he existence of thdlefence

reyv

eal ed that he does not think that the fen

does not exi st .

Thu

Thi

The

y e-a

AThe fence is there, the boundary is ther
are spaces in between the fence where ani
through the fence and come and prey upon
inhe willage, so it is as(bobdrasewfwihb

ye-altd man on 24 February 2022).

s, the damaged state of the fence means i
S makes one young man believe that the vi

k because he thinks there issaimo tsheapar ati o

irThe fence is just there for decoration, i
fence is now gone; before it was electric
mo e undariitesi s just the same. Ani mals are
week ago, there was a wildebeest standing
was inside our homestead. So, with that vy
i s no yboutnhdearre i s nothing. 't i s pgst one
with the animals that |ive in the park. T
was | ooking for water, so it came here to
ani mal hiding in your homest eade sphaorwk, t ha

there is no bounddMaVe Gheue id$ scatbiowmg. @n

2022) .
fence is also not good enough toe keep I
Fd female villager believes the fence is
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ani mals from coming in or out of the village
park and this is the village, but it has no

through the fence. She nogesthhatutghtt he menab
| arger | ivestock, however she says that even
damaged. When the goats cross through the fe
hi gilEven i f you saywhemawvlkeyeargoatthat si de

(I'ntervi-eevaiwd t he®®l e on 25 February 2022). S
occurrence and, at the time of the interview

one point she | ost eight goats when they wer

Picture 18 During the rainy season the vegetation is dense and thicker than during the dry
season. The grass can be tempting for livestock to graze. There are large gaps in the fence
that livestock, such as goats, can pass through. The fences are less than twdigietnd
consist of poles with three wires that run along the perimeter.
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